
There are people who just stand out in the world. They don't lead 
armies or research medicines. They take the harsh or bitter ingredients 
of life and make something sweet.

Bertha Mueller, known locally for her chocolates, has a story of 
adapting to what life gave her family.

She was born in 1930 in Byron, Wyo., moving to Topeka, Kan., when 
she was a child and moving back to Wyoming a year later. Her mother 
died when Mueller was 14 years old. Then she lost her dad when she 
was 16. She and her two younger siblings moved in with their oldest 
sister and her husband. She graduated high school in 1948 and attend-
ed business school in Denver. She moved to Sidney after graduating 
business school and went to work at the USDA Agriculture Office. She 
married Wesley Mueller in 1951 and they farmed northeast of Potter. 

Her family was always a priority, which lead to her unexpected 
business venture in her later years. One of her talents was making 
gourmet, hand-dipped, chocolates. There is a cliché about food tasting 
good because of the love put into it. That couldn't be more true with 
Mueller's chocolates.  The process is a physical task because each step 
of making the chocolates is made by hand; blending the ingredients, 
folding the fondant until it is just the right consistency, flavoring it as 
needed then coating it with the freshly-made chocolate. It is often a 
mother-daughter bonding experience.

At one time, the home business was producing about 300 pounds 
of chocolate each year, selling the chocolates by the piece, not by the 
pound.  

“When I grew up, my mother always made candy. I continued it with 
my family,” she said in a 2018 interview. 

The effort expanded to making decadent chocolates for family to 
including friends and then to a seasonal home business that drew 
the attention of regional media sources.  The making of chocolates 
evolved from just something she did for her family to gifts for friends 
and neighbors, then to a home craft business about 14 years ago when 
her husband died. She started making and selling chocolates then. She 
grew to be known as “The Chocolate Lady.” Her favorites were milk 
chocolate, white chocolate and dark chocolate.

The effort earned its own name, Mueller's  Fine Chocolates. 
Mueller's Fine Chocolates were produced twice a year.She was so 
particular about the quality of the chocolate some of the flavor were 
purchased from pharmacies.

The process of preparing the chocolates was almost a science with 
Mueller and her family closely watching every step of mixing flavors, 
temperatures, specific ingredients. The recipe, which includes specific 
heating and cooling stages, was given to her by her cousin more than 
30 years ago. 

The Panhandle Public 
Health District (PPHD) report-
ed on Dec. 21 that seven 
more deaths occurred in the 
area related to the COVID-19 
virus.

According to a release 
from Jessica Davies, Assistant 
Health Director and Wellness 
Coordinator at PPHD, the 
recent deaths include a man in 
his 80s from Cheyenne County, 
a woman in her 80s from 
Morrill County, a woman in 
her 70s from Sheridan County 
and four people from Scotts 
Bluff County (one woman in 

her 80s, one woman in her 
90s, a man in his 70s and a 
man in his 90s).

This update brings the num-
ber of COVID-related deaths 
to 104 in the Panhandle area 
since March.

The PPHD is reporting there 
have been 29,261 tests, 7,354 
positive cases as of Dec. 21. 
For the previous week the 
positivity rate came in at 40.2 
percent with 26 active hospi-
talizations. In the two weeks 
prior to the Dec. 21 report, 
there were 616 cases added.

The highest concentration of 
cases continues to be between 
the ages of 20 and 59, accord-
ing to a PPHD chart. As of 
Dec. 21, 4,099 cases were 

female and 3,113 were male. 
Close Contact amounted to 
most of the cases, followed 
closely by Community Spread. 
The highest number of con-
firmed cases were reported 
Nov. 8 at more than 1,000. 

Also on Dec. 21, PPHD 
Deputy Director of Health 
Promotions and Preparedness 
Tabi Prochazka said the area 
is preparing for a vaccine. 
Preparation includes updating 
and submitting numbers to 
the State. The PPHD recently 
received updated vaccine pri-
ority lists, and the National 
Guard has been assigned by 
the State of Nebraska to make 

The blustery nearing of 
Christmas and trace of snow 
reminded us it is still winter 
even though the moisture has 
been missing.

Winter officially started 
Tuesday, Dec. 22 with winds 
reported up to 12 mph from 
the southwest in the early 
morning to negligible and 
increasing to a high of 54 
mph from the northwest at 
about 9:53 p.m. 

Winds continued into 
Wednesday morning with 
gusts reaching 67 mph with 
71 percent humidity at 
5:53 a.m. Winds continued 
throughout the day from the 
north and northwest with 
humidity gradually falling 
from the mid 60s to a low 
of 35 percent at 2:53 before 
climbing back into the 50s 
and 60s. By midnight, winds 
were reduced to 14 mph from 
the northwest and humidity 
was at 61 percent.

Christmas Eve started 
where the day before ended, 

mild winds and 59 percent 
humidity for a windchill of 3 
degrees. The winds returned, 
reaching 40 mph from the 
northwest at 8:53 .m. with 
a dewpoint of 11, relative 
humidity of 37 percent and 
wind chill of 22. 

Warmer temperatures 
returned for Christmas and 
the weekend. Christmas Day 
had a high in the low 50s and 
a low near 20 with Saturday 
reaching the low 50s as well.

Further east, Nebraska 
State Patrol responded to 
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FAMILIAR FOWL — These geese were seen at Legion Park walking the channel in search of their next meal.  
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Bertha Mueller, known for her exquisite chocolates that were shipped 
worldwide, died Dec. 20 at the age of 90.

Happy New Year
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Elvis Tribute Artist 
Joseph Hall in con-
cert at Sidney High 
School Performing 
Arts Center 7 p.m. 

Jan. 8. Limited seat-
ing. Tickets at the 

door.
AA  — 7 PM Mon., 
Tues., Wed.; AA @ 
5 PM Sun.; NA @ 
7 PM Thurs., Sat.; 

Al-Anon @ 7:00 Fri.; 
1904 4th St., Sid-

ney; 308.249.2040
www.aaphonemeet-

ings.org
…

Chappell Seren-
ity Group A.A. 

Thursdays at 2 p.m. 
702 Hayward Ave. 
(Chappell Housing 
Authority) Contact 

Rollie 308.884.2286
…

Celebrate Recovery 
meets on Monday 
nights at 6:30 p.m. 
at 1129 10th Ave. 
at Calvary Baptist 
church. A meal is 

served at 530pm
…

Weight Watchers 
in Sidney. Meetings 

are at Cheyenne 
County Community 
Center, 627 Toledo 
St. Doors open at 5 
p.m., and the meet-
ing starts at 5:30 on 

Thursday. Visitors 
are welcome to at-
tend a meeting for 

free
…

Life Groups meet-
ings bi-weekly or 
monthly. Dates, 

times, and locations 
will be decided in 

the meetings. Group 
activites to chal-
lenge members, 
develop leader-

ship skills, make a 
difference in our 

communities. Please 
call Dustin dur-

ing business hours 
with any questions. 

308.633.3318 or 
email damack@

capwn.org
…

Teen Outreach 
Program Tuesdays 
after school. Ages 
12-18. Located at 
the Middle School 

Media Ctr.
…

VFW Post 610 
Sidney, NE Meet-

ings: 2nd Thursday 
of the month, 7 

p.m. 1109 10th Ave. 
Contact Informa-
tion: Commander 

Stephanie Dadgostar 
318.218.1343

…
Cancer Support 

Group Dorwart Can-
cer Care Ctr. Third 
Tues. Monthly 6:00 
PM - Questions call 

Leslie 250.1113
...

Table of Grace Food 
Pantry is open 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. the 

1st, 3d and 5th 
Thursday, and 5:30 
p.m. to 7 p..m the 
2nd and 4th Thurs-
day of each month.

....
MOPS Meetings 

9-11am, 2nd Mon-
day every month at 

E-Free Church

Community 
Calendar

Wednesday Sunny, with a high near 32. 
West northwest wind 10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday Night Mostly clear, 
with a low around 8.

Thursday Mostly sunny, with a high near 38.

Thursday Night Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 14.

New Year's Day Sunny, with a high near 36.

Friday Night Clear, with a low around 13.

Saturday Sunny, with a high near 43.

Saturday Night Mostly clear, with a low around 18.

Sunday Sunny, with a high near 47. 

__________________

Sidney NE 41.15°N 102.97°W 
(Elev. 4101 ft)

__________________

Visit your local NWS office at: 
https://www.weather.gov/cys

Sidney WeatHer

Celebrate Elvis' 
Birthday Jan. 8

oBituary

Elvis Tribute Artist 
Joseph Hall will be 
returning to Sidney. Hall 
is scheduled to perform 
7 p.m. Jan. 8 at Sidney 
High School's Performing 
Arts Center in celebration 
of Elvis Presley's 85th 
birthday.

Hall has the authentic 
look, extraordinary voice, 
hip-swiveling moves and 
the personal charm to 
take audiences back to 
the day they first fell in 
love with the iconic Rock 
N' Roll artist.

Hall says he feels a real 
connect to Elvis and his 
music and has mastered 
three decades of Elvis 
hits. 

“What I love about 
Elvis is that he can match 
any mood. If you want to 
feel young and energetic, 
listen to his 50s stuff. If 
you want powerful bal-
lads, his 70s music will 
move you to tears. And if 
you want a life-changing 
experience, listen to his 
gospel music,” Hall said.

Hall will include music 
from each of these catego-
ries in his Jan. 8 appear-
ance in Sidney.

This is Hall's third 
appearance with the 
High Plains Arts Council 
(HPAC). 

“Joseph Hall puts on 
a very professional show 
and is one of our most 
popular acts,” says HPAC 
President Carrie Brown.

The High Plains Arts 
Council is working close-
ly with the Panhandle 
Public Health District to 
ensure that precautions 
are being taken and the 
community stays safe. 
Precautions will include 
wearing masks, physi-
cal distancing and extra 
cleaning. In addition, the 
15-minute intermission 
is being replaced with a 
five minute stretch break. 
Also, the audience will 
be encouraged to refrain 
from socializing after the 
show. Hall will not meet 
and greet audience mem-
bers, or take pictures with 
fans. Nor will CDs or mer-
chandise be sold. Please 
check the HPAC web-
page at www.highplain-
sartscouncil.com periodi-
cally for updates.

Tickets for the show 
are $13 for adults, $7 for 
seniors and $5 for stu-
dents (including WNCC 
students). There will be 
no advance ticket sales. 
The venue will open at 5 
p.m. and tickets will be 
sold at that time. Because 
the event is restricted to 
50 percent capacity, only 
a limited number of tick-
ets will be available for 
non-members, so plan to 
arrive early. Seats for sea-
son ticket holders will be 
reserved until 6:45 p.m. 
After that, any unoccu-
pied seats will be avail-
able for purchase.

winter conditions that 
resulted in several 
crashes and claimed 
three lives near Hershey.

At about 10:41 a.m. 
CST law enforcement 
responded to a crash 
involving a truck-trail-

er and a GMC Yukon 
near mile marker 
167 on Interstate 80. 
Preliminary investi-
gation shows the east-
bound GMC went out of 
control and entered the 
westbound lanes, collid-
ing with the truck. The 
driver of the GMC, Edgar 
Navarro, 24, and passen-
gers Idayalid Bautista, 
25, and Alexa Navarro, 
4, all of Westminster, 
Colo., were pronounced 
deceased at the scene. 
Two additional passen-
gers, a three year old girl 
and an 11 month old girl 
were both transported to 
Great Plains Health in 
North Platte. They have 
since been transported 
to a hospital in Denver 
with what are believed to 
be non-life-threatening 
conditions. The driver of 
the semi was not injured. 

            Give the gift of local     
information! 25% off all 

                    Gift Subscriptions.
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will be celebrating her 90th 
birthday on January 6, 2021. 
Her family is hosting a card 
shower for her. If you would 
like to send Jean a card, her 

address is:
 Jean Twarling

5700 Fremont St #132
Lincoln, NE 
68507-1678

Jean TwarlingJean Twarling

Bertha Ellen (Corbett) Mueller, 90, 
passed away at her son’s home 
in Cape Girardeau, MO on 
December 20, 2020. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, buri-
al and a Celebration of Life 
Service will be held at a later 
date. Memorial contributions 
may be sent to: The Sidney 
Public Library Foundation, P.O. Box 
119, Sidney, NE  69162.

Bertha was born on December 19, 
1930 in Byron, Wyoming to Jack and 
Loy (Sessions) Corbett. Her family 
moved to Topeka, KS when she was in 
the 5th grade and moved back to Byron 
the following year. When Bertie was 14 
years old her mother passed away. Two 
years later her father passed away, leav-
ing Bertie and her two younger siblings 
without parents or a home. 

Bertie’s oldest sister, Margaret, and her 
husband, Jim, took in the three children 
and raised them as their own, along with 
their own three children. Bertie consid-
ered Meg and Jim’s children, Rod, Steve, 
and Sandy to be her siblings. Bertie’s 
family is forever grateful for “Grandma 
Meg” and “Grandpa Jim” for the sacri-
fice and selfless love they extended to 
Bertie and her siblings throughout their 
lives.

Bertie graduated from Byron High 
School in 1948. She loved her home-
town which was settled by, and named 
after, her great grandfather, Byron 
Sessions. Bertie loved returning “home” 
to Byron and attended the all-school 
reunion and 4th of July celebration 
nearly every year.

After high school, Bertie attended 
business college in Denver. Upon 
graduation, Bertie moved to Sidney, 
NE where she worked at the USDA 
Agriculture Office. While in Sidney, 
she met Wesley Mueller. The couple 
was married on October 28, 1951. 
Wes farmed northeast of Potter. He 
also worked as a carpenter. Wes built 
the family home in Sidney where they 
raised their five children and where 
Bertie lived the remaining years of her 
life. When her children were small, 
Bertie provided daycare to three neigh-
bor children, whom she considered her 
“other kids”. She also was a seamstress 
for Fisher Drapery in Sidney and sewed 
beautiful draperies. After all of Bertie’s 
children were in school, Bertie worked 
as a special education paraprofessional 
at Central Elementary in Sidney. She was 
a manager at TufWear and worked for 
Cabela’s as an Executive Assistant in the 
Quality Assurance Department.

Bertie’s family has always been the 
most important thing in her life. She was 
a loving, devoted, mother and grand-
mother. Bertie loved spending time with 
her children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. 

She shared her talent of cooking and 
baking with them and taught them these 
skills at an early age. Many of her grand-
children were cracking eggs and helping 
bake by the time they were two. Bertie 

published a family cookbook in the 
1980’s which is still used and 
enjoyed by hundreds. Bertie 
was also an “adopted mother/
grandmother” to many. She 
loved children and always had 
a basket of candy for neighbor-
hood children to enjoy. Bertie 
was an avid reader and loved 

books. She would often read two or 
three books at a time. She loved going to 
the library to check out a stack of books, 
which she would read in just a few days. 
Bertie compiled a collection of several 
thousand books throughout her life.

One of Bertie’s many talents was 
making gourmet hand-dipped choco-
lates. She started making chocolates for 
family and friends in the 1980’s. After 
her husband passed away in December 
of 2006, Bertie and her daughter Pam 
started a small family business, Mueller’s 
Fine Chocolates. They made and sold 
chocolates to customers throughout 
the United States and even shipped 
chocolates abroad. In 2018, Nebraska 
Educational Television did a documen-
tary “Nebraska: The Chocolate Life” 
which included a segment about Bertie 
and Mueller’s Fine Chocolates. She was 
still making chocolates after she turned 
89. Bertie was fondly known as “The 
Chocolate Lady” to many.

Bertie was a member of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and 
was one of the original members of the 
local congregation in Sidney. She spent 
her life in the selfless service of others 
both within her church congregation 
and outside of it.

Bertie was active in many organizations 
throughout her life including, Daughters 
of the American Revolution (DAR), 
Women Involved in Farm Economics 
(WIFE), PTA, Friends of the Library, 
Ladies Chamber, and the Cheyenne 
County Historical Association.

Bertie was preceded in death by 
her husband, Wesley Mueller; par-
ents, Jack and Loy Corbett; siblings, 
Margaret Wirth, Dorothy Wilkinson, 
Jackie Hecht, Jerry Corbett, and Barbara 
Corbett; brothers-in-law, Jim Wirth, 
Francis Wilkinson, Robert Hecht, Ken 
Mueller, and Jerry Mueller; sisters-in-
law, Michelle Corbett, Eileen Mueller, 
JoAnne Mueller, and Mona Mueller.

Bertie is survived by her children, 
Wes (Claudia) Mueller, Trish (Mike) 
Long, Greg (Shelley) Mueller, Pam Uhl, 
Jon (A’Lisa) Mueller; her 16 grandchil-
dren, Sarah (Richard) St. Cyr, Casey 
(Emily) Mueller, Alese (Jeff) Spray, Adam 
(Jennifer) Long, Lindsey (Jake) Demke, 
Megan Long, Brandon (Jessica) Long, 
Carson Long, Erica (Stephan) Mueller, 
Alison Mueller, Nathan Mueller, Seth 
Mueller, Jonathan Mueller, Nicole 
(Kyle) Combe, Jessica Uhl, and Caitlyn 
Mueller; her 17 great-grandchildren; her 
Wirth family siblings, Rod (Dee) Wirth, 
Steve (Elaine) Wirth, and Sandy (Ralph) 
Watts; her brothers-in-law, Jim Mueller 
and Don Mueller; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Bertha Ellen (Corbett) Mueller
phone calls to determine how many people by type 
of occupation will want the vaccine. The calls will 
ask who is an essential worker. Business owners and 
managers need to consider If the entire state was in 
total shut down status, what is the absolute minimum 
staff you would need to still keep your organization 
“up and running”?   What positions does that number 
cover? (for example to keep the lights on in our service 
area, we need four technicians and two truck drivers).

Prochazka said they are only collecting numbers for 
Phase 1B which addresses the following categories: 
First Responders, Educators, Food/Agriculture, Utilities 
and Transportation.

Names of workers are not being collected, she said, 
only the total number by category.

CoVid Continued from 1A

Weather Continued from 1A
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Melvin L. Plummer 
Melvin L. Plummer age 

79 of Sidney, NE, died 
Dec. 23rd 2020. Melvin 
served as Captain of the 
jail for Cheyenne County 
for years until retiring in 
2015. Melvin served the 
residents of Cheyenne 
County with honesty and 
integrity. He will be laid 
to rest on the same day 
as his loving wife, Barbra 
Plummer who also died 
three days later. Visitation 
will be at Gehrig-Stitt 
Chapel Thursday, Dec. 
31st from 1-6 PM. Family 
will receive friends from 
4-6 PM. Funeral services 
will be Friday Jan. 1st at 
10:00 AM. Burial servic-
es will be at a later date.

