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No, seemed to be the message in 
the March 23 discussion on enhanc-
ing the medians in the 17J Link road 
project.

The Sidney City Council meeting 

included a line item for public input 
on upgrading the center median of 
the Link 17J project. The Link 17J 
will be undergoing major work from 
Old Post Road north to Highway 30/
Illinois Street, then west to where 
work ended in the last work project. 
Council members have been discuss-
ing the option of upgrading the new 

medians with red-stamped brick in 
the new medians, or stamped with 
no dye. Stamped and red-colored 
with cost an extra $141,000 and 
annual maintenance. Imprinting the 
bricks only, would increase the cost 
of the loan $21,523.65.

The City is responsible for 20 per-

Forrest Hershberger
publisher@suntelegraph.com

On January 28, Cheyenne County's 
spellers met at West Elementary 
School in Sidney to determine who 
was the best of the local field.

The contest was unique this year 
with contestants limited to a class-
room and wearing masks, part of the 
COVID-19 health directives. Judges 
were at the front of the room with 
plexiglas shields between themselves 
and individual contestants. 

The January contest came down to 
three finalists — Aastha Chaudhari  
and Aadhav Krishna came in first and 
second places respectively. 

 Chaudhari had the honor of par-
ticipating in the Midwest Spelling Bee. 
The Midwest Spelling Bee is competi-
tion with students from Nebraska and 
western Iowa. Students earn the right 
to the Omaha World-Herald Midwest 
Spelling Bee by winning their county 
or district contests. Their quest, in 

Competing 
in a 

Virtual Bee

Median Upgrade 
Proposal Denied 3-2
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Aastha Chaudhari 
at her computer

The Sidney City Council held a special 
meeting noon Wednesday, March 24, to 
discuss the Cabela's Occupation Tax Funds.

In 2008, Cabela's started charging an 
Occupation Tax at the Sidney retail center. 
The tax was designed to fund the continued 
development of the bike and pedestrian 
trails and other public infrastructure projects 
within the “enhanced employment area.” 
A map of the area defines the enhanced 
employment area as generally from the17J 
Link west to 11th Avenue, including Glover 
Road. A pedestrian/bicycle path currently 
exists from the stop light at Old Post Road 
and 11th Avenue east through the Cabela's/
Bass Pro complex to the street on the south 
side of Applebee's restaurant. 

The council's workshop included 
discussion on what can be done with 

the fund, and where. The tax fund is at 
$741,068.27. The challenge is the fund 
was defined focused on specific projects 
and geographic locations. The east end of 
the designated area is near the intersection 
with the 17J Link. Discussion included 
incorporating the Quality Inn area into the 
area for the expanded path. 

The council also discussed if Glover Road 
could be part of the project, and how to 
make crossing from the south side of Fort 
Sidney Road to the businesses on Glover 
Road. The multi-use trail picks up from 
the traffic light at Old Post Road and 11th 
Avenue north parallel with 11th Avenue. 

The discussion comes hours after the city 
council held a regular meeting on Tuesday 
when several community members attended 
to voice their opinion on enhancing the 
17J Link project. The project includes 
resurfacing the link between Old Post 

The city of Sidney has several 
businesses projects within the Tax 
Incentive Financing (TIF) program 
totaling $11,640,600, according to a 
report presented by Sidney Finance 
Director Lane Kizzire.

The City's 10 TIF projects with a 
total estimated cost of $11,640,600. 
Project maturity ranges from the 
Clausen Project completed in 2007 
and maturing Dec. 3, 2022 to two 
Cabela's projects – the Corporate 
Project completed in 2015 and 
the Downtown Project completed 
in 2014, both with maturity dates 
of Dec. 15, 2029.The Corporate 
project has an assessed value of 
$15,336,807 and tax paid annually 
of $347,811.18. The downtown 
project is currently assessed at about 
$2.5 million with a tax contribution 

of $54,129.86.
Tax Incremental Financing is a 

method of financing the public costs 
associated with private development 
project, according to neded.org/tax-
increment-financing website. TIF 
provides a means of encouraging 
private investment in deteriorating 
areas by allowing local governments 
to use future property tax revenues 
to finance the current infrastructure 
costs needed to attract development.  
Nebraska voters approved TIF in 
1978 and the Unicameral passed 
enabling legislation in 1979.  The 
legislature has revised the TIF 
statutes numerous times since.