Barbara A. Plummer
Barbara A. Plummer 

age 77 of Sidney, NE, 
died Dec. 26th, 2020. 
Barbra served many in 
the community with her 
wonderful cleaning busi-
ness services. Barbra 
was loved by her family 
and community. Barbra 
was the wife of Melvin 
Plummer who also 
passed away on Dec. 
23rd. Visitation for both 
will be Dec. 31st from 
4-6 PM where family 
will receive friends from 
5-6 PM. Funeral services 
will be Jan 1st at 10 AM. 
Burial services will be at 
a later date.

Mike Bules
Mike Bules, age 70, of 

Peetz, CO passed away 
at his home in Peetz on 
Wednesday, December 
23, 2020. 

Funeral arrangements 
are pending and will be 
announced when avail-
able.

You may view Mike’s 
Book of Memories, 
leave condolences, 
photos and stories at 
www.gehrigstittchapel.
com.

Gehrig-Stitt Chapel 
& Cremation Service, 
LLC is in charge of 
Mike’s care and funeral 
arrangements.

Margaret ‘Peg’ 
Klingman

Margaret Klingman, 
age 93, of Chappell, NE 
passed away in Oshkosh 
on Thursday, December 
24, 2020. 

Funeral arrangements 
are pending and will be 
announced when avail-
able.

You may view Peg’s 
Book of Memories, 
leave condolences, 
photos and stories at 
www.gehrigstittchapel.
com.

Gehrig-Stitt Chapel 
& Cremation Service, 
LLC is in charge of 
Margaret’s care and 
funeral arrangements.

Robert M. Paulsen

Robert M. Paulsen, 
age 80, of Chappell, 
NE passed away in 
Julesburg, CO on 
Saturday, December 26, 
2020. 

Funeral arrangements 
are pending and will be 
announced when avail-
able.

You may view Robert’s 
Book of Memories, 
leave condolences, 
photos and stories at 
www.gehrigstittchapel.
com.

Gehrig-Stitt Chapel 
& Cremation Service, 
LLC is in charge of 
Robert’s care and funer-
al arrangements.

LeAnne Grabowski
LeAnne Grabowski, 

age 73, passed away 
at Sidney Regional 
Extended Care on 
Sunday, December 27, 
2020. 

Funeral arrangements 
are pending and will be 
announced when avail-
able.

You may view 
LeAnne’s Book of 
Memories, leave con-
dolences, photos and 
stories at www.gehrig-
stittchapel.com.

Gehrig-Stitt Chapel & 
Cremation Service, LLC 
is in charge of LeAnne’s 
care and funeral 
arrangements.

*Offer not valid for beneficiaries of state and federal healthcare programs or if otherwise prohibited by law. Additional restrictions apply. See pharmacy for details.
**Available vaccinations vary by location and are subject to state law restrictions.

Ask our pharmacist to easily switch today!

when you fill a new or transferred prescription.*
Groceries

$75 in FREE
Get up to

• Flu Shots
• Pneumonia
• Shingles Vaccine
• Hepatitis
• Uterine Cancer Vaccine
• Tetanus
• Travel Vaccines For Traveling Abroad
• Oral Contraceptive Prescribing
• Opioid Overdose Prevention
• and more!**

Your Vaccination Destination

We accept all major insurance plans, including military and government. 
Stop by our pharmacy to learn more!

VA Begins Vaccine Distribution
Cheyenne, Wyo. —The Cheyenne Veterans Affairs Healthcare System will 

begin COVID-19 vaccination with the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine today, fol-
lowing the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s Emergency Use Authorization 
for this vaccine.

“Cheyenne VA is eager to offer the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to health care 
personnel and community living center residents,” said Sam House, public affairs 
officer. “Receiving the vaccine is like having hope delivered. 

As vaccine supplies increase, our ultimate goal is to offer COVID-19 vaccina-
tion to all Veterans and employees who want to be vaccinated.”

Cheyenne VA is one of 113 VA Medical Centers across the country to receive 
the first limited supply of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. Sites were identified 
based on need for the vaccine according to CDC’s 1A prioritization and capacity 
to  store the vaccine at -20◦C.

The Moderna COVID-19 vaccine was 94 percent effective in clinical trials in 
preventing COVID-19 disease.  The vaccine is administered in two doses, 28 
days apart.  The side effects appear similar to those of other vaccines and are 
short-lived. 

Even after receiving COVID-19 vaccination, employees and Veterans should 
continue wearing face coverings, practicing physical distancing and washing 
hands often.

COURTESY PHOTO/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Cheyenne Veterans Affairs Medical Center pharmacy personnel received the first 700 doses 
of the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccination on December 23, 2020, and began vaccinating Veter-
ans and healthcare workers.

Elaine Marie (Johnson) Ransom, age 
95, of Sidney, NE passed away 
at home with her family pres-
ent on Sunday, December 20, 
2020, losing her life to can-
cer.   Funeral services were 
held at 1:00 P.M. on Monday, 
December 28, 2020 at the Light 
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
with Reverend Mary Jo Dean 
officiating. Burial took place in the 
Greenwood Cemetery in Sidney.  You 
may view Elaine’s Book of Memories, 
leave condolences, photos and stories at 
www.gehrigstittchapel.com.

Gehrig-Stitt Chapel & Cremation 
Service, LLC is in charge of Elaine’s care 
and funeral arrangements. 

She was born to Ed and Edith Johnson 
of Ceresco, NE on August 8, 1925. She 
grew up on a farm north of Ceresco 
and graduated from Ceresco High 
School, then attended and graduated 
from Lincoln School of Commerce & 
Business. While working in Lincoln, 

NE she met Emerson Ransom and they 
were married on Oct 29, 1950, 
spending many happy years 
together. They moved to Sidney 
in 1966 and then to their home 
on Laredo Lane in 1969. Elaine 
worked for the Story Agency 
and for Sidney First National 
Bank. She was a member of 
Light Memorial Presbyterian 

Church. 
She is survived by her husband 

Emerson, son Steven and wife, Karen 
Ransom of Fort Laramie, WY, daughter 
Joan Ransom of Cedar Rapids, IA, sisters 
Gladys Fitl of Lincoln, NE and Marian 
and husband, Glenn Samuelson of 
Ceresco, NE, four grandchildren David 
Ransom of Casper, WY, Kayla Ransom 
of Bellevue, NE, Stephanie Ransom of 
Spearfish, SD and Brenda Ransom of 
Sidney, NE, and by 22 nieces and neph-
ews.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents and sister Ethel Mae. 

Elaine Marie (Johnson) Ransom

OBITUARY SERvICE NOTICES
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That’s Life
Almost 12 months ago, when I flipped the cal-

endar to 2020, I had visions of getting better at 
what I do, finding time for some things I don’t do 
enough and, as I told a friend as a goal or resolu-
tion, ride more. I saw myself retracing the Tour de 
Nebraska ride through the Panhandle. I saw my-
self doing a few more weekenders, seeing people I 
miss and scheduling excuses to let the mind and 
body relax.

Instead, I like most of us, spent the year moving 
from thinking I was a normal hard-working guy to 
hearing people say “normal” was never that good.
Prior to 2020 people didn’t think twice of about it. 

You didn’t question if you were sick unless you first showed some kind 
of symptoms. On occasion, a shopper would see someone with a mask. 
The curious might internally ask “I wonder what’s wrong,” but seldom 
make an issue of it. Now, there are places where a shopper is called 
out for not wearing a mask or something. 

I remember the press conferences early this year announcing a 
global pandemic and thinking I was watching a movie. “No Way! I 
just saw that on a movie. This can’t be happening.” The storyline 
referenced involves some lab where by clumsiness or design a virus 
is released, causing increasing panic, humanity turned into mad-
men and forcing people to stay in their homes with the doors and win-
dows boarded up. Fortunately, much of the fiction remains on reality’s 
cutting room floor.

According to the Centers for Disease Control, COVID-19 is caused 
by a new coronavirus first identified in Wuhan, China in December, 
of 2019. Theories started rising on how it happened and what to do 
to stop it or slow it. There was everything from wash your hands and 
cover your mouth to hide in the basement like an actor in a cheap 
apocalyptic movie. The awkward part is many of those movies have 
people in their cellars until they either run out of supplies or become 
the next case study for cabin fever. In some scenarios, characters have 
said they would rather take their chance outside than live a depressed 
existence inside.

What has surprised me most is how abrasive people could be. We 
are expected, by the populous, to follow directives without question, 
yet on the other front every person appointed to apply the law is under 
constant review. This is a new set of rules in a sense. There are places 
in this nation where people have been cited for having church services 
outside and in separate cars, where people are required to not be in 
public without a mask. The implication at least is to wear a mask even 
if you’re alone on an empty sidewalk, or hiking through the forest. 
There are governors who have banned public assembly and then 
get caught attending family gatherings, fitness clubs and bars. And 
then there are when asked will quietly admit we are watching the 
greatest and easiest weapon: fear.

I find it almost humorous that COVID prevention could be traced 
back to our elementary classrooms, and rightly so. Children are 
taught the social graces of cover your mouth when coughing and 
sneezing, wipe your nose with a tissue, then throw it away. Wash 
your hands when done in the bathroom, and before eating. 

Adults are told to stay home when they’re sick, although between 
an excessive work ethic and workplace expectation that doesn’t 
always happen. Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 32nd president of the 
U.S., said in his first inaugural address “So, first of all, let me as-
sert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is... fear 
itself — nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes 
needed efforts to convert retreat into advance.”

Either Roosevelt was a salesman or our values have drastically 
changed. Too often I have found myself in arguments with people 
I thought were friends, people who acted as if they wanted to live 
in a world of fear. Where did that come from? When did we reach a 
point of wanting the government we criticize do more for us, which 
means we have less to do for ourselves?

I consider the impact of perpetuated fear and recall the history 
lessons, chapters in the Nation’s past that would have stayed there 
if people had been afraid of what might have happened. This chap-
ter in society has the odd factor of no real end in sight, which mul-
tiplies the fear. Maybe what we need is to get back in balance, sit 
high in the saddle knowing the day might change at a moment’s 
notice, but that’s ok. That’s life. 

Forrest Hershberger
View from the Handlebars

Hanukkah
During this season of 

Hanukkah and Christmas, 
friends and acquaintances 
have asked me to explain 
Hanukkah to them. 

I’m happy to help them 
understand the holiday.  
A  recent,  highly  publi-
cized  interview  with  U.  
S.  Senator  Kamala Har-
ris raised questions and 
negative comments about 
her understanding of and 
explanation  for  the  sig-
nificance  of  Hanukkah.  
The  Hebrew  word  Hanukkah means  
“rededication”.  Rededicating  the  Temple  
through  purification  acts  and oneself  to  
practice  traditional  Judaism.  It  has  ab-
solutely  nothing  to  do  with spreading 
joy or Tikkun Olam, which literally means 
“repairing the world” as each person fulfills 
the required daily Jewish actions.

The Festival of Lights is a celebration of 
Tikkun Olam - fighting for justice and the 
dignity of all people, Harris said.

“It’s about rededication”
“And it’s about joy,” Emhoff added. “And 

it’s about spreading joy around the world 
with your family, and sharing it with your 
family and your friends and your neighbors 
and your community. And that’s important 
right now.”

The real importance of Hanukkah per-
tains its remembrance as a fight for na-
tional liberation and the right of the Jews 
to practice their own religion. Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes, the Macedonian king of the Se-
leucid Empire, decreed that the Jews could 
not worship their God as they required. 

Within his empire Antiochus want-
ed to create uniformity of religious 
belief and practice, of social customs 
and practices, uniformity of dress 
and music, and of social groups. He 
wanted the Jews to become totally 
Hellenized. Many of the Jewish rul-
ing and upper classes were quite 
willing and eager and did adhere to 
Antiochus’s demands. The war was a 
civil war and a war against a foreign 
invader. The emperor sent his troops 
to enforce his orders. 

A small band of Jews, observant 
in their practice of Judaism, rebelled 

against the emperor and his Greek armies 
and the acquiescent Jewish ruling class-
es. Judah the Maccabee, a word meaning 
“ hammer,” led this army. Judah and his 
army defeated the Greek army and the 
obsequious Jewish upperclass members, 
cleansed the Temple of Hellenic worship 
idols, re-established the faithful practice 
of Judaism within the Temple, and ended 
any challenge to the Hellenization of the 
Jewish people’s religion. They celebrated 
this success by burning olive oil. If these 
Jews had failed, Judaism would have died, 
and consequently Christianity would never 
have arisen, the Renaissance and the En-
lightenment would never have occurred, 
Western Civilization would never have 
emerged, and the U. S. would never have 
been borne as the fulfillment of all the pre-
ceding marvelous events.

Senator Harris’ juvenile and erroneous 
understanding and importance of Hanuk-
kah candles reveals her complete ignorance 
about this Jewish holiday. Perhaps, she 
should concentrate on practicing the law.

Steve Lissner
Columnist

The Sidney Sun-Telegraph is seeking local writers who are 
interested in sharing their voice. You don’t have to be a profes-
sional writer.  The requirements are simple. Be willing to share 
your perspective or life experiences with the reading public. 
On the average day, keep your writing close to 500 words. 
Sometimes a story needs more space and then, it may get held 
or moved further inside the paper for more space. We maintain 
the right to edit for newspaper style, grammar and spelling.  

For more information, call 308-254-2818 
or email editor@suntelegraph.com

Writers Wanted

We’re about to put 2020 in 
the rearview mirror. Most 
seem eager to do so as it’s 
been a year of significant 
challenges. 

A year ago we had record-
low unemployment, a flour-
ishing economy, relative 
peace abroad and a bright 
future. Then came Covid-19, 
George Floyd, BLM, Antifa, 
and the most bitter presiden-
tial election of my lifetime. 
Anyone who tells you 2021 
will be any better should be 
regarded with suspicion.

 I think 2021 will be the year of im-
portant choices, both for the nation and 
for us as individuals. January 5 will 
bring a runoff election in Georgia that 
will determine whether America will 
hold back the socialist tide for a few 

more years or accelerate into 
what could be our second civ-
il war. But rather than dwell 
on the negative, let’s look at 
what we can do as individu-
als while we are still able to 
make individual choices.

Too many Americans look 
at the news, throw up their 
hands in exasperation and 
declare, “Well there’s noth-
ing I can do about it.” This 
isn’t correct. We can do 
something about the direc-
tion society is heading, and 
action begins with examina-

tion of our beliefs. 
 The first thing we have to do is un-

derstand why we believe what we be-
lieve. We have to be able to do more 
than cite talking points fed to us by 
echo chambers. We must know and un-

derstand how our beliefs apply to life in 
a way that makes them worth having. 
Are you a Christian? Why? What does 
that even mean? How is being a Chris-
tian relevant to life in 2021? If the only 
answers you can come up with are that 
you were raised Christian, go to church, 
or said a prayer once asking Jesus into 
your heart, I respectfully suggest you 
revisit the questions and come up with 
more substantive reasons for calling 
yourself a Christian. And you can swap 
out “Christian” with Jew, atheist, Mus-
lim or any other belief – the bottom line 
is know what you believe and be able to 
make a defense of it. 

The same goes for politics or any 
other social issue. It was interesting 
to see how outside agitators in places 
such as Portland, Oregon’s so-called au-
tonomous zone discouraged this. I saw 
several attempted interviews of agita-

tors shut down by overseers. A reporter 
would engage a protester in conversa-
tion on camera, the protester would 
spout supplied talking points, the re-
porter would ask for clarification or a 
more in-depth answer, and then from 
nowhere would swoop a “community 
organizer” to shut the interview down. 
The few times protest groups were in-
filtrated and interactions recorded, the 
alarming stupidity and ignorance of 
those involved was revealed. It’s not a 
good look.

Plan on 2021 being even more chal-
lenging than 2020. Understand there 
will be fewer opportunities to just sit 
on the sidelines. You will have to make 
choices, so get started now by making a 
New Year’s resolution to shore up your 
belief system. The days of being a non-
participating spectator are over. Sooner 
or later you’ll be forced to choose sides.

A Year of Choices

Dan Carlson 
Prairie Ponderings

Letter Writing Policy 
Letters should be timely, local, brief (under 300 words) and contain no 

libelous statements. The Sidney Sun-Telegraph reserves the right to edit or 
reject any letter for brevity, content, clarity.  Anonymous letters will not be 
considered for publication. Thank you letters or political campaign letters 
will not be included in letters to the editor. All letters must be signed and 
include complete contact information.  Deadline is noon two days prior to 
anticipated publication. 



Many of us prob-
ably felt that 2020 
lasted a very long 
time. But now that 
2021 is upon us, we 
can make a fresh 
start – and one way 
to do that is to make 
some New Year’s 
resolutions. Of 
course, you can make 
these resolutions for 
all parts of your life 
– physical, emotion-
al, intellectual – but 
have you ever consid-
ered some financial 
resolutions?

Here are a few 
such resolutions to 
consider:

Don’t overreact to 
events.When the cor-
onavirus pandemic 
hit in mid-February, 
the financial mar-
kets took a big hit. 
Many people, con-
vinced that we were 
in for a prolonged 
slump, decided to 
take a “time out” and 
headed to the invest-
ment sidelines. But 
it didn’t take long for 
the markets to rally, 
rewarding those pa-
tient investors who 

stayed the course. 
Nothing is a certain-
ty in the investment 
world, but the events 
of 2020 followed a 
familiar historical 
pattern: major crisis 
followed by market 
drop followed by 
strong recovery. The 
lesson for investors? 
Don’t overreact to to-
day’s news – because 
tomorrow may look 
quite different. 

Be prepared. At 
the beginning of 
2020, nobody was 
anticipating a world-
wide pandemic and 
its terrible conse-
quences, both to 
individuals’ health 
and to their economic 
well-being. None of 
us can foretell the 
future, either, but we 
can be prepared, and 
one way to do so is 
by building an emer-
gency fund. Ideally, 
such a fund should 
be kept in liquid, 
low-risk vehicles and 
contain at least six 
months’ worth of liv-
ing expenses. 

Focus on moves 

you can control. In 
response to pandem-
ic-related economic 
pressures, some 
employers cut their 
matching contribu-
tions to 401(k) plans 
in 2020. Will some 
future event cause 
another such reduc-
tion? No one knows 
– and even if it hap-
pens, there’s prob-
ably nothing you can 
do about it. Instead 
of worrying about 
things you can’t con-
trol, focus on those 
you can. When it 
comes to your 401(k) 
or similar employer-
sponsored retirement 
plan, put in as much 
as you can afford this 
year, and if your sal-
ary goes up, increase 
your contribution. 

Recognize your 
ability to build sav-
ings. During the 
pandemic, the per-
sonal savings rate 
shot up, hitting a 
record of 33 percent  
in April, according to 
the U.S. Bureau of 
Economy Analysis. 
It fell over the next 

several months, but 
still remained about 
twice as high as the 
rate of the past few 
years. Of course, 
much of this surge in 
Americans’ proclivity 
to save money was 
due to our lack of 
options for spending 
it, as the coronavirus 
caused either com-
plete or partial shut-
downs in physical re-
tail establishments, 
as well as dining and 
entertainment ven-
ues. But if you did 
manage to boost your 
own personal savings 
when your spending 
was constrained, is 
it possible to re-
main a good saver 
when restrictions 
are lifted? Probably. 
And the greater your 
savings, the greater 
your financial free-
doms – including the 
freedom to invest 
and freedom from 
excessive debt. When 
we reach a post-
pandemic world, see 
if you can continue 
saving more than 
you did in previous 

years – and use your 
savings wisely. 

These aren’t the 
only financial resolu-
tions you can make 
– but following them 
may help you develop 
habits that could 
benefit you in 2021 

and beyond.

This article was 
written by Edward 
Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones. 
Member SIPC.
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Old Fashioned Values, Modern Solutions

 308-249-1866 
John Fredrick Construction

•	 Siding
•	 Windows
•	 Concrete
•	 Foundations 
•	 Roofing 

•	 Interior design
•	 Painting
•	 Remodel 
•	 Carpentry 
•	 Green building w/

 recycled materials.

Licensed and Insured; 40 years experience 

Old Fashioned Values, Modern Solutions

Licensed and Insured; 40 years experience

Benches   Upright  Bevel-Top
Slant-Face  Flush Markers

Helping Families & Friends Honor Their Loved Ones

13 West Overland
Scottsbluff, NE

Office: 308-632-4616

Monument Company

Tom Nelson: 505-290-0915

Business Directory

S

Advertise here for a LOW $10 a week for a single space ad, or 
$20 for a  double space ad with a 12-week commitment!

 
OWNERS

RANDY & PATTY FRERICHS

RANDY’S AUTO CARE L.L.C.
MECHANICS REPAIR & SERVICE

Bring Your Car To the People Who care!

308.254.9045
1244 Illinois St

Sidney, NE

MON-FRI 8a.m.-5p.m.

.
www.adamsautosandleasing.com

Come see us at our 
new location!

Sales • Leasing • Rentals

 (308) 221-1690 • 1900 Illinois, Sidney

HAIL DAMAGE?

In Business Since 1953

FAMILY OWNED!

Don’t take your car to a TENT that’s 
here today and gone tomorrow!

Bring your 
car to a shop 
you can trust

819 18th Ave
Sidney, NE 69162

Pittam Body Shop offers a full line of repairs 
and service for your vehicle. 

Body Work - Glass Repairs - Oil Changes - Alignments - Tires - MORE

In Business Since 1953

Featured
Business

of the 
week!

308-682-5210
dbrothers@countryprinter.biz

4822 Rd. 69E, Dix, NE 69133
www.countryprinter.biz

Call Us 

Today!

BANNERS l CARDS l BROCHURES            
      ENVELOPES l BUSINESS FORMS

Serving the area since 1971!

A reliable quality service
for all your electrical needs.

14608 HWY 14 | STERLING, CO 80751

M
K
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58
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4
J-
A
-A

1

edwardjones.com

Happy New 
Year!

Bill Benson 
Financial Advisor

1121 10th Avenue 
Sidney, NE 69162 
308-254-5608

Member SIPC

Time for New Year’s Financial Resolutions
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Worship Directory

choosing your church

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
San Marino & Lodgepole

(308) 254-3124
Worship Service 9:30 a.m. Sunday

if you have any changes that need to be made for your church, please email them to ads@suntelegraph.com, editor@suntelegraph.com, or call us at 
308.254.2818. special events may be posted on our community calendar. thank you! 

Sidney Federal
Savings & Loan

1045 10th Ave. Sidney, NE 69162  
254-2401

www.sidneyfederal.com

Napa Auto Parts

254-5365 • 1835 Illinois

Michael Neal,
D.D.S.

2678 11th Ave.
Sidney • 254-2555

The Potter State
Bank of Potter

Compliments of Directors, 
Officers & Staff

Holechek 
Funeral Home

Jim Holechek • Paula Bondegard
1212 10th Ave.•254-2233

Main Offi ce: 901 10th Ave. • 254-5536
24 Hour Teller: 12th & Jackson

817 12th ave. 
PO Box 193

Sidney, nE 69162
(308) 254-2818

Fax: (308) 254-3925
www.suntelegraph.com

Don ogle 
Editor/Publisher

Sidney Federal
Savings & Loan

1045 10th Ave. Sidney, NE 69162  
254-2401

www.sidneyfederal.com

The Potter State
Bank of Potter

Compliments of Directors, 
Officers & Staff

RANDY’S 
AUTO CARE
308.254.9045

1240 Illinois St. • Sidney 817 12th Ave. 
PO Box 193

Sidney, NE 69162
(308) 254-2818

Fax: (308) 254-3925
www.suntelegraph.com

Forrest Hershberger 
Publisher

Gregory G. Scripp
Registered Principal
1731 Illinois Street
Sidney, NE 69162

Member FINRA/SIPC
308-254-7275
800-216-7275

 • 254-5536
24 Hour Teller: 12th & Jackson

Gehrig-Stitt Chapel
& Cremation Services

Gordy Stitt & Staff
1140 10th Ave • 254-2055
1212 10th Ave • 254-2233

TO GET YOUR NAME
IN EVERY PAPER,
ADVERTISE HERE!

CALL BARBARA
308.254.2818

OR EMAIL
ads@suntelegraph.com

RESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW!

Support your local Faith 
Community. Call 

308-254-2818 or email 
ads@suntelegraph.com 

to reserve your spot 
today!

But even if you 
should suffer for 

what is right, 
you are blessed. 
Do not fear their 
threats; do not be 

frightened.

1 PETER 3:14

siDney
cALVAry BAptist church
1129 10th Ave, sidney
pastor Dan pennington
(308) 254-4098 
Sunday: Coffee & Fellowship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
Morning Service, 10:45 a.m.
Sunday EvEning: “digging deeper” 
Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Sat. Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m.

christ episcopAL church
(old Fort sidney chapel)
945 Linden st.
(308) 254-2166
Sunday: 10 a.m. Services
& Holy Communion

church oF christ 
so. 11th Ave. & Alvarado
(308) 254-2029
Sunday: Bible Classes, 9:30 a.m.,
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.

church oF the nAZArene
1445 Jackson street
pastor rev. Lee eads
(308) 254-4519
Sunday: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Morning Worship Service, 10:30 a.m., 
Evening Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7 p.m.

eVAngeLicAL Free church
2763 11th Ave.
pastor Doug Birky
www.efcsidney.org
(308) 254-6162
Sunday: Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Worship Service, 10 a.m.

First BAptist church
17th Avenue and Jackson street
pastor Jim Leslie
(308) 250-9333
Sunday: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.,
Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.,
afternoon Worship 1:30 p.m.
WEdnESday Mid-week Service, 7 p.m.

First christiAn church
(Disciples of christ)
940 13th Ave.
pastor curtiss Davis
(308) 254-4851
Sunday: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
WEdnESday: Worship Service 6:30 p.m.

First uniteD MethoDist church
2622 11th Ave. sidney
(308) 254-4505
sidneyfirstumc@gmail.com
pastor corey Jenkins 308.254.4505
adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 (nursery Offered)
Children’s Sunday School 10:30 
www.sidneyfirstumc.org

hoLy trinity LutherAn church
san Marino & Lodgepole 
(308) 254-3124

Worship Service 9:30 am Sundays,  live-
streamed on www.holytrinitysidney.com, 
and on www.facebook.com/holytrinity-
sidney.

Light MeMoriAL 
presByteriAn church
1345 Linden st.
rev. Mary Jo Dean, pastor
(308) 254-5675
Sunday: Worship Service, 10 a.m.
TuESday: 10 a.m. Bible Study

neW heArt FeLLoWship 
1545 King st.
pastor pete Morgan
(308) 254-7333
Sun. Morning Worship, 10 a.m.,
Sun. Evening Prayer Service, 6 p.m.
WEd. adult Home Bible Study, 6:30 p.m., 
Call for details.

seVenth DAy ADVentist church
2393 Maple st.
pastor Brien Wahlen
(308) 254-4781
SaTuRday: Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.,
Worship Service, 11 a.m.
www.sidneysdachurch.com

siDney FoursQuAre gospeL 
church
16th and elm street
Sunday School, 8:30 a.m.,
Worship Service, 9:30 a.m.

st. pAtricK’s cAthoLic church
1039 14th Ave. sidney
rev. Michael F. McDermott
(308) 254-2828 www.sidneystpats.com
Mass – SaTuRday: 5p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m., noon
TuESday & SaTuRday: Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, 4:30-5:00 p.m.

st. pAuL’s LutherAn church 
Missouri synod
1432 Maple st.
(308) 254-3144
Allen strawn-Vacancy pastor
Sunday: Worship Service, 11 a.m.
Sunday School, 10 a.m.
Confirmation Classes: Sunday
Bi-weekly at 1:30 p.m.

the church oF Jesus christ 
oF LAtter-DAy sAints
toledo and Keller Drive
Bishop Keith grunig  
(308) 249-1565
Sunday: Sacrament Meeting – 10 a.m.

the WeLL
432 20th Ave.
pastor Justin Brown
(308) 430-8579
SundayS:  9:30 a.m. growth groups, 
10:30 a.m. Worship. Meal 5:30 p.m. 
Worship Service, 6:30 p.m.
TuESdayS: 6:30 p.m. Community 
groups. WEdnESday: 6:30 p.m. youth 
group. all are Welcome!

trinity LutherAn church
Missouri synod
12108 rd. 6 (corner of rds 121 & 6)
rev. neil carlson, pastor
(308) 254-3062
april 1 - Oct. 1: Sunday Worship, 8:30 
a.m.; Oct. 1 - april 1: Sunday Worship, 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m
Lenten Service, 7:30 p.m. (02/14 to 3/21)

WestsiDe church oF christ
1745 Linden street
David Bryan
(308) 254-3860
Sunday: Bible Class, 9 a.m., 
Worship Service, 10 a.m.
Evening Service, 6 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible Study, 6 p.m.

potter / Dix
prAirie West church, eLcA/uMc
904 sheridan, potter, (308) 879-4583
pastor Betsy galloway-carew
parsonage: (308) 879-0117
Children & adult Sunday school – 9:30 
a.m.; 10:30 am – Sunday Worship with 
fellowship to follow
Social distancing recommended
Jr./Sr. High youth group – Last Wednesday 
of the month 
Council Meetings – 3rd Monday of Month 
- 7:00 p.m – in fellowship hall
(Communion on first Sunday of the month) 
 
st. pAuL’s LutherAn church  
oF potter - Missouri synod
7 n, 6 e 1/2 s. of potter
rev. ted A. Bourret
(308) 879-4437
Sunday: Worship Service, 9 a.m., 
Sunday School/Bible class, 10 a.m.
WEd. Weekday School & Confirmation 
class, 4:15 p.m. - Holy Communion 1st & 
3rd Sunday of each month.
 
BAyArD
AssuMption greeK orthoDox 
church
810 12th Avenue, Bayard
presbyter sergios smith
Sunday: divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.
Feast days, 10 a.m.
 
DALton / gurLey
DALton AsseMBLy oF goD church
corner of Francis and Wabasha
pastor Mike sullivan
(308) 377-2331
Sunday: Worship Service, 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study, 4 p.m.; First Sunday Movie 
night, 4 p.m.; SaTuRday: First Saturday 
Coffee, 9 a.m.

sALeM LutherAn church
Missouri synod
gurley (W. of water tower)
rev. ted Bourret
(308) 879-4532

Sunday: Worship Service, 10:35 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Holy 
Communion: 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month. TuESday: Confirmation, 3:45 p.m.

st. MAry’s church
718 Francis st Dalton
Father c.p. Varghese
(308) 377-2440
EuCHaRiST: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays, 
8 a.m.; 2nd, 4th Sundays & Saturdays
at 6 p.m.; Sunday Mass at 8 a.m.

uniteD church oF the pLAins
124 state street, Dalton
(308) 277-2357
Sunday: Worship, 10:45 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Coffee Time: 10 a.m.
Holy Communion, 1st Sunday each month.
Christian Education “The Way” 
Wednesday after School at the 
Community Shepards Center 404 Francis 
St. dalton

LoDgepoLe
gLoriA Dei LutherAn church
pMA Brenda tophoj
1011 Mccall st., Lodgepole
(308) 483-5534
Sunday: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.

neW hope FeLLoWship church
pastor r J savely
402 Bates Blvd., Lodgepole
(308) 483-5326
Sunday: Worship, 10:30 a.m.;  
youth/Children/adult Ministry, 9:15 a.m.

uniteD MethoDist church
Lodgepole
pastor ceciliah igweta
(308) 483-5259
Sunday: Worship: 11:15 a.m.
FB:  Chappell Lodgepole uM Parish
Like us on face book for Worship Live

Weyerts iMMAnueL LutherAn 
church 
13920 road 46, Lodgepole
(308) 483-5773
Sunday: Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

chAppeLL
BereA LutherAn church
2874 hwy. 27, chappell (rural chappell)
(308) 874-2581
sr Anne hall
Sunday: Worship Service, 10:45 a.m. 

grAce coMMunity FeLLoWship
po Box 871, chappell
pastor Brent DeJong (308) 566.0227
The Lions Club
Sunday Worship, 10 a.m. 
www.gcfchappell.org

grAce LutherAn church
1302 2nd st., chappell
pMA Brenda tophoj
(308) 874-3226

Sunday: Worship Service, 9 a.m.
soLiD rocK BiBLe church
pastor rod Wright
602 3rd st., chappell
www.solidrockbible.com
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible study, 6:30 p.m.

st. Joseph’s church
1079 2nd st - chappell
Fr. rayappa (roy) pasala
(308) 874-3407
EuCHaRiST: Sundays, 10:30 a.m.

uniteD MethoDist church
346 Babcock
chappell ne 69129 
pastor ceciliah igweta
(308) 874-2931
Sunday: Worship Service, 9:45 a.m.
FB:  Chappell Lodgepole uM Parish
Like us on face book for Worship Live

Zion LutherAn church
645 5th st., chappell
rev. neil carlson, pastor
(308) 874-2533 
Sunday: Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:15 a.m. 
 
oshKosh
st. Mark’s Lutheran church
200 east Ave e., oshkosh
(308) 772-4154
sr Anne hall
Sunday: Worship Service, 9 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays
 
coLorADo
hArVest BAptist church
221 Main street, ovid, co 
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. growth groups 
(adult, Children, youth), 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service

uniteD MethoDist church
203 5th st, ovid, co
pastor ceciliah igweta 
970-463-5512 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

sAcreD heArt cAthoLic church 
peetz, colo.
Father Michael Bodzioch
Father herman nsubuga
Sunday Mass: 10 a.m. – 2nd & 4th 
Sunday,  8 a.m. – 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday

st. cAtherine oF sienA
cAthoLic church
iliff, colo.
Father Michael Bodzioch
Father herman nsubuga
Sun. Mass: 10 p.m. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, 
8 a.m., 2nd & 4th Sunday

uniteD MethoDist church
529 Logan st.
peetz, colo.
Sunday: Worship Service, 9 a.m.
WEdnESday: youth group 6 p.m.

Star of Wonder
 as i sit down to write this, i am still filled with the 

awe of seeing the Christmas Star shining brightly in 
the december sky.  

For the first time since medieval times, Jupiter 
and Saturn became so close to each other that they 
appeared as a bright “double planet”, which we see 
as a bright star. 

it is the closest great conjunction of the planets 
since 1623 and the first to be easily observable since 
1226.  it became visible to us on december 21, 2020, 
the darkest day of the year, the Winter Solstice. 

The wonders of god never cease!
Was the Star of Bethlehem, that led the Magi to the 

infant Jesus, the same as the Christmas Star  we just 
witnessed?  Some think that is quite conceivable, but 
only god knows. However, what we do know from 
scripture is that the Three Wise Men followed that star 
to the Light of the World, the Christ Child.   Like the 
Magi, let us seek Jesus.  He is our Light. in John 8:12 
we are assured by His own Words: “When Jesus spoke 
again to the people, he said, ‘i am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in dark-
ness but will have the light of life ’.”

i hope many of you saw the Christmas star. if not, 
you can still see it up until January 7.  Look to the 
southwest soon after sundown.  you can see it for 
about two hours as it gradually grows dimmer. it is 
pretty awesome and a very positive event which can 
bring light to a very dark and negative year.

May we always praise and thank Christ our Savior 
for being with us and pouring out His light and love 
upon us in the dark days of winter and the dark days 
of our lives.

Star of wonder…….guide us to your perfect light! 
Jan Knicely, Associate in Ministry emeritus

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
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Three Will Focus on Panhandle

LINCOLN— Amanda Peters 
refers to the outdoors as her “happy 
place.”

The Lincoln woman is a cardiac 
intensive care unit nurse at Bryan 
Medical Center East, and in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
she has leaned on that happy place 
even more. That escape recently 
helped her earn her first whitetail 
deer.

When she landed it at the end 
of rifle season in November, her 
father, Marv, submitted the memory 
to the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission’s Take ’em Hunting 
Challenge, which encourages people 
to take a beginner hunting.

While Marv has always been an 
avid hunter, Amanda grew up famil-
iar with guns and trap shooting, 
but only started showing interest in 
hunting over the past few seasons.

She takes value in being an ethi-
cal hunter and in doing things the 
right way. So when Amanda learned 
a local landowner was having trou-
ble with an apparent overabundance 
of does on his property, she felt bet-
ter about passing up several smaller 
bucks for a chance at a doe. It took 
until the end of the season, with 
several long days of sitting in blinds 
from before sunrise to sunset, but 
the experience offered plenty of time 
to bond with her father.

Having him there made the 
moment even sweeter, she said, 

because her father has been there 
for all of her “firsts” — from her first 
turkey to now her first deer.