Under Nebraska law, TIF projects 
may be commercial, residential, 
industrial, or mixed use.  After a 
project is approved, the locality 
authorizes the issuance of warrants 
or TIF bonds to undertake public 

Planning for 
Development Funds

TIF Projects Reviewed
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CONE ZONE — Work is beginning on the 17J  Link and Highway 30 west toward Sidney. Signs are out cautioning drivers of the upcoming 
construction zone, including reduced speed zones on the 17J Link during construction. Work starts from just north of Old Post Road to 
north of the Highway 30 and 17J intersection.

SEE MEDIANS, 2A

SEE SPELLING, 2A

SEE NATURAL GAS, 2A SEE FUND, 2A
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Chappell Serenity 
Group A.A. 

Thursdays at 2 p.m. 
289 Babccock Ave 

(Chappell Memorial 
Library) Contact 

Rollie 308.884.2286
…

Celebrate Recovery 
meets on Monday 
nights at 6:30 p.m. 
at 1129 10th Ave. 
at Calvary Baptist 
Church. A meal is 
served at 5:30pm

…
Weight Watchers in 
Sidney. Meetings are 
at Cheyenne County 
Community Center, 

627 Toledo St. 
Doors open at 5pm 

and the meeting 
starts at 5:30 on 

Thursday. Visitors 
are welcome to 

attend a meeting for 
free
…

Life Groups 
meetings bi-weekly 
or monthly. Dates, 

times, and locations 
will be decided 
in the meetings. 

Group activites to 
challenge members, 
develop leadership 

skills, make a 
difference in our 

communities. Please 
call Dustin during 

business hours 
with any questions. 

308.633.3318 or 
email damack@

capwn.org
…

Teen Outreach 
Program Tuesdays 
after school. Ages 
12-18. Located at 
the Middle School 

Media Ctr.
…

VFW Post 610 
Sidney, NE 

Meetings: 2nd 
Thursday of the 
month, 7 p.m. 
1109 10th Ave. 

Contact Information: 
Commander 

Stephanie Dadgostar 
318.218.1343

…
Cancer Support 
Group Dorwart 

Cancer Care Ctr. 
Third Tues. Monthly 
6:00 PM - Questions 
call Leslie 250.1113

...
Table of Grace 

Food Pantry is open 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
the 1st, 3d and 

5th Thursday, and 
5:30 p.m. to 7 p..m 

the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each 

month.
....

MOPS Meetings 
9-11am, 2nd 

Monday every 
month at E-Free 

Church
....

Friends of the 
Sidney Public 

Library (FOSPL) 
meets 6pm 2nd 
Monday, every 
other month, at 
Sidney Public 
Library. All are 

welcome!
…

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

Wednesday Sunny, with a high near 
50. Northwest wind 10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday Night Clear, with a low around 26.

Thursday Sunny, with a high near 66.

Thursday Night Clear, with a low around 35.

Friday Sunny, with a high near 74.

Friday Night Clear, with a low around 39.

Saturday Sunny, with a high near 78.

Saturday Night Mostly clear, with a low around 42.

Sunday Mostly sunny, with a high near 79.

Sidney NE 41.15°N 102.97°W 
(Elev. 4101 ft)

__________________

Visit your local NWS office at: 
https://www.weather.gov/cys

SIDNEY WEATHER
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¿Problemas con el acceso a la computadora o 
con el idioma?