Amanda’s growing hobby also has 
offered her a much-needed break 
from the stress of her job as a nurse 
during the global pandemic. She 
spends long days wearing full pro-
tective gear while caring for a seem-
ingly never-ending flurry of extreme-
ly sick patients, a job that has taken 
a toll, especially emotionally.

“You learn a lot about yourself,” 
she said.

Escaping into nature and enjoying 
a hunt has helped.

“The best part about it is sitting in 
the deer blind when the sun comes 
up,” she said. “It’s like watching the 
world wake up.”

Amanda’s story is one of hun-
dreds submitted through the Take 
’em Hunting Challenge, which runs 
through the end of May 2021. Those 
wanting to get involved still can by 
taking a beginning hunter or some-
one who has not been in a while and 
submitting the story for a chance to 
win a variety of prizes.

To learn more about the challenge, 
visit outdoornebraska.org/takeem-
hunting.

— Ben Jones, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission

ICU Nurse Turns to 
Outdoors for Escape, 
Sees Hunting Success

LINCOLN - The 2021 Nebraska 
Crop Production Clinics will feature 
research updates and information 
tailored to regional crop issues and 
grower interests. 

Session topics will include crop pro-
duction, soil management, water man-
agement, agribuisiness management, 
pesticide and environmental safety, 
pest management, pesticide applica-
tion technology, cover crops, forages, 
and agricultural technology.

Due to the uncertainty related 
to COVID-19 around the state, the 
Clinics will be offered virtually in 
2021. There will NOT be an in-person 
presentation at Gering, as there usu-
ally is.

There will be limited opportunity 
for in-person viewing of Clinic presen-
tations at various county locations. 
You can find out more about these 
locations on the CPC website : http://
agronomy.unl.edu/cpc. The Panhandle 
Research and Extension Center will 
not be hosting an in-person viewing 
site.

Availability of in-person view will 
depend on COVID-19 directed health 
measures in place at the time – visit 
the Clinic website for most up-to-date 
information.

Sponsored by Nebraska Extension, 
the programs will be will feature “live” 
presentations via Zoom held on nine 
days throughout January and include 
pesticide applicator recertification 
training. Dates include:

Western Nebraska Focused 
Clinics: Jan. 5, 12, 19 (all Tuesdays).

Central Nebraska Focused 
Clinics: Jan. 6, 13, 20 (all 
Wednesdays).

Eastern Nebraska Focused 
Clinics: Jan. 7, 14, 21 (all Thursdays).

Individual clinics will be custom-
ized to address topics specific to that 
area of the state, allowing growers to 
get research-based information on the 
issues they face locally.

Complete agendas and online reg-
istration for each site are at http://
agronomy.unl.edu/cpc. Pre-registration 
is required and costs $80.

Certified Crop Advisor credits will 
be available these areas: crop produc-
tion, nutrient management, integrated 
pest management, water management 
and professional development.

Pesticide Applicator 
Recertification

The clinics will be the primary 
venue for commercial and non-com-
mercial pesticide applicators to renew 
their licenses in the following catego-
ries: general standards (00), ag plant 
(01) and demonstration/research (D/R).  
Private pesticide applicators can also 
renew their licenses by attending the 
crop production clinic. 

Due to the uncertainty of in-person 
pesticide applicator trainings in 2021 
due to COVID-19 safety restrictions, 
individuals seeking to renew their 
private, commercial / non-commercial 
pesticide applicator licenses should 
attend one of the Crop Production 
Clinics virtually.  Pesticide applicator 
recertification training will be avail-
able in these categories: commercial/
non-commercial in general standards 
(00), ag plant (01), and demonstration/
research (D/R); and private applicator.

LINCOLN – Five directorships for the Nebraska Pea & Lentil Board are 
open for appointment by Gov. Pete Ricketts. Applications should be submitted 
no later than 5 p.m. CST on Friday, May 1, 2021. These five (5) appointments 
will be the inaugural directors for the Nebraska Pea & Lentil Board.

Qualified candidates include those who are citizens of Nebraska, are at least 
21 years of age, have been actively engaged in growing peas, lentils, chickpeas, 
or garbanzo beans, faba beans, or lupins in Nebraska, reside in a county in the 
respective district for which the candidate is applying and derive a substantial 
portion of income from producing any of the crops mentioned above.

District 1 represents the Nebraska panhandle and includes the following 
counties: Sioux, Scotts Bluff, Banner, Kimball, Dawes, Box Butte, Morrill, 
Cheyenne, Sheridan, Garden, and Deuel.

District 2 represents southwest corner of Nebraska and stretches north 
to Cherry County. District 2 includes the following counties: Cherry, Grant, 
Hooker, Thomas, Arthur, McPherson, Logan, Keith, Perkins, Lincoln, Chase, 
Hayes, Frontier, Dundy, Hitchcock, and Red Willow.

District 3 represents central and eastern Nebraska. This includes all coun-
ties not listed in Districts 1 or 2. District 4 and District 5 Board Directors rep-
resent the whole state as At-Large board members.

Any producer interested in an appointment may submit an application to 
the Governor’s office for consideration. Interested producers can call Kathleen 
Dolezal with the Nebraska Governor’s Office at 402-471-2256. 

Interested producers may also apply online at https://governor.nebraska.gov/
board-comm-req.

Extension Crop 
Production Clinics 

Online This January

Pea and Lentil Board Seeking 
Inaugural Board Directors

www.pvbank.com

to the curb

Sign up for eStatements online or ask a personal banker 
for more details today!

KICK CLUTTER

 FORREST HERSHBERGER/SUN-TELEGRAPH
BIRD IN FLIGHT— Geese were seen in the fields on the south side of Pole Creek Road 
over the weekend. This one broke from the flock foraging through the corn stubble.
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1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of 
the Canadian province British Columbia?

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which 
university or college has sports teams 
with the nickname "Golden Gophers"?

3. MEASUREMENTS: How many 
cups equal 1 quart?

4. TELEVISION: What was the name 
of the mansion in the TV series "Dark 
Shadows"?

5. ANATOMY: What are the tissues 
that hold bones together?

6. SCIENCE: What is the study of 
plants called?

7. MOVIES: What are the main food 
groups, according to Buddy in the movie 
"Elf"?

8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the 
scientific adjective used to describe fish?

9. CURRENCY: What is the basic cur-
rency of Haiti?

10. INVENTIONS: Who is credited 
with the invention of vaccines?

© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Victoria
2. University of Minnesota
3. Four
4. Collinwood
5. Ligaments
6. Botany
7. Candy, candy canes, candy corns 

and syrup
8. Piscine
9. Gourde
10. Edward Jenner

Posting Date December 28, 2020
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Leyton Basketball Splits 
Against Arthur County

MIKE MOTZ/SUN-TELEGRAPH
LEFT: Leyton freshman Claire Watchorn led the scoring for the Lady Warriors in their loss to Arthur County last Tuesday. RIGHT: Leyton junior K.J. Bush drives the lane during the Warriors’ 
victory over Arthur County last Tuesday.

mike motz/sun-telegraph
xxxx

Leyton’s basketball teams 
hosted Arthur County last 
Tuesday in their final action 
before the Christmas break, and 
the teams split with the girls los-
ing and the boys winning their 
contest. 

The Lady Warriors increased 
their roster to six players with 
the addition of senior Sage 
Rummel, but the Lady Wolves 
had  a much deeper roster with 
15 players and a size advantage 
that proved too much for the 
Leyton squad.

Even with that disadvantage, 
the Leyton girls played tough 
and hung on through the early 
going, hitting outside shots 
while being shut down under 
the boards. 

Arthur County scored four 
quick points at the end of the 
first quarter to give them a 
16-to-9 edge going into the sec-
ond quarter. 

Arthur County subbed early 
and often, keeping their play-
ers fresh while the Leyton team 
wore down. The Lady Wolves 
were able to put up 18 points 
in the second quarter with their 
tough inside game, and the 
Lady Warriors trailed 34-to-16 
at the half.

Arthur County poured it on 
in the third quarter, and pulled 

away with a big lead that started 
the running clock, then coasted 
through the fourth quarter with 
their bench players to earn the 
67-to-26 victory. But the Leyton 
girls battled hard the whole way, 
never giving up and challenging 
every Arthur County shot. 

Although the score was 
lopsided, the effort was tre-
mendous, and the exhausted 
Lady Warriors left the court 
to the appreciative cheers of 
the crowd. Freshman Claire 
Watchorn is starting to make an 
impact for the Lady Warriors, 
and she led the Leyton scor-
ing with 12 points. Seniors Ella 
Draper and Sage Rummel had 
eight and five points respec-
tively in the loss.

It was a different story for the 
boys team, as the Warriors have 
a solid roster packed with tal-
ent. With good size and great 
speed, the Warriors are start-
ing to play well together, and 
matched the Wolves’ scoring in 
the early going. 

Led by slashing drives to the 
hoop by junior K.J. Bush, Leyton 
then went on a 10-to-0 run and 
kept the Wolves at bay, leading 
20-to-10 at the end of the first 
quarter. 

Arthur County chipped away 
at the lead in the second quar-

ter, but a scoring burst capped 
by junior Scout Gamble’s buzz-
er-beating three-pointer gave 
the Warriors a 33-to-22 lead at 
the intermission.

The physical inside play 
between the teams continued, 
and Arthur County’s leading 
players started to rack up fouls 
as they closed the gap with the 
Warriors. With the lead trimmed 
down to four points, Leyton 
again battled back, and built the 
lead back to 12 points. 

Arthur County junior Bryce 
Hanna nailed a three pointer at 
the buzzer to trim the Leyton 
lead to 50-to-41 going into the 
final quarter. 

Leyton was able to keep pace 
with their scoring, while the 
Wolves’ top scorers, Hanna and 
senior Alex Worthing, fouled 
out later in the quarter. Leyton 
was able to then cruise to a 
68-to-54 victory.  Bush led 
the scoring for Leyton with 19 
points while senior Zack Henke 
had 10 points, including eight 
points in the critical third quar-
ter, before he fouled out later in 
the fourth quarter.

The Leyton girls team fell to 
1-and-3 on the season with their 
loss while the boys improved to 
2-and-1 and look very sharp 
going into the break. 

Leyton’s next scheduled 
games are on January 9 when 
the travel to Hay Springs to face 
off against the Hawks.

Mike Motz
mike@suntelegraph.com

OF THE WEEKOF THE WEEK

LEASING BY ADAMS, LLC

1900 Illinois, Sidney

K.J. Bush – Junior, Leyton High School
Bush led the offense with 19 points in the Warrior’s 68-

54 victory over Arthur County last Tuesday. 



Creek Valley’s Storm 
Basketball teams have had a 
rough opening to their sea-
sons, with the Lady Storm 
only earning one win while the 
boys team is surprisingly win-
less going into the Christmas 
break.

The teams traveled for tour-
nament action on December 21 
and 22, and the Lady Storm 
first faced the Wallace Lady 
Wildcats. A slow start on offense 
coupled with a tough Wallace 
defense had the Lady Storm 
falling behind quickly, and at 
the end of the half Creek Valley 
was down 28-to-7. 

Creek Valley only managed 
another seven points in the sec-
ond half, and fell by a final score 
of 54-to-14. Freshman Brenna 
Isenbart led the scoring , bury-
ing three three-pointers for nine 
points in the loss. The Lady 
Storm struggled from the line 
making just 1-of-6 free throws. 
The Lady Storm finished the 
tournament against Hyannis, 
and again fell behind early and 
lost by a score of 49-to-18. The 
Lady Storm are now 1-and-6 on 
the season.

The boys team faced Wallace 
on the December 21, and again 
faltered in the early going fall-
ing behind 24-to-11 at the end of 
the first period. But the Storm 
offense picked up in the sec-
ond quarter and kept pace with 
the Wildcats, but still trailed 
41-to-27 at the half. 

The Storm could not stop 
the Wildcats offense and were 
unable to narrow the lead, and 
fell by a final score of 70-to-52.  
Senior Oakley Hodges had a 
fine night offensively, scoring 
20 points and sinking two from 
beyond the three-point arc.

Creek Valley looked to match 
up well against Hyannis on 
December 22, but after a 13-to-
13 tie to end the first quarter, 
the Storm’s shooting went 
cold and they went into the 
intermission trailing 27-to-
21. Another soft quarter in 
the third put them behind by 
12 going into the fourth quar-
ter, and although the offense 

came alive in the fourth quar-
ter, it wasn’t enough to make 
up the deficit and the Storm 

fell by a final score of 55-to-
47. Junior Brayden Johnson 
led the scoring for the Storm 

with 18 points in the loss. 
The defeat keeps the Storm 
winless at 0-and-7. The teams 

break until January 8 when 
they travel for action against 
Stapleton.
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Storm’s Struggles Continue
sports  

Mike Motz
mike@suntelegraph.com

The numbers are out, and 
here’s a real shocker: pro 
sports viewership ratings are 
continuing to dramatically 
decrease. They can blame 
COVID all they’d like, but 
common sense tells you peo-
ple’s inability to go to the 
game would lead to an in-
crease, not decrease, in tel-
evision viewership. With rat-
ings declines ranging from 
really bad to disastrous, it’s 
pretty clear that the general 
public smells the con. And 
that con is sports leagues 
merging with phony social justice activ-
ists and inflicting their propaganda and 
bullying tactics on sports fans.

Notice, the term I used is “phony so-
cial justice.” That’s because most Amer-
icans will rally in favor of causes, even 
“social justice” causes, if they ring true. 
But they won’t be receptive to Cultural 
Revolution-style struggle sessions ad-
ministered by multi-millionaire televi-
sion personalities. Change and adjust-
ments of beliefs can and do happen, 
albeit too slowly for many. Sports pro-
gramming has historically been a fer-
tile avenue to evolve change, when the 
cause is true. But fair-minded people 
won’t warm to phony causes obviously 
used for political and monetary gain by 
unsavory groups and organizations. 

One of the most famous and defini-
tive sports highlights of the modern era 
is black athlete Jesse Owen’s triumph 
over Adolf Hitler’s “Master Race” of 
athletes in the 1936 Munich Olympics. 
As African-Americans at home were be-
ing denied civil rights and treated as 
second-class citizens, Owens’ triumph 
made headlines across the world and 
gave Americans a sense of pride. It also 
brightened the spotlight on the United 
State’s civil rights inequities of the day. 
Although treated as a hero and glad 

handed by the public on his re-
turn from Munich, Owens was 
unable to translate that good 
will into monetary success at 
home. After the parades and 
interviews were over, Owens 
was still a Black Man in in 
pre-Civil Rights Era America, 
and struggled.

After the Olympics, Owens 
did not travel and compete in 
the next competition in Swe-
den as scheduled, but opted 
to return home and “cash-in” 
on his Olympic notoriety. Fu-
rious with his decision, the 

U.S. Olympic Committee terminated 
his amateur status and banned him 
from future competitions. Less than six 
months after winning four gold med-
als in a German stadium packed with 
100,000 cheering fans, he was racing a 
gelding on a track in Havana in front of 
a few thousands spectators for a couple 
of bucks. 

Famous for being “snubbed” by Hitler 
not shaking his hand, (Hitler shook no 
hands after the first day of competition, 
at the request of the Olympic Commit-
tee — Owens did not win his first medal 
until the third day) few people know 
now that Owens was actually snubbed 
by FDR. “Hitler didn’t snub me— it was 
[Roosevelt] who snubbed me. The presi-
dent didn’t even send me a telegram,” 
said Owens.

In fact, the 1936 Olympic Team was 
invited to the White House, but only 
the white athletes. Roosevelt never ac-
knowledged Owens’ accomplishments 
or any of the 18 black athletes on the 
1936 team.

No one can look at Owens’ circum-
stance and not see the injustice. But 
Owens’ experience was used to educate 
over the years, and with more white 
and black citizens interacting and 
working together, especially in a high 

profile way with sports, change slowly 
happened and became inevitable. Jack-
ie Robinson broke the color barrier in 
1947 and other changes and improve-
ments continued through the 50’s and 
60’s until the controversial Black Power 
salute of the 1968 Olympics highlighted 
divisions within the civil rights move-
ment and cast a negative light on social 
justice messaging in sports for the next 
few decades.

Now after the last few years of Na-
tive American activists banging drums 
in teenagers’ faces, Jussie Smullett’s 
and Bubba Wallace’s nooses and many 
other clownish “happenings,” most ra-
tional people have learned that these 
incidents are usually outright hoaxes 
or at the very least involve way more 
detail than originally reported. But the 
activists don’t care about the actual 
facts, only their “Truth.” They aren’t 
here to educate--they’re here to en-
force compliance through bullying. For 
example, although the Wallace noose 
proved to be a simple garage door pull 
that some bored worker probably tied 
into a loop many many months before 
Bubba Wallace ever appeared at that 
garage bay, certain activist voices de-
clared that those facts didn’t matter, 
and that NASCAR clearly had a racial 
problem. NASCAR’s bumbling response 
to these accusations of racism, without 
any actual evidence, shows the power of 
these media vampires.

Causes, when worthy, are embraced 
by most people who look to help or 
change an injustice. In recent memory, 
after 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina all 
professional sports leagues mobilized 
their organizations and athletes to 
partner with the fans and the public 
to raise funds and rebuild after those 
devastating events. Who can ever for-
get Drew Brees and all the good will he 
built up by helping the people of New 
Orleans recover from Katrina?

Now we have political organiza-
tions trying to affect “change,” truth 
be damned, while making a bunch of 
money bullying people and organiza-
tions with racial and social justice de-
mands that simply don’t ring true to 
most Americans. It seems nearly all of 
the examples of these incidents as some 
sort of systemic racist conspiracy fall 
apart upon even cursory examination. 
And if you’re a person of any fame or 
notoriety and you point this out, your 
career will be over if you don’t retract 
your statement and apologize. Who can 
ever forget Drew Brees and all the good 
will he threw away by pointing out the 
obvious about BLM then immediately 
apologizing and kissing backside when 
his career was threatened by the social 
justice Twitter-mob?

Hey, he would’ve lost millions of dol-
lars if didn’t conform to the mob — what 
would you have done?

As long as you still have the freedom 
to switch the channel in private, you 
may still think you have a bit of in-
fluence on these matters of our times. 
Even as the mainstream channels you 
switch between are almost all sing-
ing the same song, and you’ve noticed 
many of the alternative channels on 
YouTube you liked have all suddenly 
disappeared. In the near future, don’t 
act surprised when you must watch a 
45 second recap of this Sunday’s NFL 
action (brought to you by BLM™) if you 
want to watch that episode of “King of 
the Hill” on Hulu.

So, will you forego your Hank Hill fix 
to maintain your dignity, or will you 
watch the 45 seconds to “go along to get 
along?”

I think you know the answer, and 
they didn’t even have to threaten to 
take away millions of dollars from you 
to get your compliance. Finally, and for 
your own good, sports will again truly 
be “Must-See TV.” 

Making Sports Must-See TV Again

Mike Motz
Chatter from

 the Cheap Seats

MIKE MOTZ/SUN-TELEGRAPH
LEFT: Creek Valley senior Grace Greenwood and the Lady Storm look to improve on their slow start after the Christmas break. RIGHT: Creek Valley 
senior Justin Ningen and the Storm Basketball team are still searching for their first win of the young season.
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PHOTO CONTEST
HEARTLAND

Readers of the Sidney Sun-Telegraph, Western Nebraska Observer, and Pine Bluffs Post are 
invited to submit photos for the Heartland Photo Contest for 2021.

There is no cost to enter. Submit a print, TIFF or JPEG file. 
Each entry must have the name of the photographer, newspaper name, and 

description of photograph. Deadline for the contest is January 20, 2021.  The winner 
will appear on the front page of the 2021 Heartland special section.

By entering, you agree that Sidney Sun-Telegraph, Western Nebraska Observer, and Pine 
Bluffs Post have the rights to publish the photo. Mail entries to Sidney Sun-Telegraph, PO 

Box 193, Sidney, NE 69129. TIFFs and JPEGs should be e-mailed to ads@suntelegraph.com:
Photographs should be no smaller than 1200 pixels or 300 dpi.

Deadline for the contest is 12pm, January 20, 2021

THEME:  AGRICULTURE

Shop with a Cop 2020 was a little different this year due to Covid but a success 

none the less.

The Sidney program had 12 families participate this year. Officers were not 

able to take all of the children out shopping. Instead children were encouranged 

to mail their wish lists and officers shopped for them and had the fun of wrapping 

all of the gifts and delivering to the families along with items. Donations from 

Sonnys also allowed families to enjoy a very nice Christmas dinner.

Sidney Police Department, along with members of the Fraternal Order of Police 

Lodge No. 43, and the Cheyenne County Sheriffs Office would like to thank every-

one that donated to this program and the volunteers who helped with the wrap-

ping. We couldn’t have done the event without your support. 

Departments are hoping the 2021 Shop With A Cop will return to children 

shopping with officers, and the fun of wrapping presents.

‘Shop With A Cop’ 
Adapts to COVID 

COURTESY PHOTO/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Sidney Police Officer Scott Tobler meets with a family after delivering gifts as part of the 
Shop With A Cop program recently.

COURTESY PHOTO/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Sidney Police Department Code Enforcement Officer Lisa Hanley shares a smile with a 
young gift recipient during the 2020 Shop With A Cop program in Sidney

COURTESY PHOTO/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Sidney Police Officer Scott Tobler delivers gifts to a participant in the Shop With A Cop 
program recently.  

COURTESY PHOTO/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Sidney Police Officer Scott Tobler meets with children while delivering gifts as part of the 
Shop With A Cop program. Because of COVID precautions, officers delivered gifts to homes 
instead of shopping with children as is done historically.



100 Years Ago
Dec. 31, 1920

This City Maintains 
Her Place In The Sun

In sending forth our 
final issue for the year 
1920, The Telegraph 
has compiled as nearly 
as possible, a resume 
of building operations 
for the closing twelve 
months. This feature is 
one for each reader to 
ponder over, until the 
pleasant truth dawns, 
that not only has Sidney 
valiantly kept her stride, 
but it has covered nearly 
as great a distance as 
she could have asked in 
normal times.

Sidney sits in a valley 
between the wonderful 
tablelands; valley and 
plains comprising the 
greatest wheat produc-
ing county in the world. 
Such a rich agricultural 
district could not fail to 
be hit hard with declin-
ing prices, yet this coun-
ty capital has expanded 
to that extent that her 
building operations have 
exceeded the million dol-
lar mark. 

Drive over the city 
and you will observe 
the following buildings 
finished or nearly so, in 
1920; and many lesser 
extensions and addi-
tions and improvements 
have escaped our pen, of 
necessity.

Summing up the costs 
of these various activi-
tives we have a grand 
total of $1,085,000. This 
is by no means an out-
side estimate, as we 
have before mentioned 
our omission of smaller 
projects.

There are three empty 
store rooms, already re-
rented, and no empty 
houses or vacant rooms to 
remain overnight in this 
town. If Sidney can go at 
this pace, all for neces-
sary and positive needs, 
what can she do with the 
world re-adjusted? Belief 
in ourselves, cooperation 
of all the best motives in 
the community, and tire-
less labor, will make this 
city double its size in five 
years.

News Of The Court
Judge Chambers sen-

tenced a boy, Elmer Foree, 
to the State Industrial 
School at Grand Island 
on Thursday. The lad 
was fifteen, a rover, an 
orphan, and the state 
of Idaho, from which he 
escaped, refused to come 
for him.

Frank Palmer of 
Kimball Co., drove off 
in his Ford Thursday, 
which he had retrieved 
in a local garage. The 
man who stole the car is 

known but not found.
Judge McCleneghan 

fined two locals each 
$100 for dispensing liq-
uid Christmas cheer. 
Another drew a fine of 
$50 and costs at the 
same “crool” hands, right 
on top of an expensive 
jag.

Jail is plumb full of 
boarders on variegated 
charges, some waiting 
district court and others 
for Federal attention.

A party wanted out of 
Green River for stealing 
$100 worth of clothes 
was halted here Monday 
and escorted thither on 
Thursday by a deputy 
sheriff from that city.

75 Years Ago
Dec. 28, 1945

“Commies” Bombard 
Congress With 

Propaganda, Rep. 
Miller Declares

Congressman A.L. 
Miller, in a press let-
ter this week, reveals 
the extent to which the 
“commies” pour their 
propaganda onto mem-
bers of both houses of 
congress. His statement 
follows:

“Each morning my 
mail is loaded with pro-
paganda. Ninety per-
cent of it is of the left-
ist variety. This week I 
had three letters from 
the CIO and Phillip 
Murray, its president 
demanding; that we 
kill the Hobbs Bill; vote 
against the bill to make 
unions responsible for 
carrying out their con-
tracts, which they call 
“vicious and un-Ameri-
can”; and a 22 page pam-
phlet signed by Murray 
and the Russian born 
Sidney Hillman of PAC, 
demanding the passage 
of the Full Employment 
bill.

These are only a few 
of the letters and publi-
cations, all coming from 
outside my District, 
but pointing to the 
Left. England has gone 
socialist. France is bor-
dering on control by the 
communists. There is a 
great deal of left-wing 
pressure in this coun-
try. One has to live in 
Washington to get the 
full effect of it. Since so 
much of government is 
centered in Washington 
these minorities bring 
their pressure to bear 
on it. Thus the people 
outside the Capital and 
the great industrial cen-
ters are not so conscious 
of it. The time has come 
to stop, look and listen, 
before we slip into the 
icy stream of regimen-
tation and state social-

ism.”

Sheriff Solves Gurley 
Theft

The mystery of the 
missing money and 
candy—which almost 
spoiled a Christmas 
cantata held at Gurley 
Sunday evening, was 
cleared up Monday by 
Sheriff W.W. Schulz and 
Deputy Sheriff Arnold 
Braasch after they had 
questioned a 14-year old 
boy and obtained a con-
fession.

The officers said the 
money was taken from 
clothing left in the base-
ment of a church by par-
ticipants in the cantata 
program. The cantata 
was held in the school 
building, which is near-
by, and persons in atten-
dance recalled the only 
one to leave before the 
program ended was the 
14-year old lad.

The authorities inves-
tigated further and found 
that he had spent seven 
dollars on a punch board 
Monday morning. With 
this lead, they ques-
tioned him and gained 
a confession to taking 
the money, although he 
steadfastly denied tak-
ing the candy. 

One of the theft vic-
tims lost eleven dollars, 
another seven. When the 
lad confessed he gave the 
officers seven dollars he 
had in a bill fold.

50 Years Ago
Dec. 21, 1970

Fire Destroys Trailer 
Home Saturday; 

Drive Is Underway 
For Clothing, Food, 

Cash
An uninsured trail-

er was burned early 
Saturday morning at the 
Porter Trailer Court in 
west Sidney, resulting 
in the loss of the mobile 
home and everything in 
it.

Fire Chief Dan Benzel 
said that the call came 
in at 8:11 a.m. sending 
firemen to the Harold 
Clapp trailer. Mr. 
Clapp and his two sons, 
Ronnie, 17 and Steve, 
15, live there but Ronnie 
was the only one present 
when the fire broke out.

He was still in bed 
when the fire erupted 
and could do no more 
than run to a nearby 
trailer and summon 
the fire department. 
Damage was estimated 
at $700 on the 1956 
model trailer and $1000 
in personal belongings.

Chief Benzel said it 
has been determined 
that the fire broke out 
near the heater in the 
trailer and was caused 
by a defective drop cord. 
He said the cord was 
stretched across the 
room on the floor and had 
been worn in one spot by 
people walking on it. It 
apparently shorted near 
some papers and ignited 
them.

An appeal for clothing, 
food and money for the 
stricken family brought 
outstanding response 
over the weekend. 
Sponsoring the drive are 
the members of the local 
Fireman’s Auxiliary 
with the Cheyenne 
Chamber of Commerce 
assisting.

Depots To Close
In a Friday hearing 

at Lincoln the Nebraska 
Railway Commission is 
reported to have grant-
ed an application by the 
Union Pacific Railroad 
for the elimination of 
three Panhandle depots 
along the main line and 

the establishment of a 
mobile agency to replace 
them.

It has been learned 
that the mobile agency 

will be set up in Kimball 
to replace the Potter, Dix 
and Bushnell depots. 
Closing of these depots 
will probably take place 
after the first of the year.

This is the first mobile 
agency establishment 
along the main line in 
Nebraska. Its approval 
by the railway commis-
sion will probably set a 
precedent for more con-
solidation of smaller 
depots along the mail 
line. 

25 Years Ago
Dec. 29, 1995

Cabela’s May Buy 
Wisconsin Firm’s 

Catalog Operation 
Gander Mountain, and 

outdoor outfitter head-
quartered in Wisconsin, 
has announced that it 
plans to sell its catalog 
operation to Cabela’s

The catalog division 
accounts for about two-
thirds of the Wilmot 
company’s sales of out-
door sports and recre-
ation equipment.

Terms of the prospec-
tive deal with Cabela’s, 
which has its headquar-
ters in Sidney, were 
not disclosed. Gander 
Mountain said it had 
signed a letter of intent 
and hopes to finalize the 
sale by late January.

Dave Roehr, Vice-
President of Planning 
and Marketing for 
Cabela’s, confirmed that 

both parties had signed 
a non-binding letter of 
intent. Terms and condi-
tions of the prospective 
sale remain to be negoti-
ated, he said.

People, Places & 
Things

After 65 years of being 
together, Ehme R. and 
Clara Flessner still live 
within a few steps of the 
church where they were 
married on Christmas 

Day, 1930. 
The church at 10th 

Avenue and Linden 
streets was then the 
Holy Trinity Lutheran 
church (now the Calvary 
Baptist). And after all 
these years, Ehme and 
Clara live at 920 Linden 
Street, right next to the 
old church where they 
said their vows.

Not many couples 
make it through life 
together for 65 years 
but the Flessners have 
kept the vows and lived 
a happy and productive 
life. They have four chil-
dren.

Myron and his wife 
Jeanette live on a farm 
near Potter.

Twila married Richard 
Sick, they live north of 
Chappell and they cel-
ebrated their 40th wed-
ding anniversary on 
Christmas Day, being 
married on the 25th 
anniversary of Twila’s 
parents.

Doyle married Sharon 
Snyder and lives north 
of Lodgepole.

Lamont has never 
married and lives north 
of Lodgepole.

The 65th anniversary 
of Ehme and Clara was 
marked by a quiet dinner 
at the Myron Flessner 
home on Christmas Day.

10 Years Ago
Dec. 30, 2010

Elks Lodge Promotes 

Education In County
Excited students in 

the third grade classes 
at Potter-Dix, Leyton 
and Sidney were recently 
presented with 150 dic-
tionaries by the Sidney 
Elks Lodge #1894 mem-
bers. Members of the 
lodge went around to 
area schools and pre-
sented all third grade 
students with their own 
dictionaries. 

“We believe the best 

gift we can give our chil-
dren is an education 
and in order to get the 
most out of your educa-
tion you will need to be 
able to read and under-
stand what you have just 
read,” said Elks Exalted 
ruler Paul Primm. “With 
these dictionaries you 
can look up the words 
that you don’t know the 
meaning of.”

This is just one of the 
many different commu-
nity activities the elks 
sponsor throughout the 
year. The Elks Lodge 
encourages anyone inter-
ested in supporting the 
organization, or becom-
ing a member to contact 
a current member.

Angler Dies After 
Falling Through Ice
Authorities say a 

Grand Island man died 
after falling through 
ice while ice fishing at 
Davis Creek Reservoir in 
central Nebraska. Chief 
Daryl Jorgensen of the 
North Loup Volunteer 
Fire Department told 
Ord radio station KNLV 
that other anglers saw 
the man fall through the 
ice on Tuesday evening. 
They pulled him out 
and tried to resuscitate 
him. A rescue squad took 
him to a hospital in Ord, 
where he died. His name 
has not been released, 
pending notification of 
his family.
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Let’s ring in 2021 the right way.

Keep gatherings small.  
Wear a mask  
indoors and  
out. And check  
in on loved ones  
regularly. 

We’ll have more 
to celebrate 
sooner if  
we do right,  
right now.

a new year’s 
resolutIon we 
can all agree on



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in 
over 150 newspapers. Reach 
thousands of readers for 
$225/25 word ad. Contact 
your local newspaper or call 
1-800-369-2850.
 
APPLYING FOR Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Our case managers 
simplify the process & work 
hard to help with your case. 
Call 1-866-818-0868. Free 
Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St. 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar).
 
BANKRUPTCY: FREE consul-
tation. Lowest rates. No office 
visit required. As Nebraska’s 
#1 bankruptcy firm, we 
have helped thousands of 
clients file bankruptcy in all 
93 Nebraska counties. We 
can Stop garnishments and 
foreclosures fast. www.
SamTurcoLaw.net. Call 402-
965-0424 or send e-mail to 
info@SamTurcoLawOffices.
com.
 
AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message 
to 155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low price! 
Call 1-800-369-2850 or 
www.nebpress.com for more 
details.
 
GUARANTEED LIFE 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 80). 
No medical exam. Affordable 
premiums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. 
Policy will only be cancelled 
for non-payment. 855-704-
3167.
 
HIGH-SPEED Internet. We 

instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-888-
326-3360.
 
AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand on all your 
favorite screens. Choice 
Package, $64.99/month 
plus taxes for 12 months. 
Premium Channels at 
No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/24-mo. 
agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up 
to $8.49/month is extra & 
applies. Call IVS 1-855-763-
0124.
 
DIRECTV - EVERY live foot-
ball game, every Sunday - 
anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS, 1-855-977-3794.
 
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
needed. $40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 

Call 1-855-417-4299.
 
DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month 
(where available). Switch & 
Get a Free $100 Visa Gift 
Card. Free Voice Remote. 
Free HD DVR. Free Streaming 
on All Devices. Call today! 
1-877-688-4784.
 
PORTABLE OXYGEN 
Concentrator? May be cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 855-385-3580.
STAY IN your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-in Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-888-332-9560.
 
DOES YOUR basement 
or crawl space need some 
attention? Call Thrasher 
Foundation Repair. A per-
manent solution for water-
proofing, failing foundations, 
sinking concrete and nasty 
crawl spaces. Free Inspection 
& Same Day Estimate. Call 
1-844-958-3431.
 
INVENTORS: FREE informa-
tion package. Have your 
product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & 

Development pros and pre-
sented to manufacturers. Call 
1-877-581-2504 for a Free 
Idea Starter Guide. Submit 
your idea for a free consul-
tation.
 
FAMILY MEDICINE clinic lab 
tech or phlebotomist, full-
time. Hours 9-5 Monday 
through Friday. Requires 
associate or bachelor’s degree 
in medical technology; ASCP 
eligible; phlebotomy skills. 
Competitive pay scale, excel-
lent benefits. Apply online at 
JCHealthandLife.org/careers/
 
U.S. MEAT ANIMAL Research 
Center, Clay Center, NE, has 
several positions available. 
Competitive salary. Excellent 
benefits. Visit https://
employment.unl.edu (seach 
keywords ‘Clay Center’) or 
call Sheila Trampe at 402-
762-4150.
 
INVITATION FOR Bids. 
The Clay County Board of 
Supervisors will accept 
sealed bids until February 23, 
2021, in the office of the Clay 

County Clerk, Clay County 
Courthouse, 111 West 
Fairfield Street, Clay Center, 
NE 68933. The bids will be 
opened on March 16, 2021, 
during the regularly sched-
uled board meeting. Bids will 
be for complete inspection 
and restoration of exterior of 
courthouse and may include 
some interior work. Bidders 
are encouraged to arrange 
an on site inspection. The 
county reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids. Please 
mark envelopes according to 
enclosed bid. Please contact 
Mike Carroll at 402-762-5329 
for more information.
 
THE COVID crisis has cost 
us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and financial secu-
rity. Have $10K in debt? 

Credit Cards, Medical Bills, 
Car Loans. Call National Debt 
Relief! We can help! Get a 
Free debt relief quote. Call 
1-866-834-5927.
 
BECOME A published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. Call Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
Free author submission kit. 
1-866-558-6428.
 
DONATE YOUR car, truck 
or van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, Free pick up. Max tax-
deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-877-312-
2360.

suntelegraph.com

HOUSING 
 FOR RENT

classifieds     

STaTEwIdES

Canterbury Estates
Has 1 and 2 Bedroom 

Openings
These Won’t Last Long!

Contact Cindi at 308-632-0473
or toll-free 1-888-694-0443

First Month Rent Free
Income qualify and special need of difficulty walking, 

talking, breathing, working, standing or other.

These are exceptionally nice units; wheelchair 
accessible, furnished with microwave, stove, 

refrigerator, w/d. We accept section 8 voucher 
rental assistance. Features low maintenance, 

off-street parking and lovely landscaping.

GREAT NEWS!!!
Western Heritage 

Apartments
2459 11th Avenue in Sidney  

1st month Rent Free           
 No Security Deposit 

Now accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom apartments.  