Llame: 833-998-2275
Comando Uni�cado del Panhandle

COVID 
VACCINATIONS

GO TO: https://vaccinate.ne.gov
Problems with computer access or language?

Call: 833-998-2275
Panhandle Uni�ed Command

CHOOSE

800-454-4759
ACEenergy.org
Sign-up Ends

April 22

cent of the project cost, almost $2.5 million. 
In the March 23 meeting, several people were 

in attendance to voice their concern or objection 
to the proposal. Jaime Bitner said she doesn't 
feel it is worth the investment.

“We have so many things in this community 
that need attention,” she said.

Adam Price agreed with benefit of enhancing 
the medians, but questioned the fiscal impact.

“I agree this project is good to enhance the cor-
ridor,” Price said.

He added he doesn't agree with the $140,000 
investment. He suggested developing pedestrian 
access to the swimming pool.

Sara Sinnett said the city needs to invest 
smartly.

“I think there's a host of things we could be 
doing. Is the cost worth the return? In my opin-
ion no,” she said.

Kevin Howard, Cheyenne County Tourism 
Director, said he has spent more than 40 yours 
in tourism. 

“Once you get them stopped, it is easier to get 
them into town,” he said.

He added that Sidney has the uniqueness of 
the entrance to the town and downtown sepa-
rated by about two miles of farmland. 

Vicky Loughry, who serves on Historic 
Preservation Board and owns Pedaler's Corner 
with her husband Doug, said the problem they 
have seen with the car club is visitors finding 
their way around town, even to the park.

“A lot of people don't know where the park is,” 
she said.

She encouraged the city to consider signs that 
can direct commuters to downtown destinations. 

“We need some sort of way-finding thing,” she 
said.

Economic Development Director Melissa 
Norgard said she is “diligently seeking grants” 
to fund way-finding sings.

City Manager David Scott said he was con-
tacted 19 regarding the proposal; 18 were not in 
favor of stamping or coloring the medians.

After public comment was taken, council mem-
bers spoke their positions. Burke Radcliffe said 
the concept is nice, but it is not a need. He 
reminded the council and the public City's 20 
percent of the project costs will be borrowed by 
a bond issue, including the $141,000 if approved. 
Vice-Mayor Bob Olsen said there will be medi-
ans regardless of the City's decision. 

His concern was the cost of enhancing the 
project.

“I find that ($141,000) to be an exorbitant cost. 
I can't get past the cost,” he said.

Mayor Roger Gallaway said he has heard 
from twice as many people who are in favor of 
the stamped and colored bricks. He said the 
proposed upgrade of the new medians will add 
about 5 percent to the City's share of the cost.

“The reason we're talking about this now 
— now is when the State is doing the road,” 
Gallaway said.

He said his perspective is there is a lot of 
potential for developing the east side of Sidney.

The vote was called to continue with the 
median design as is, no stamping or coloring. 
The motion was approved 3-2 with council mem-
bers Joe Arterburn, Radcliff, and Olsen voting 
in favor and Gallaway and Brad Sherman voting 
against.

Spelling CONTINUED FROM 1A

Natural Gas CONTINUED FROM 1A

Fund CONTINUED FROM 1A

Medians CONTINUED FROM 1A

addition to be known as the best speller 
in Nebraska, is to be awarded an all-
expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. 
to compete against champion spellers 
nationwide.

This year is unique with special con-
sideration for COVID health directives. 
The Midwest Spelling Bee was held 
online.

Chaudhari said she was nervous.
Contestants were verbally given the 

words, similar to a live contest includ-
ing how a word is pronounced, how it 
is used and the word's origin. 

Unique to the online approach, con-
testants had a limited amount of time to 
complete all of the words.

“I had to do the test in 30 minutes,” 

she said.
The advantage of the online testing is 

a contestant can change a word if he or 
she sees a mistake, compared to an in-
person contest where a spoken word is 
the final entry. 

She finished the test and the next day 
learned she had 30 of 50 correct. It is a 
good score she said, because the words 
were more difficult.