Residents must be 55 years 
of age or persons with 

disabilities.  Apartments are 
furnished with stove and 

refrigerator, central air/heat.  
Onsite community room and 
laundry facilities.  Housing 
Choice Voucher rental as-

sistance is  available.   
FOR RENTAL INFO 

CONTACT:
(308) 254-3670 Or Toll-
Free 1-866-694-0443

“This Institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider”

1 Bd., $525/Mo, All Utilities Paid, 
Downtown. 303-909-8849

HOUSE FOR RENT: 2 BD, 1 Bath, 
single car Garage. Call for more 
info 308-249-1053.

SALES ASSOCIATES WANTED
for  fast-paced retail store. 

Applicant must pass background 
check and be over 21. $11/hr.

Apply in person at either Sidney 
Git-N-Split location.

EOE

 Older woman 
looking for small 
house w/ garage 

to rent. 
Reasonable rent. 
970-458-1227

CITY OF SIDNEY 
Human Resources Director/ 

Administrative Assistant 
Administers the City’s human resource programs 
including recruitment, compensation, training and 
employee services; develops policies and maintains 
employee records; performs administrative assistance 
to the office of the City Manager.  
 

• BS degree in human resource management or 
public administration; or 

• 5 years of increasingly demanding municipal 
experience incl. public or private personnel mgmt.  

• SHRM Certification preferred.   
 

See www.cityofsidney.org 
for more info or contact: 

(308) 254-7002 or 
citymanager@cityofsidney.org 

DEADLINE:   1/18/2021   
Equal Opportunity Employer 
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SIDNEY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

December 16
2:54 am, Medical Call, 

1200 block Village Way
7:07 am, Traffic Stop, 

Old Post Rd. & 17J Link
7:42 am. Escort Funeral, 

Methodist Church, 2600 
block 11th Ave.

8:21 am, Parking 
Complaint, 17th Ave. & 
Maple St.

8:25 am, Parking 
Complaint, 1500 Maple St.

8:26 am, Traffic 
Accident- Priv Prop, 
Sidney High School, 1100 
block 19th Ave.

8:47 am, Parking 
Complaint, 1000 block 7th 
Ave.

10:14 am, Medical Call, 
2400 block Parkview Rd.

10:17 am, Welfare 
Check

10:53 am, DUI, Alta, 
400 block Illinois St.

11:59 am, Civil Call, 
2700 block 11th Ave.

2:25 pm, Animal Call, 
2400 block Parkview Rd.

2:51 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Ol;d Post Rd. & Upland 
Pkwy.

2:57 pm, Smoke/Odor 
Investigation, 1300 block 
Clark Dr.

3:17 pm, Fraud, Sidney 
Police Dept., 1700 block 
Illinois St.

4:11 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Summit Dr.

4:38 pm, Medical Call, 
Walmart, 3000 block 
Silverburg Dr.

4:49 pm, Traffic Stop, 
10th Ave. & Rose St.

5:02 pm, Traffic 
Accident- Priv Prop, 
Sonny’s Super Food, 2000 
block 10th Ave.

5:04 pm, Paper Service, 
Sidney Pawn, 800 block 
10th Ave.

5:04 pm, Agency Assist, 

800 block Linden St.
5:53 pm, Welfare 

Check, Walmart, 3000 
block Silverburg Dr.

6:33 pm, Harassment, 
2300 block Newton St.

8;18 pm, Agency Assist, 
2200 block 13th Ave.

9:19 pm, Disturbance, 
13th Ave. & Grant St.

10:47 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Link 17J & E Illinois St.

10:51 pm, Traffic Stop, 
10th Ave. & Toledo St.

11:06 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Sonny’s Super Food, 2000 
Block 10th Ave.

December 17
3:36 am, Welfare Check, 

15th Ave. & Jackson St.
7:30 am, Traffic 

Complaint
9:53 am, Traffic 

Accident-no injury, 12th 
Ave. & Illinois St.

10:58 am, Theft Vehicle, 
1400 block Elm St.

12:48 am, 
Threats,Sidney Police 
Dept., 1700 block Illinois 
St.

1:09 pm, Traffic 
Complaint, 7th Ave.

1:36 pm, Traffic Stop, E 
elm St. & Greenwood Rd.

1:39 pm,Abandoned 
Vehicle, Country Inn & 
Suites, 600 block Chase 
Blvd.

2:03 pm, Criminal 
Mischief, 1600 block 
Prairie Grass Dr.

3:01 pm, Theft, Walmart, 
3000 block Silverberg Dr.

6:59 pm, Agency Assist, 
Cheyenne Co. Sheriffs, 
10th Ave.

7:18 pm, Suicide, 1200 
block Village Way

10:23 pm, Animal Call, 
1700 block Illinois St.

December 18
1:01 am, Motorist 

Assist,Alta, 400 block 
Illinois St.

7:48 am, Escort Funeral, 
Church of Christ, 2600 

block 11th Ave.
8:06 am, Animal Call, 

2100 block Maple St.
8:29 am, Traffic Stop, 

11th Ave. & Illinois St.
12:32 pm, Agency 

Assist, 1000 block 22nd 
Ave.

12:39 pm, Code 
Violation, Fort Sidney Inn, 
900 block 9th Ave.

12:54 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Old Post Rd. & Outfitter 
Way

1:04 pm, Traffic stop, 
11th Ave. & Winchester 
Ln.

1:20 pm, Disturbance, 
Crestview Apts. North, 
2700 block 11th Ave.

1:32 pm, Fraud, 800 
block Olsen Dr.

2:22 pm, Animal Call, 
North Ward School, 1600 
block Elm St.

2:54 pm, Medical Call, 
2600 block Monte Vista 
Dr.

3:10 pm, Traffic Hazard, 
Old Post Rd. & 17J Link

3:18 pm, Parking 
Complaint, Loves Truck 
Stop, 600 block Chase 
Blvd.

5:22 pm, Medical Call, 
Loves Truck Stop, 600 
block Chase Blvd.

5:41 pm, Traffic 
Complaint, Old Post Rd.

6:02 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Pasadena Pl.

7:21 pm, 911 Hang Up/
Open Line, 1100 block5th 
Ave.

7:52 pm, Assault-cold, 
500 block Deborah Dr.

8:00 pm, Traffic sStop, 
11th Ave. & Legion Park 
Rd.

11:47 pm, Animal Call, 
500 block Charlotte Dr.

11:52 pm, Assault-Cold, 
Cedar Lanes, 2600 block 
11th Ave.

December 19
12:35 am, Disturbance, 

1200 block Village Way
7:33 am, Escort Funeral, 

Evangelical Free Church, 
2700 block 11th Ave.

8:12 am, Medical Call, 
Sloan Estates, 2500 block 
Craig Ave.

9:10 am, Traffic Stop, E 
Illinois St. & 17J Link

9:43 am, Traffic Stop, 
Jennifer Ln. & 17J Link

1:45 pm, Suspicious 
Person, Walmart, 3000 
block Silverberg Dr.

3:31 pm, Noise 
Complaint, 645 William 
Way

3:42 pm, Traffic Stop, 
10th Ave. & 11th Ave.

6:10 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Winchester 
Ln.

6:21 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Fort Sidney 
Rd.

8:08 pm, Traffic Stop, 
20th Ave. & Maple St.

8:13 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Old Post RD. & Silverberg 
Dr.

8:23pm, Traffic Stop, 
Loves Truck Stop, 600 
block Chase Blvd.

10:26 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Fort Sidney 
Rd.

10:27 pm, Traffic Stop, 
12th Ave. & Illinois St.

December 20
2:18 am, Fire Vehicle, 

E Illinois St. & Pennington 
Dr.

5:34 am, Medical Call, 
1600 block Ash St.

7:50 am, Traffic Accient-
Priv Prop, Walmart, 3000 
Silverberg Dr.

9:44 am, Traffic Stop, 
17J Link

12:36 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Old Post Rd. & Outfitter 
Way

3:29 pm, Juvenile 
Problems, Legion Park, 
2200 block Legion Park 
Rd.

4:50 pm, Unattended 
Death, 2600 block Laredo 
Ln.

5:29 pm, Welfare 
Check, 1500 block Birch 
St.

8:51 pm, Citizen Assist, 
Sidney Police Dept., 1700 
block Illinois ST.

9:04 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Walmart, 3000 block 
Silverberg Dr.

9:41 pm, Suspicious 
Vehicle, Dairy Queen, 600 
block Glover Rd.

9:47 pm, Suspicious 
Activity, Loves Truck Stop, 
600 block Chase Blvd.

10;10 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Old Post Rd. & Outfitter 
Way

11:22 pm, Suspicious 
Vehicle, 15th Ave. & Grant 
St.

11:41 pm, Suspicious 
Activity, Foland Farm 
Machinery, 1000 block 
Forrest St.

December 21
12:12 am, Suspicious 

Vehicle. Legion Park, 2200 
block Legion Park Rd.

12:56 am, Repossessed 
Property, 1600 block 
Manor Rd.

1:12 am, Traffic Stop, 
59 WB Interstate 80, 
Cheyenne Co.

1:26 am, Medical 
Call,2400 block 11th Ave.

4:06 am, Traffic 
Accident-Cold, E Illinois 
St. & Pennington Dr.

4:24 am, Traffic Stop, 
19th Ave. & Illinois St.

7:33 am, Alarm 
Business, Community 
Center, 627 Toledo St.

9:01 am, Animal Call, 
1300 block Toledo St.

10:47 am, Suspicious 
Activity, 2300 block 
Newton St.

10:58 am, Civil Standby-
Keep the Peace, 500 block 
Deborah Dr.

11:33 am, Parking 
Complaint, 1600 block 
Forrest St.

11:36 am, Suspicious 
Activity

12:32 pm, Traffic 
Complaint, 21st Ave. & 
Elm St.

3:45 pm, Theft, Walmart, 
3000 block Silverberg Dr.

5:06 pm, Theft, Walmart, 
3000 Block Silverberg Dr.

5:44 pm, Animal Call, 
2400 block 11th Ave.

9:51 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Legion Park 
Rd.

10:02 pm, Traffic Stop, 
10th Ave. & 11th Ave.

December 22
12:08 am, Suspicious 

Activity. 1200 block 
Village Way

1:51 am, Welfare Check, 
1500 block King St.

2:04 am, 911 Hang Up/ 
Open Line, 100 block Elm 
St.

2:32 am, Suspicious 
Vehicle, Maddox Motors, 
500 block Glover Rd.

6:28 am, Protection 
Order Violation, Sidney 
Police Dept., 1700 block 
Illinois St.

9:45 am, Assault Cold, 
800 block Maple St.

10:02 am, Parking 
complaint, 1400 block 
Newton St.

1:08 pm, Animal Call, 
2400 block Parkview Rd.

3:30 pm, Agency Assist, 
E Elm St.

3:33 pm, Suspicious 
Person, Safeway, 1900 
block Illinois St.

4:42 pin, Traffic 
Complaint, 7th Ave. & 
Maple St.

6:54 pin, Harassment, 
1400 block Maple St.

9:15 pm, 911 Hang Up/
Open Line, 13th Ave. & 
Elm St.

10:14 pm, Fire 
Structure, Sioux Villa
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L20-807
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
NOTICE

Case No. CI 20-192
Helen S. Policky, a 

single person, Plaintiff v. 
Hildur Johnson, et. al., 
Defendants

TO: Hildur Johnson 
and ____, spouse, if any 
of Hildur Johnson, real 
name unknown; the heirs, 
devisees, personal repre-
sentatives, successors and 
assigns of Hildur Johnson, 
real names unknown; Jerry 
J. Lipska and Heather K. 
Lipska, husband and wife; 
the heirs, devisees, per-
sonal representatives, 
successors and assigns of 
Jerry J. Lipska, real names 
unknown; the heirs, devi-
sees, personal repre-
sentatives, successors 
and assigns of Heather 
K. Lipska, real names 
unknown; Robert P. Lipska 
and Lila Lipska, husband 
and wife; the heirs, devi-
sees, personal represen-
tatives, successors and 
assigns of Robert P. Lipska, 
real names unknown; the 
heirs, devisees, personal 
representatives, suc-
cessors and assigns of 
Lila Lipska, real names 
unknown; Harold Addleman 
and ____, spouse, if any 
of Harold Addleman, real 
name unknown; the heirs, 
devisees, personal rep-
resentatives, successors 
and assigns of Harold 
Addleman, real names 
unknown; Christina Ann 
Lipska and ____, spouse, if 
any of Christina Ann Lipska, 
real name unknown; the 
heirs, devisees, personal 
representatives, successors 
and assigns of Christina 
Ann Lipska, real names 
unknown;  Benita Kay 
Campbell a/k/a Benita Kay 
Lipska, and ____, spouse, if 
any of Benita Kay Campbell 
a/k/a Benita Kay Lipska, 
real name unknown; the 
heirs, devisees, personal 
representatives, succes-
sors and assigns of Benita 
Kay Campbell a/k/a Benita 
Kay Lipska, real names 
unknown; and all persons 
having or claiming any 
interest in the oil, gas and 
other minerals in and under 
and that may be produced 
from All of Section Nine 
(9), Township Fourteen 
(14) North, Range Fifty-
one (51) West of the 6th 
P.M., Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, less and except 
a tract of land 24.715 
acres, more or less, real 
names unknown

You are hereby noti-
fied that on the 15th day 
of October, 2020, the 
Plaintiff, Helen S. Policky, 
a single person, filed her 
Complaint in the District 
Court of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, the object and 
prayer of which is to deter-
mine and Order with regard 
to all persons claiming any 
interest in the oil, gas and 
other minerals in, under 
and that may be produced 
from all of Section Nine 
(9), Township Fourteen 
(14) North, Range Fifty-
one (51) West of the 6th 
P.M., Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, less and except 
a tract of land 24.715 
acres, more or less; that 
the above-described 
Defendants have no rights, 
title and interest or claim 
upon the oil, gas and other 
minerals in, on, under and 
that may be produced; an 
Order terminating, can-
celling and extinguish-
ing the mineral interests 
of record or claimed by 
the Defendants, an Order 
vesting title in and to the 
Plaintiff; and for such other 
and further relief and just 
and equitable. 

You must file an appro-
priate written response 
or answer to this Petition 
within thirty (30) days 
after service, being thirty 
(30) days from December 
30, 2020.  Upon your fail-
ure to do so, the Court 
may enter a judgment for 
the relief demanded in the 
Petition.

Helen S. Policky, a sin-
gle person, Plaintiff 

By: Kendra A. 
Strommen, NSBA No. 
24324

For: Matzke, Mattoon, 
Martens & Strommen, LLC

907 Jackson Street
P.O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
(308) 254-5595
Attorneys for the 

Plaintiff
[Published in the Sidney Sun-

Telegraph, December 16,23,30, 
2020]

L20-811
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA

Estate of Florine Mae Elias, 
Deceased

Estate No. PR20-62
Notice is hereby 

given that, on December 
8, 2020, in the County 
Court of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, Cynthia June 
Talich whose address is 
11596 Road 20, Sidney, 
Nebraska 69162, was 
appointed by the Court as 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate.

Creditors of this Estate 
must file their claims with 
this Court on or before 
February 16, 2021, or be 
forever barred.

Lori Bartling
Clerk of the County 

Court
1000 10th Avenue
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
Steven F. Mattoon, 

NSBA No. 15110
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 16,23,30, 

2020]

L20-815
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Lavern H. 
Flessner, Deceased
Estate No. PR97-54

Notice is hereby 
given that on December 
8, 2020, in the County 
Court of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, the Registrar 
issued a written statement 
of Informal Appointment 
of Successor Co-Personal 
Representatives of said 
Decedent and that Louis R. 
Flessner, whose address is 
2811 Stone Barn Terrace, 
Lawrence, Kansas 66047-
2848, and Marcia A. 
Arnquist, whose address 
is 3286 Woodhaven Lane 
SW, Kensington, Minnesota 
56343, were appoint-
ed by the Registrar as 
Successor Co-Personal 
Representatives of the 
Estate.

Lori Bartling
Clerk of the County 

Court
1000 10th Avenue
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
Steven F. Mattoon, 

NSBA No. 15110
Matzke & Mattoon, 

L.L.C.
P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 16,23,30, 

2020]

 L20-821
NOTICE OF 

ORGANIZATION
The name of the 

Company is G & E Rentals, 
LLC.  The address of the 
registered office is 148 
Virginia Lane, Sidney, 
Nebraska 69162.  The 
Registered Agent is 
Steven C. Weber, whose 
address is 148 Virginia 
Lane, Sidney, Nebraska 
69162.   The general 
nature of the business to 
be transacted is any lawful 
business for limited liabil-
ity companies in Nebraska, 
including to build, con-
struct, lease, purchase 
or otherwise acquire for 
investment or for sale or 
otherwise, to manage, 
occupy, maintain and oper-
ate buildings for dwelling 
houses, apartment houses, 
office buildings or storage 
units for the accommoda-
tion of the public and of 
individuals, including to 
rent, lease, manage, col-
lect rents and in general to 
have and exercise all pow-
ers, rights and privileges 
necessary and incident to 
carrying out properly the 
above mentioned objects.  
The Company commenced 
on December 7, 2020, and 
the duration is perpetual.  
The affairs of the Company 
will be conducted in accor-
dance with the Operating 
Agreement.

Steven C. Weber, 
Registered Agent

Kendra A. Strommen, 
NSBA No. 24324

For: Matzke, Mattoon, 
Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

907 Jackson Street
P.O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 69162

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 23, 30, 2020, 

January 6, 2021]

L20-823
NOTICE OF SALE

The following described 
property will be sold at pub-
lic auction to the highest 
bidder at the Educational 
Service Unit #13 Board 
Meeting, 4215 Avenue I, 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska, on 
the 19th day of January, 

2021 at 7:10 p.m.:
The E ½ of Block 19, 

and an adjacent 11’ x 133’ 
strip acquired from the 
City of Sidney, Clarkson 
2nd Addition, Cheyenne 
County, NE, also known as 
1114 Toledo Street, Sidney, 
Nebraska 69162

subject to any and 
all: 1.  Real estate taxes; 
2.  Special assessments; 
and 3.  Easements, cov-
enants, and restrictions 
of record.  Minimum bid 
is $130,000.00.  Bidders 
may attend in person at 
4215 Avenue I, Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska or via zoom (con-
tact ESU #13 for a zoom 
link prior to the meeting).  
The terms of the sale of the 
property will be pursuant 
to a purchase agreement 
entered into between ESU 
#13 and the successful 
bidder.