She said the staff at West Elementary 
school were supportive and encourag-
ing.

Chaudhari plans to return for future 
spelling bees. Spelling Bees are for 
students grades four through eight. She 
said she may go into a writing career, 
but also has an interest in medicine.

improvements in the 
designated area.  

TIF bonds may be 
issued in conjunction 
with revenue bond 
issues for water, sewer, 
or parking purposes and 
are exempt from state 
and federal income taxes.  
Land assembled for the 
project is conveyed to the 
developer at a "fair value."  
The developer proceeds 
with construction in 
accordance with an 
approved plan and the 
bonds are paid off from 
the increase in property 
taxes resulting from the 
development.

The city council also 

received a report on the 
gas selection period now 
in process. Black Hills 
Energy customers have 
the opportunity to choose 
their gas supplier.

“It basically allows you 
to lock in your natural 
gas price,” said Sidney 
Electricity Superintendent 
Mike Palmer. 

He said there are seven 
natural gas suppliers who 
are vying for customers. 
Palmer said ACE is the 
only not-for-profit gas 
supplier. Within the 
selection period, almost 
all companies will offer 
a fixed rate and a type of 
budget billing. There is the 

option of not using budget 
billing, essentially playing 
the market. However, 
there is the possibility of 
rates increasing according 
to market fluctuations.

“What you're electing 
(choosing) is your 
supplier,” Palmer said. 

Palmer stressed that if a 
customer does not choose 
a gas supplier, they will 
continue to receive 
service. 

“You will just go through 
the rollover rate, which is 
usually higher,” he said.

The selection period 
started March 18 and 
continues through April 
22.

Road to the Highway 30 overpass east 
of Sidney. The council has discussed 
possibly enhancing the medians with 
dyed and/or engraved cement. 

Dyed and engraved cement would 
increase the cost of the project by about 
$141,000, and yearly maintenance. The 
17J Link is not included in the Enhanced 
Employment Area.

“You really are limited to your map,” 
said city attorney J. Leef.

She said Cabela's/Bass Pro are no 
longer communicating with the City 
regarding options and proposed changes 
to the agreement.

“When they were working with us, 
we talked about expanding,” she said. 

“We've asked them to participate. 
They've said 'we've said all we're going 
to say.'”

Mayor Roger Gallaway said “you could 
do a lot” with the more than $700,000. 

Vicky Loghry of Sidney encouraged 
the council to consider what cyclists 
experience riding on Old Post Road 
with trucks passing them at 40 mph and 
faster. 

She also urged the council to consider 
safety concerns, of children who might 
ride or walk the path network, and 
planning traffic controls. 

The council directed staff to research 
improvement options and engineering 
costs. 

Cabela's Occupation Tax Tops 
$700,000, Earmarked for Trail 

Development
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BUILT by our community.
SHAPED by our community.
LED by our community. 

WE’RE PROUD TO 
POWER YOUR LIFE. 

WE’RE PROUD TO
POWER YOUR LIFE.
11306 Rd 32, Sidney, NE 69162

308.254.5871 www.wheatbelt.com

Joshua Sole, MD, FAAPMR, 
CAQSM, DABPM 

Rehabilitation Medicine

Susan Hoff, MSN, 
PMHNP-BC 

Psychiatry & Behavioral Health

Learn more about our physicians! Go to rwhs.org and click on Find a Provider.

Welcome to Our Newest Providers

Scottsbluff, NE 69361 
rwhs.org

Sur-Pies!
In a new and on-going effort to say “Thank You” to the people 
and businesses  that contribute so much to the people of our 
community, the Sun-Telegraph has chosen to present the staff at 
Randy’s Autocare with a delicious, fresh-baked sour cream and 
raisin pie straight from the oven at Outlaws Cafe and Catering in 
Gurley, NE. 
Randy Frerichs and his crew go out of their way to make sure they 
understand the problems with your vehicle so it can be repaired 
with quality parts in the most timely manner possible. 
They can be reached M-F 8am-5pm at 308-254-9045. 

MIKE MOTZ/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Pictured left to right:  Owners Patty and Randy Frerichs, and Todd Pease

A community Easter Egg Hunt will be 
held at 10 a.m. Saturday, April 3 at the 
softball fields. There will be three age 
groups: birth to 4, 5-7, and 8-10. 

There will be a free will donation 
showing of “Peter Rabbit” at the Fox 
Theatre at 2 p.m. Feel free to bring your 

empty eggs back to be used next year, 
or make a monetary donation that will 
go toward next year’s egg hunt. Prize 
baskets will be distributed after the 
Peter Rabbit movie at the theatre to win-
ning ticket holders. 

Easter Egg Hunt Saturday

Gary Narjes, 71, beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, brother, and friend; 
was received into his Father’s arms 
Thursday, March 25th at UC Health 
Medical Center of the Rockies, Loveland, 
CO.

Funeral services will 
be held. Thursday, April 1, 
2021 at 10:30 A.M at Trinity 
Lutheran Church - South 
Divide Sidney, NE with 
Reverend Neil Carlson, and 
Reverend Jim Rasmussen 
officiating. Burial will fol-
low in the Trinity Cemetery. 
Overflow seating will be 
available at the church ser-
vice.

Memorials can be made to the Trinity 
Lutheran Church, The Lutheran Hour 
or to American Legion Post #17, Post 
Office Box 271, Sidney, NE  69162, for 
their scholarship fund designated to vet-
eran families and students at W.N.C.C.

Friends may stop at the Gehrig-Stitt 
Chapel on Wednesday, March 31 from 
1:00 -6:00 P.M. to sign Gary’s register 
book and leave condolences for the 
family. Family will be present from 4:00-
6:00 P.M. 

You may view Gary’s Book of 
Memories, leave condolences, photos, 
and stories at www.gehrigstittchapel.
com. Services will be recorded and 
available on our website for viewing. 

Gehrig-Stitt Chapel & Cremation 
Service, LLC is in charge of Gary’s care 
and funeral arrangements.

Gerhardt Paul “Gary” was born to 
Paul and Evelyn (Brauer) Narjes on 
October 5, 1949. He was baptized into 
Christ October 23, 1949 and was con-
firmed May 1963, all at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. He attended Trinity Lutheran 
Parochial School until 8th grade then 
completed his high school education at 
Sidney High, graduating in 1967.

Gary then attended Western Nebraska 
Technical College in Sidney receiving 
his degree in Aviation Mechanics with 
an Airframe and Power Plant expertise. 
That expertise was a guiding force when 
he entered the Army military branch, 
being selected as a crew chief on a clas-
sified experimental YO-3A aircraft proj-

ect, a predecessor of the Stealth bomber.
Following his service to our coun-

try, he returned to Sidney continuing 
his agricultural passion. First with his 
father, Paul, to the present with his sons, 
Ryan and Tyson, and wife Susan; Gary 

was extremely proud of being 
involved in a 5th generation 
agriculture operation and 
being a steward of the land 
God had placed in his hands.

On June 21, 1980 Gary was 
united to marriage to Susan 
Luehrs in Sidney. Three sons: 
Kyle, Ryan and Tyson were 
born to this union. Together, 
they enjoyed raising their 

family on the family farm, watching the 
boys raise bottle calves, playing baseball 
in the yard and harvesting wheat as a 
family unit. 

Gary was active in the Trinity Lutheran 
Church: serving in officer positions, the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League, on the cem-
etery board and as a volunteer. On a 
community level, he served on the FSA 
board, Farm Bureau Board, and as a 4-H 
Livestock Chairman. Gary was instru-
mental in many agricultural education 
programs with the area youth. Socially, 
he enjoyed gathering for meals and 
cards with both friends and extended 
family and treasured those relationships.