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 23, 30, 2020, 

January 6, 2021]

L20-824
NOTICE OF 

ORGANIZATION
The name of the 

Company is Purple Sage, 
LLC.  The address of the 
initial designated office is 
P.O. Box 316, 907 Jackson 
Street, Sidney, Nebraska 
69162.  The name of the 
Registered Agent is Kendra 
A. Strommen, P.O. Box 
316, 907 Jackson Street, 
Sidney, Nebraska 69162.  
The general nature of the 
business to be transacted 
is any lawful business for 
limited liability companies 
in Nebraska, including 
to to sell, convey, lease, 
acquire, use, exchange, 
mortgage, deed in trust, 
turn to account or oth-
erwise deal in any lawful 
manner in real and/or per-
sonal property or any inter-
est therein and to make 
and obtain loans on real 
estate, improved or unim-
proved, and on personal 
property, giving or taking 
evidence of indebtedness 
and securing the payment 
of loans by mortgage, deed 
in trust, pledge or other-
wise and to enter into con-
tracts to buy or sell, lease, 
use or exchange any prop-
erty, real or personal.  The 
Company commenced on 
December 10, 2020, and 
the duration is perpetual.  
The affairs of the Company 
will be conducted in accor-
dance with the Operating 
Agreement.

Kendra A. Strommen, 
Initial Agent

Kendra A. Strommen, 
NSBA No. 24324

For: Matzke & Mattoon, 
LLC

P.O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 69162

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 23, 30, 2020, 

January 6, 2021]

L20-827
NOTICE OF BOARD 

MEETING
The Potter-Dix Public 

Schools Board of Education 
will hold a regular meeting 
@ 7:00 p.m. on Monday 
January 11, 2021, at the 
Potter site. An updated 
agenda will be kept current 
in the office of the superin-
tendent. 

Adam Patrick
Superintendent

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 23,30, 2020]

L20-829
VILLAGE OF  DALTON, 

NEBRASKA
STREET IMPROVEMENT 

HEARING
Public notice is here-

by given in compliance 
with Section 39-2119, 
R.R.S., Nebraska, 1943, as 
amended, that the gov-
erning body of the Village 
of  Dalton, Nebraska, will 
meet on the  11th day of  
January 2021,  between 
the hours of 7:15 P.M.  and 
7:30  P.M.  in the vil-
lage office in the Village of 
Dalton, Nebraska, for the 
purpose of hearing sup-
port, opposition, criticism, 
suggestions, or observa-
tions relating to the Village 
of  Dalton One and Six 
Year Proposed Street 
Improvement Plan.

VILLAGE OF  DALTON, 
NEBRASKA

/s/ Randy Twarling
   Chairman

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020]

L20-831
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

CALL ORDER: 500
CONTRACT ID: 51599
STATE PROJECT NO. 
ITS-MISC-D5(1010) 

LOCATION: D5 VARIABLE 
SPEED ADVISORY SIGNS 

IN COUNTIES: DEUEL, 
KIMBALL, CHEYENNE
The Nebraska 

Department  o f 
Transportation will receive 
sealed bids in Room 104 of 
the Central Office Building 

at 1500 Hwy. 2 in Lincoln, 
until 1:30 PM on January 
14, 2021. At that time the 
bids will be opened and 
read.

Bids will be opened and 
the bid totals will be read 
via Webex. The Webex 
information will be avail-
able on the BidX Letting 
webpage a minimum of 2 
days prior to the opening, 
and can be found by select-
ing the applicable letting 
from: https://www.bidx.
com/ne/lettings

Plans, specifications, 
and additional letting infor-
mation may be found at 
the Nebraska Department 
of Transportation’s Web 
Site at http://dot.nebras-
ka.gov/business-center/
business-opp/hwy-bridge-
lp/.

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 23, 30, 2020, 

January 6, 2021]

L20-835
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Robert Gene 

Gaston, Deceased
Estate No. PR20-63

Notice is hereby given 
that on December 17, 
2020, in the County Court 
of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, the Registrar 
issued a written statement 
of Informal Probate of Will 
of said Decedent and that 
Shirley A. Gaston, whose 
address is P.O. Box 97, 
Potter, Nebraska 69156, 
was informally appoint-
ed by the Registrar as 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate.

Creditors of this Estate 
must file their claims with 
this Court on or before 
February 23, 2021, or be 
forever barred.

Korey L. Wells
Clerk of the County 

Court
 1000 10th Avenue
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
Kendra A. Strommen, 

NSBA No. 24324
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 23, 30, 2020, 

January 6, 2021]

L20-836
NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 

AND
NOTICE TO PRESENT 

CLAIMS
Pursuant to Neb. Rev. 

Stat. § 21-150, notice is 
hereby given of the vol-
untary dissolution of N G 
Thompson LLC effective 
December 18, 2020.  All 
creditors of and all claim-
ants against the compa-
ny are hereby required to 
present their claims and 
demands in accordance 
with this Notice.  

All claims and demands 
against the company must 
be submitted in writing to N 
G Thompson LLC, 824 Main 
Street, Dalton, Nebraska 
69131, and must conform 
to the requirements set 
forth in this Notice.  A 
claim against the compa-
ny will be barred unless a 
proceeding to enforce the 
claim is commenced within 
five (5) years after the 
third date of publication of 
this Notice.

All claims and demands 
must include the name, 
address and telephone 
number of the claim-
ant and a detailed state-
ment regarding when and 
how the claim arose.  The 
claimant must also attach 
a copy of all invoices or 
other documents related to 
the claim.

All claims not submit-
ted in compliance with this 
Notice will be barred. 

CLINE WILLIAMS 
WRIGHT JOHNSON & 

OLDFATHER, L.L.P.
416 Valley View Drive, 

Suite 304
Scottsbluff, NE 69361

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 23, 30, 2020, 

January 6, 2021]

L20-837
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Elwood L. 
Lostroh, Deceased
Estate No. PR08-24

 Notice is hereby 
given that on December 
14, 2020, in the County 
Court of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, the Registrar 
issued a Statement of 
Reappointment of Personal 
Representative and that 
Dixie L. Wulf, whose 
address is 2141 S. 66th 
Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 
68506 was reappointed by 
the Registrar as Personal 

Representative of the 
Estate. 

Korey Wells 
Clerk of the County 

Court
1000 10th Avenue
 Sidney, Nebraska 

69162
Steven F. Mattoon, 

NSBA No. 15110
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020, 

January 6, 13, 2021]

L20-838
NOTICE OF MEETING
CHEYENNE COUNTY 

VISITORS COMMITTEE
Notice is hereby given 

that an open and public 
meeting of the Cheyenne 
County Visitors Committee 
will be held on Wednesday, 
January 6, 2020. The meet-
ing is held at 4:30 P.M. 
in the Cheyenne County 
Visitors Center, 658 Glover 
Road, Nebraska.  An agen-
da for such meeting will be 
kept current and available 
to the public during nor-
mal business hours at the 
Cheyenne County Clerk’s 
Office and may be modified 
at such meeting to include 
items of an emergency 
nature pursuant to Section 
84-1411 of the Nebraska 
Revised Statutes.

Kevin Howard
S i d n e y / C h e y e n n e 

County Tourism Director
[Published in the Sidney Sun-

Telegraph, December 30, 2020]

L20-839
NOTICE OF MEETING

CHEYENNE 
COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

CHEYENNE COUNTY 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

Notice is hereby 
given that an open and 
public meeting of the 
Cheyenne County Board 
of Commissioners and 
the Cheyenne County 
Board of Equalization will 
be held at 8:00 A.M. on 
Monday, January 4, 2021 
in the Cheyenne County 
Commissioners Meeting 
Room, Cheyenne County 
Court House, 1000 10th 
Avenue, Sidney, Nebraska.  

An agenda for such 
meeting will be kept cur-
rent and available to the 
public during normal busi-
ness hours at the Cheyenne 
County Clerk’s Office and 
may be modified at such 
meeting to include items of 
an emergency nature pur-
suant to Section 84-1411 
of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.  

Beth E. Fiegenschuh
Cheyenne County Clerk

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020]

L20-840
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Daniel L. 
McNurlin, Deceased
Estate No. PR20-56

Notice is hereby given 
that, on December 22, 
2020, in the County Court 
of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, Donald M. 
McNurlin, whose address 
is 1979 S. Hoyt Way, 
Lakewood, Colorado 80227, 
was appointed by the Court 
as Personal Representative 
of the Estate.

Creditors of this Estate 
must file their claims with 
this Court on or before 
March 2, 2021, or be for-
ever barred.

Korey Wells
Clerk of the County 

Court
1000 10th Avenue
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
Kendra A. Strommen, 

NSBA No. 24324
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020, 

January 6,13, 2021]

L20-841
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of David Gerhard 

Egging, Deceased
Estate No. PR20-25

Notice is hereby given 
that a final account and 
report of administration 
and a Petition for com-
plete settlement, probate 
of Will, determination of 
heirs and determination of 
payment of costs of admin-
istration and creditor’s 
claims, have been filed and 
are set for hearing in the 
County Court of Cheyenne 
County, Nebraska, located 

at Sidney, Nebraska, on 
January 19, 2021, at or 
after 9:00 o’clock a.m.

Korey Wells
Clerk of the County 

Court
1000 10th Avenue
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
Tanya M. Martens, NSBA 

No. 24433
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020, 

January 6,13, 2021]

L20-842
CHEYENNE COUNTY 
COMMISSISONERS 

MEETING
DECEMBER 21, 2020
The Cheyenne County 

Board of Commissioners 
and Board of Equalization 
held an open and pub-
lic meeting on Monday, 
December 21, 2020 in 
the Cheyenne County 
Commissioners Meeting 
Room, Cheyenne County 
Court House, 1000 10th 
Avenue, Sidney, Nebraska.  
A notice of this meeting 
was published in the Sidney 
Sun-Telegraph, aired on 
KSID Radio, posted on the 
bulletin board in the County 
Court House and posted on 
the Cheyenne County web-
site.  Copies of the Agenda 
were posted on the Court 
House bulletin board and 
on the Cheyenne County 
website, transmitted to 
each Commissioner and 
kept current and available 
to the public at the County 
Clerk’s Office.  Chairman 
Darrell J. Johnson called 
the meeting to order at 
8:00 A.M., with the follow-
ing present:    

Randal D. Miller
Commissioner of the 

First District
Darrell J. Johnson
Commissioner of the 

Second District
Philip E. Sanders
Commissioner of the 

Third District
Beth E. Fiegenschuh
County Clerk
Paul B. Schaub
County Attorney
Everyone present joined 

in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chairman Johnson 

announced a copy of the 
current Open Meetings 
Act is posted in the 
Commissioners meeting 
room.

The current Agenda was 
reviewed.  A motion was 
made by Sanders, second-
ed by Miller to approve 
the Agenda as written.  
Roll Call:  Aye:  Sanders, 
Johnson, Miller.  Nay:  
None.  

The Minutes of the 
meeting on December 7, 
2020 were reviewed.  A 
motion was made by Miller, 
seconded by Sanders to 
approve the Minutes as 
written.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Johnson, Miller, Sanders.  
Nay:  None.  

Abbreviations for 
claims:  Ex (Expenses), 
Ga (Garnishment), In 
(Insurance), Mi (Mileage), 
Re (Retirement), Sa 
(Salaries), Se (Service), 
Su (Supplies), Ta (Tax), Ut 
(Utilities).

GENERAL FUND
Employee Payroll 

93,870.33-Sa; Americas 
Best Value Inn & Suites 
45.00-Ex; Best Plumbing 
Heating & Cooling LLC 
242.00-Se; Black Hills 
Energy 2,197.41-Ut; 
Campbell Drug 138.16-
Se; CenturyLink Phoenix 
1,766.16-Ut; Chaloupka 
Holyoke Snyder 244.65-
Se; Cheyenne Co Clerk 
12 ,121 .08 -Ex /Su /Se /
Ut; Cheyenne Co Clerk 
6,488.61-Re; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 6,968.29-Ta; 
Cheyenne Co Sheriff 
2,813.54-Ex; City of Sidney 
619.40-Ut; Connecting 
Point 81.15-Ex; Country 
Printer 931.00-Su; Criminal 
Addiction Inc 300.00-Ex; 
Culligan 26.95-Su; DAS 
State Acctg 230.52-Se; 
Dash Med Gloves 175.80-
Se; Katie Samples Dean 
102.20-Se; Douglas Kelly 
etal 1,365.88-Se; DP 
Electronics 1,378.84-Se/
Ex; Dugan 258.75-Ex; 
E&S Auto Sup 140.60-Ex; 
Eakes Office 2,394.87-
Su/Ex; Law Office of 
Steven Elmshaeuser LLC 
1,155.00-Se; Finneys 
262.56-Su/Ex; Frenchman 
Valley Coop 1,372.08-Ex; 
Frenchman Valley Coop 
500.00-Se; Galls 170.81-
Su; Garden Co Sheriff 
3,700.00-Se; Gehrig Stitt 
Chapel & Cremation Serv 
Inc 1,775.00-Se; Grainger 
65.91-Ex; GreatAmerica 
Finan Svcs Corp 117.18-Ex; 
Robert Harvoy 1,205.22-
Se; Hometown
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legals
Leasing 936.44-Ex; Ideal/
Bluffs Facility Solutions 
1,054.46-Ex; Intoximeters 
1,180.00-Su/Ex; Howard 
Kurth 360.00-Se; Judy 
Larsen 30.00-Se; Marshall 
& Swift 371.95-Ex; Lynn 
McKinney  59.11-Ex; 
Midwest Alarm 283.80-Ex; 
Midwest Connect 46.00-
Su; Midwest Special Serv 
523.50-Ex; MIPS 34.23-
Ex; Laura Narjes 135.71-
Mi/Ex; NE Health & Human 
Serv     180.00-Se; NE 
State Patrol 338.25-Ex; 
NebraskaLand Tire 660.72-
Se/Ex; Nossaman Petitt Law 
Firm 15.00-Se; Panhandle 
Assoc of Co Assessors 
75.00-Ex; Panhandle Auto 
Group 273.78-Se/Ex; Petty 
Cash Co Atty 124.72-Se/
Ex; Platte Valley Bk 70.00-
Ex; Postmaster 250.00-Ex; 
Prairie States Commun  
2,888.55-Se; Jeremiah 
Prusha 49.16-Su; Quadient 
Finance 4,000.00-
Ex; Quadient Leasing 
897.00-Ex; Region 1 BHA 
16,032.50-Ex; Regional 
West Garden Co 2,710.96-
Se; Reynolds Korth 
Samuelson PC LLO 85.00-
Se; Sidney Regional Med 
Ctr 1,670.76-Se; Sidney 
Sun Telegraph 80.11-
Se; Sonnys 3,353.75-Su; 
Spectrum 316.33-Se; 
Spectrum 79.98-Se; Splish 
Splash Car Wash 43.20-
Ex; Thomson Reuters 
470.13-Ex; Triple Os Bldg 
Sup 159.96-Ex; USDA/
WS 1,745.00-Se; Verizon 
Wireless 170.76-Se; 
Viaero Wireless 519.15-
Se; Western Cartographers 
900.00-Ex; Western Drug 
6.89-Se; WiMacTel 66.00-
Ex.  

TOTAL:  $  188,472.81. 
ROAD FUND
Employee Payroll 

36,939.11-Sa; Barco 
Municipal Products 534.31-
Ex; CenturyLink    245.31-
Ut;  Charter Commun 
84.99-Se; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 141.88-Ut; 
Cheyenne Co Clerk 
2,493.43-Re; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 2,724.46-Ta; High 
West Energy 118.80-Ut; 
Ideal Linen 126.93-Ex; 
Interstate Battery 115.95-
Ex; Logan Contractors 
Sup 148.88-Ex; Richard 
McManis 1,500.00-In; NE 
Machinery Co 2,788.80-Ex; 
NebraskaLand Tire 707.34-
Se/Ex; Newman Traffic 
Signs 5,746.89-Ex; NT 
Building Sup 336.76-Ex; 
Powerplan 1,110.53-Ex; 
Colleen Terman 256.94-In; 
Verizon Wireless 210.47-
Se; 21st Century Equip 
1,704.54-Ex. 

TOTAL:  $  58,036.32.
VISITORS FUND
Employee Payroll 

1,620.80-Sa; Agency 39 
LLC 1,630.00-Ex; Wendy 
Arneson 200.00-Ex; 
Cheyenne Co Chamber 
of Commerce 170.00-
Ex; Cheyenne Co Clerk 
109.40-Re; Cheyenne Co 
Clerk 121.19-Ta; City of 
Sidney 186.36-Ut; Lamar 
740.00-Ex. 

TOTAL:  $  4,777.75.
KENO
Cheyenne Co Clerk 

36.00-Ex; White Bluffs Vet 
Hosp 100.00-Se.

TOTAL:  $  136.00.
E911 FUND
Employee Payroll 

13,451.50-Sa; CenturyLink 
1,116.46-Ut; Cheyenne Co 
Clerk 110.45-Ex; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 907.99-Re; 
Cheyenne Co Clerk 994.92-
Ta; Ideal Linen 29.77-
Ex; Police Legal Sciences 
1,080.00-Ex; Spectrum 
Business 223.39-Se; 
Stratus Audio 50.00-Se. 

TOTAL:  $  17,964.48.
WIRELESS 911
DP Electronics 3,787.99-

Se.
TOTAL:  $  3,787.99.
E M E R G E N C Y 

MANAGEMENT FUND
Employee Payroll 

3,548.60-Sa; Cheyenne Co 
Clerk 307.24-Ex; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk  239.53-Re; 
Cheyenne Co Clerk 253.20-
Ta; DAS State Acctg 22.00-
Se; Frenchman Valley 
Coop 162.97-Ex; SYNCB/
Amazon 1,134.63-Su/Ex. 

TOTAL:  $  5,668.17.
A motion was made 

by Miller, seconded by 
Sanders to approve and 
pay all claims as stated 
above.  Delinquent taxes 
were deducted where 
owing.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Miller, Sanders, Johnson.  
Nay:  None.

Under correspondence, 
Clerk Fiegenschuh read a 
thank you note from John 
and Joan Fisher regarding 
road maintenance.  

The Board reviewed 
Monthly Fee Reports for 
the Clerk, Treasurer, Clerk 
of the District Court and 
Highway Superintendent 
for the month of November 
and for the Sheriff for the 
month of October.  A motion 
was made by Sanders, sec-
onded by Miller to approve 
the Monthly Fee Reports as 
reviewed.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Sanders, Johnson, Miller.  
Nay:  None.  