His greatest joy was being a “Papa” 
to his “Grands”. Whether it be playing 
a game, dancing at a reception, reading 
a book, explaining mechanics of farm 
equipment, or giving them a ride in his 
truck; all those moments filled his heart.

Gary is survived by his wife Susan 
of 40 years, sons and wives: Kyle and 
Sarah of St. Louis, MO, Ryan and Laura, 
Tyson and Regina both of Sidney; 
Grandchildren: Weston, Clara, Isaac, 
Leanna and Jackson. 

Sisters: Linda Vigen and husband Skip 
and Rita Hart and husband Doug; broth-
ers-in-law: Larry Decker, Roger Luehrs 
and wife Susie, Bruce Luehrs and wife 
Jan; and all of his extended family 
members.

Gary was preceded in death by his 
parents: Paul and Evelyn, and his sister: 
Kathleen Decker.

Gary P. Narjes

LINCOLN — Lake 
Minatare State Recreation Area has 
reopened to the public, e f f e c t i v e 
immediately.

The recreation area, home to the 
Panhandle’s largest body of water, 
recently was closed after a waterfowl 
die-off was reported March 12. Staff 
immediately responded, began col-
lecting the birds and sent some to be 
tested for cause of death.

The lab results received March 26 
indicated the cause of the event 
was of low risk to pub-lic health. 
All of the dead waterfowl, p r ima r i l y 
Canada geese and mal-lards, also 
have been collected.

The lake serves as a s t o p o v e r 

location for migratory fowl and also 
offers good fishing opportunities. It is 
located about 15 miles northeast of 
Scottsbluff.

The Central Flyway, which stretches 
from Mexico to Canada across the 
Great Plains, experiences approxi-
mately 24 avian mortality events, 
such as this one, each year. 

In 2020, Nebraska saw four avian 
mortality events affecting about 625 
birds. These mortality events typi-
cally are caused by disease, trauma or 
emaciation and tend to occur during 
migration.

The public should avoid all contact 
with dead birds and report them to 
Game and Parks.

Lake Minatare SRA 
Reopens To Public

COURTESY PHOTO/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Sheri Eads, left, director of Table of Grace, receives a $1,500 donation from the Sidney Elks 
Lodge represented by Donna Schluckebier, Esteemed Lecturing Knight and Elks National 
Fund (ENF) Chairperson.  The funds were disbursed to each Elks Lodge from the Nebraska 
ENF. The Elks Lodge chose to donate the funds to the Table of Grace because of the impact 
COVID has had on local food banks.



Last week we had yet 
another indication the 
Biden administration is 
woefully ignorant about 
life in rural America. Pete 
Buttigieg, the new U.S. 
Transportation Secretary, 
expressed support for a new 
tax to make vehicle owners 
pay for each mile they drive. 
In an interview on CNBC 
Buttigieg said, “If we believe 
in that so-called user pays 
principle, the idea that part 
of how we pay for roads is 
you pay based on how much 
you drive, the gas tax used to be the 
obvious way to do it, it’s not anymore, 
so a so-called vehicle miles traveled 
tax or mileage tax, whatever you want 
to call it, could be a way to do it.” 
Such a tax would have a big impact on 
people living in small rural towns or 
on America’s farms and ranches where 

access to goods and services 
often involves traveling 
considerable distances.

At issue is how to pay for 
the upcoming $3 trillion 
infrastructure bill, which 
the president claims will 
create thousands of jobs to 
fix the nation’s roads and 
bridges. Such infrastructure 
maintenance and repair is 
supposed to be paid for using 
the 18.4-cent federal gas tax 
on each gallon of gasoline we 
buy. But too many Americans 
purchased electric cars and 

fuel-efficient vehicles in an effort to save 
the planet, reducing gasoline purchased 
and the associated tax revenue. To make 
up the shortfall, some democrats propose 
taxing us on a per-mile-driven basis, a tax 
that would include electric and hybrid 
vehicles.  How much such a tax would 
be has not formally been revealed but 

I’ve read and heard anywhere from one 
to five cents a mile.