At 8:03 A.M., a motion 
was made by Miller, second-
ed by Sanders to recess the 
Board of Commissioners 
and convene as the Board 
of Equalization.  Roll Call:  
Aye:  Johnson, Miller, 
Sanders.  Nay:  None.  

County Treasurer 
Shelley Bowlin present-

ed an Application for 
Exemption from Motor 
Vehicle Taxes by Qualifying 
Nonprofit Organizations 
for the Cheyenne County 
Hospital Association, Inc., 
on a 2021 Sharp Trailer, 
VIN 1S9BE2024M1870963.  
Treasurer Bowlin stated 
all documentation was in 
order and she approved the 
Application.  After a review 
of the Application, a motion 
was made by Sanders, sec-
onded by Miller to approve 
the Exemption Application 
as presented.  Roll Call:  
Aye:  Miller, Sanders, 
Johnson.  Nay:  None.  

County Assessor Melody 
Keller submitted a Tax List 
Correction to correct the 
tax district on the personal 
property schedule for Steve 
and Cynthia Olson.  The 
personal property schedule 
was being billed to Leyton-
Rural and it should have 
been billed to Lodgepole-
Rural.  This resulted in a 
deducted tax amount of 
$15.92.  A motion was 
made by Miller, second-
ed by Sanders to approve 
the Tax List Correction .  
Roll Call:  Aye:  Sanders, 
Johnson, Miller.  Nay:  
None.    

At 8:10 A.M., a motion 
was made by Miller, second-
ed by Sanders to adjourn 
the Board of Equalization 
and reconvene as the Board 
of Commissioners.  Roll 
Call:  Aye:  Johnson, Miller, 
Sanders.  Nay:  None. 

Building and Grounds 
Superintendent Tom Payne 
addressed the Board 
regarding the storm water 
runoff at the Visitors 
Center.  Kevin Howard, 
Tourism Director, and 
Mike Palmer, City Electric 
Superintendent, were 
present for the discussion.  
Storm water runoff is caus-
ing erosion on property 
owned by Wolf Auto which 
in turn is causing poten-
tial damage to an electrical 
box owned by the City of 
Sidney.  County property 
where the Visitors Center is 
located and property where 
the Subway is located are 
draining storm water run-
off onto the Wolf property 
which is compounding the 
issue.  There was a quote 
from Ronnie Christensen 
from R & T Excavating to 
fill the washouts on the 
north side of the prop-
erty owned by Wolf Auto.  
The price for this work is 
$4,150.00.  The cost of 
the work to build a berm 
and remove 2 trees locat-
ed on the north edge of 
the Wolf Auto property is 
$1,250.00.  The total quote 
amount is $5,400.00.  The 

City of Sidney is propos-
ing that the cost of the 
repair be apportioned with 
the County, Subway and 
Wolf Auto each paying 
$1,800.00 and the City will 
provide all of the neces-
sary material to complete 
the work.  After further 
discussion, a motion was 
made by Miller, seconded 
by Sanders to approve the 
plan as described above 
with the County paying a 
total of $1800.00 for the 
project.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Miller, Sanders, Johnson.  
Nay:  None.  

Superintendent Payne 
next discussed with the 
Board the replacement of 
one of the heat pumps on 
the HVAC system.  Johnson 
Controls would supply the 
pump and replace it for 
$17,686.26.  A motion was 
made by Miller, second-
ed by Sanders to approve 
the quote from Johnson 
Controls in the amount 
of $17,686.26.  Roll Call:  
Aye:  Sanders, Johnson, 
Miller.  Nay:  None.  

Dick Herboldsheimer 
addressed the Board 
regarding the vacation of 
Road 89 between Road 
10 and Road 12.  County 
Attorney Schaub explained 
the process to vacate a 
road pursuant to Nebraska 
Statute 39-1722.  This 
would require a feasibility 
study from the Highway 
Superintendent, noti-
fication to the adjoining 
landowners and a public 
hearing.  A motion was 
made by Sanders, second-
ed by Miller to proceed 
and direct Superintendent 
Hart to make the feasibil-
ity study as required by 
Statute.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Johnson, Miller, Sanders.  
Nay:  None.  

Superintendent Hart 
then updated the Board on 
road activities.

The quarterly jail 
inspection was postponed 
to a later date.

There were no com-
ments from the public.

There being no further 
business to come before 
the Board, Chairman 
Johnson declared the 
meeting adjourned at 9:00 
A.M.

Dated this 21st day of 
December 2020.

Darrell J. Johnson, 
Chairman

Philip E. Sanders, Vice-
Chairman

Randal D. Miller, Member
ATTEST:
Beth E. Fiegenschuh, 

County Clerk
[Published in the Sidney Sun-

Telegraph, December 30, 2020]
L20-843

NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Romona Shaw, 

Deceased
Estate No. PR20-11

Notice is hereby given 
that a final account and 
report of administration 
and a Formal Petition for 
complete settlement and 
formal probate of Will 
have been filed and are 
set for hearing in the 
County Court of Cheyenne 
County, Nebraska, located 
at Sidney, Nebraska, on 
January 19, 2021, at or 
after 9:15 o’clock a.m.

Deborah Aikens, 
C o - P e r s o n a l 

Representative
11198 Road 19A
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
(308) 250-1436
Rhonda Shaw,
C o - P e r s o n a l 

Representative
1115 Country Club Drive
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
 (308) 249-0803
Steven F. Mattoon, 

NSBA No. 15110
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020, 

January 6,13, 2021]

L20-844
PUBLIC NOTICE

The South Platte Natural 
Resources District will 
receive proposals in pro-
viding professional septic 
system design and con-
struction services at Oliver 
Reservoir for installing a 
leach system on the exist-
ing dump station and the 
possible addition of a sec-
ond dump station tank at 
the dump station in the 
event a leach line will 
not be feasible. Oliver 
Reservoir Recreation Area 
is located west of Kimball 
Nebraska. Proposals will 
be accepted until 3:00 
p.m. Wednesday, January 
20, 2021 at the office of 
the South Platte NRD, 551 
Parkland Drive, PO Box 
294, Sidney, NE 69162, 
at which time they will be 
opened.  Specifications and 
Scope of Services can be 
received by calling (308) 
254-2377 or they are avail-
able at the South Platte 
NRD’s office.  The South 
Platte NRD reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any or all proposals or to 
waive technicalities.

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020, 

January 6, 2021]

L20-845
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Richard L. Wills, 

Deceased
Estate No. PR20-64

Notice is hereby given 
that on December 22, 
2020, in the County Court 
of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, Quintin L. Wills, 
whose address is P.O. Box 
241, 1625 Lincoln Street, 
Potter, Nebraska 69156, 
was informally appoint-
ed by the Registrar as 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate.

Creditors of this Estate 
must file their claims with 
this Court on or before 
March 2, 2021 or be for-
ever barred.

Korey L. Wells
Clerk of the County 

Court
1000 10th Avenue
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
Tanya M. Martens, NSBA 

No. 24433
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020, 

January 6,13, 2021]

L20-846
 NOTICE
 IN THE COUNTY 

COURT OF CHEYENNE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Estate of Joshua James 
Gipfert, Deceased

Estate No. PR20-14
Notice is here-

by given that a Petition 
for Determination of 
Inheritance Tax has been 
filed and is set for hear-
ing in the County Court 
of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, located at 
Sidney, Nebraska, on 
January 19, 2021, at 9:15 
oclock a.m.

    Dean Gipfert, Personal 
Representative/Petitioner

   2453 Deaver Drive
 Sidney, Nebraska 

69162
     (308) 249-1468
Steven F. Mattoon, 

NSBA No. 15110
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, December 30, 2020, 

January 6,13, 2021]

PINE BLUFFS, Wyo. – High West Energy 
Cooperative is officially announcing a new, 
long-term initiative revolving around the 
rapidly increasing consumer interest in elec-
tric vehicles.

High West’s EV-23 Initiative is a four-year 
plan that will add electric vehicles to the 
High West fleet and create attractive and 
affordable options for the co-op’s members 
as well as the general public in Southeast 
Wyoming, the Nebraska Panhandle, and 
Northeast Colorado.

“Electric vehicles represent an exciting 
future trend for the automotive industry, and 
we owe it to our members interested in EVs 
to make this a viable option in the rural areas 
High West serves,” said Brian Heithoff, High 
West Energy’s CEO and General Manager. 
“EVs check all the boxes. These vehicles 
offer comfort, performance, and safety. 

“Members who purchase an EV will see 
a significant financial advantage as well. 
They will save 3-to-5 times as much money 
by powering their vehicles with electricity 
compared to gas.”

After spending part of 2020 educating 
members and gauging their interest in EVs, 
High West saw the value in making a long-
term commitment to EVs. The co-op promot-
ed a month-long event in September – work-
ing with partner Tri-State Generation and 
Transmission – to offer free EV test drives, 
and more than 80 members and employees 
participated. 

“We’ve always looked for opportunities to 
give our members more choices based on 
what they want, and that’s what we’re doing 
here,” Heithoff said. “From 2014-2017, 
EV sales in this country hovered between 
100,000 and 200,000 vehicles a year. Those 
numbers surged to more than 300,000 EVs 
sold in both 2018 and 2019. If any High 
West member is thinking about buying an 
EV, we want to make it more convenient and 
affordable for them to do it.” 

High West will be rolling out the EV-23 
initiative in stages with the goal of expand-
ing its scope and duration based on local 
interest and feedback from the co-op’s mem-
bers. Throughout the EV-23 Initiative, High 
West will communicate with its members 
about the thousands of dollars available in 
EV tax incentives and other rebates; High 

West also will encourage member feedback 
through the co-op’s website, social media 
pages, and in person at Annual Meetings 
and other cooperative events. 

2020
• In July, High West’s website began 

featuring an interactive section dedicated 
entirely to EVs (https://hwe.chooseev.com/
ev/home/). This section of the website offers 
a savings calculator, informs members about 
different EV models on the market, and 
answers questions about the advances in EV 
capabilities. 

• In September, High West hosted 
the Tesla Test Drive event. The vehicle 
was available for members in Potter, 
Nebraska; Pine Bluffs, Wyoming; 
and  Cheyenne; Wyoming.

2021
• High West is planning to install public 

EV charging stations in Potter, Nebraska, 
and Pine Bluffs, Wyoming. The co-op is 
also working with Tri-State Generation 
and Transmission and state officials from 
Colorado and Wyoming to identify two 
additional sites to install public charging 
stations.

• High West will begin offering sales and 
installations of EV charging stations in home 
garages and at local businesses. 

• High West members who have a charg-
ing station installed in their home will have 
the option to subscribe to a monthly service 
offering unlimited charging for their EV. The 
co-op will be proposing a $49 a month ser-
vice (subject to approval by the Wyoming 
Public Service Commission), which would 
save members approximately $1,200 a year 
or more compared to what they would 
spend on gas.

• To promote local car dealers selling EVs, 
High West will contact all dealerships in the 
co-op’s territory to seek out opportunities to 
work together on informing and engaging 
consumers.

• High West will be expanding our exten-
sive rebate program to include equipment 
such as electric lawnmowers, forklifts, and 
trimmers).

2022
• High West will begin upgrading the 

High West fleet, focusing first on cars and 
pickup trucks.

• The cooperative plans to install one or 

more charging stations at our Pine Bluffs 
office for use by the co-op fleet as well as 
any High West employees with an EV.

• With the goal of increasing the number 
of conveniently located charging stations in 
the High West region, the co-op will invite 
other local companies and organizations 
interested in EVs to partner with High West 
on installing more charging stations.

2023
• High West plans to continue updating 

the co-op’s fleet with EVs, with an ultimate 
goal of converting the cooperative’s entire 
light-duty fleet to EVs by 2026.

• The co-op will explore upgrading fork-
lifts and lawnmowers with electric options.

• High West will begin providing regular 
updates to the members on how EVs are sav-
ing the co-op money on fuel, maintenance, 
and other advantages.

• High West will look to expand the 
number of charging stations in Cheyenne 
and I-80.

The cooperative will begin a conversation 
with local school districts to explore any 
potential interest in upgrading part of the 
school bus fleets from gas to electric.

Four-year Plan Will Increase EV Options for Members, Region



LINCOLN – 
Starting Jan. 1, 
Nebraskans will 
have four new spe-
cialty license plates to 
choose from for their 
vehicles to show their 
conservation pride.

The newly designed 
plates, which will 
be available at the 
Nebraska Department 
of Motor Vehicles, 
celebrate Nebraska’s 
diverse wildlife and 
recreation opportuni-
ties.

The three wildlife 
options include a 
Nebraska bighorn 

sheep, sandhill crane 
and ornate box turtle. 
The fourth option, 
championed by Bike/
Walk Nebraska, 
includes a trail scene 
and the words “The 
Good Life is Outside.”

The alpha-numeric 
specialty plates are 
$5 per year and cus-
tom message spe-
cialty plates are $40 
per year. Revenue 
from the wildlife 
plates will benefit the 
Wildlife Conservation 
Fund, which sup-
ports conservation of 
Nebraska’s at-risk, 

threatened and endan-
gered species. Funds 
from the trail plate 
will benefit trail main-
tenance at Nebraska’s 
state parks.

The new plates 
join a fifth by the 
Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission 
featuring a mountain 
lion, which was intro-
duced in 2016 and 
benefits Game and 
Parks’ conservation 
education fund.

“Our native wildlife 
and recreation oppor-
tunities are an impor-
tant part of our lives 

and heritage here in 
Nebraska, and these 
plates reflect that,” 
said Game and Parks 
director Jim Douglas. 
“We’re excited that 
Nebraskans can show 
their pride for wildlife 
and help fund conser-
vation at the same 
time.”

To order a plate 
online, visit dmv.
nebraska.gov/services. 
Applications also 
may be submitted in 
person or through 
the mail at the state 
Department of Motor 
Vehicles.

College students are 
adjusting to an unprec-
edented school year.

Luke Swanson, a 
Dannebrog native, was 
having a successful 
spring 2020 semester. 
The sophomore at the 
University of Nebraska-
Lincoln was improving 
his grades and had peri-
odic check-ins with aca-
demic advisors to ensure 
his success.

Then, COVID-19 start-
ed to spread across the 
United States.

On March 12, UNL 
announced all classes 
would be moved to a 
remote format. Swanson 
said that’s when he 
began to struggle aca-
demically.

“I’ve always kind of 
had a tendency to strug-
gle a little bit,” Swanson 
said. “So when COVID 
happened, that made 
things a lot harder.”

Swanson said he had 
difficulties with remote 
learning. He said his 
grades suffered when 
he did not have regular 
access to the resources 
he was utilizing to 
ensure his academic suc-
cess.

“I had kind of like 
weekly check-ups with a 
different advisor than I 
normally was using, and 
he helped me a lot before 
COVID happened,” 
Swanson said. “And then 
once COVID happened, 
it kind of just got cut 
off.”

When UNL transi-
tioned to a remote learn-
ing format, Swanson’s 

classes were switched to 
an asynchronous format.

“It was hard because I 
couldn’t ask the profes-
sors questions during 
class,” he said. “I could 
set up a session with a 
teaching assistant but 
sometimes they weren’t 
able to answer questions 
I thought the professors 
could.”

Swanson said not hav-
ing in-person classes 
or meetings with the 
resources he used to help 
him academically was a 
big factor for him when 
he decided not to come 
back to UNL this fall.

“I’m a very hands-on, 
in-person type of learner, 
and my brain just 
doesn’t work like that,” 
he said.

For now, Swanson will 
be taking a break from 
school until life during 
the pandemic calms 
down. He is not sure 
when he will be return-
ing. But, he isn’t the only 
one who has changed his 
college plans due to the 
pandemic.

Hannah Hovendick of 
Lincoln also considered 
taking a year off from 
school before enrolling 
as a freshman. The day 
before check-in, she 
decided that despite the 
circumstances COVID 
had caused at universi-
ties, she didn’t want to 
wait a year before start-
ing. 

She, along with her 
parents, researched and 
decided that Masters 
University in California 
was the best option for 
her. Hovendick was 
especially drawn to 
Masters’ welcoming, 
Christ-centered environ-
ment. 

She said that those 
characteristics have 
made her transition 
much easier and helped 
her to adjust to being 
away from home. 

“It’s also been fun, too, 
because in California, 
when you do things, 
it’s mainly going to the 
beach,” she said. “We’ve 
tried to make the best 
of it that we can, but it’s 
been pretty difficult.” 

Hovendick is grateful 
for the outdoorsy culture 
but admitted the dif-
ficulty of making new 
friends.

“It’s not what everyone 
said college was gonna 
be like,” Hovendick said. 

Not only have COVID 
restrictions made it diffi-
cult to make new friends, 
but she said online 
learning harmed her 
academic experience. 

Attending classes that 
are primarily online 
has caused confusion. 
Hovendick admitted that 
sometimes the professors 
aren’t the best at keep-
ing students up to date. 
However, she also under-
stands that this situation 
is new for professors, too. 

“I think that’s just 
them learning how to 
do all of this because 
they’ve never had to 
do everything online 
before,” she said. 

Despite these challeng-
es, she plans to return 
to Masters University 
for the spring semester 
and is excited about the 
warm weather and the 
ability to socialize out-
side.

Samantha Bernt, Elizabeth 
Nunnally, Peyton Stoike 
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Learn more at
SidneyRMC.com or call 308.254.5067

Available at SRMC

Urology
New Kimball Patient Schedule

Sidney Regional Medical Center complies with applicable federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. SRMC cumple con las leyesfederales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por 

motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidado sexo. This institution is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
1000 Pole Creek Crossing • Sidney NE 69162 • (308) 254-5825 • www.SidneyRMC.com

Seeing patients in: Sidney, Kimball & Bridgeport 
Bladder Botox for Incontinence
    Bladder/Lower Urinary Tract Diagnostics
       Hydroceles & Kidney Removal
          Kidney/Prostate Cancer Cryoablation
            Laser Lithotripsy (Kidney Stones)
             Thermo Therapy
              Vasectomies

COURTESY PHOTO/SUN-TELEGRAPH
DONATION SUPPORTS CONGREGATE MEALS — Wendall Gaston the local representative of the Sidney Community 
Donor Advised Fund of the Nebraska Community Foundation presents a check to Judy Schaefer and Mike Namath that 
will provide over a 1,000 congregate meals during the holidays.

New Specialty License Plates Benefit 
Conservation, Nebraska Trails

State Colleges 
Address 

Admissions 
During COVID

How the Process Has Changed
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