This would hit rural America hard. 
Think of the miles school districts 
drive with school buses, not to mention 
taking sports teams to games in 
distant communities or miles driven 
by supportive parents and fans to 
see them. Consider how many older 
people in the Panhandle travel to 
Scottsbluff regularly for medical 
appointments. What about businesses 
such as plumbers, contractors and 
home healthcare based in places such 
as Sidney that rely on serving outlying 
communities because there isn’t enough 
business in one town alone to stay 
afloat. And then there are farmers and 
ranchers. Will the per-mile tax include 
farm equipment doing laps around a 
field?

Some mocked me for being 
conspiratorial when I referenced 
globalist agenda plans to depopulate 

rural areas in spite of published plans 
to do so. We had Colorado’s recent 
meat-free day, a small, early part of 
the growing effort to end the livestock 
industry as we know it. Watch for 
draconian environmental regulations 
limited by the last administration to 
return and be used to fine private land 
owners big bucks for even the smallest 
transgressions. Look for increasing 
federal agency ((FBI, IRS, USDA, 
OSHA, BATFE) activity in rural areas 
and related land seizures.There’s no 
plan I’m aware of to round up rural 
Americans and forcibly relocate us. But 
there is definite intent to make living 
away from big cities so costly through 
taxes, fees and regulations that only 
the rich will be able to afford rural 
life. You doubt? Guess who’s buying 
up farmland and owns more than any 
other American. Bill Gates. Hmmmm. 
I suggest you do an internet search on 
“rewilding”.
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In an earlier 
article I used 
George Orwell’s 
novel “1984” as 
the basis of my 
thought process.  

Two years 
before George 
Orwell wrote 
“1984” (in 1945) 
he wrote a novella 
entitled “Animal 
Farm.”  “Animal 

Farm” was an allegory of the Russian 
Revolution of 1917.  At that time, a 
power- hungry Tsar ruled over the 
Bolshevik people of Russia, making 
their lives miserable.  

The Bolsheviks revolted against 
his tyranny.  Some have claimed that 
the moral of this novella was: “power 
corrupts, absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.”  Or to put it in simpler 
English: the more power one seeks 
the more corrupt one becomes.  Or in 
other words, those who seek and obtain 
absolute power become absolutely 
corrupt.  

How many of us really want to be 
known for being absolutely corrupt?  
Power, fame and fortune often come 
with terrible side effects; they are, to 
name a few: corruption, unpopular, 
undesirable and hated by others.  

Those who seek power and fame 
often isolate themselves from others, 
thinking they are better, smarter, and 
more powerful than everyone else.  
They don’t want others telling them 
what to do but they want to tell others 
what to do.  

The golden rule that all of us need to 
adopt is: “do unto others as you would 
want them to do unto you.”  Did you 
hear that, Joe & Nancy? You tell us 
that you want what is best for America; 
while you support the criminal parts 
of society, you flood our borders and 
homeland with illegal aliens, and 
educate our children and grandchildren 
with all this gender garbage.  

You are promoting your own power 
trips at the expense of the American 
people you claim to care about.  The sad 
reality of the novella “Animal Farm” 
was that those who sought to bring 
down the power hungry tyrant, became 
themselves power hungry and just as 
much corrupt, if not more, than he was.  

By the way, did you know that certain 
countries banned “Animal Farm” 
because it had talking animals which 
were considered offensive?  Question: 
Why is it in modern advertisement that 
we can’t sell anything without animated 
and talking geckos, owls, foxes, tigers, 
bears, etc.?

Dan Carlson 
Prairie Ponderings

The shooting at a Colorado 
grocery store is tragic. 

That we should all agree 
on. It is tragic to start with 
because any violent loss 
of life has more than one 
victim, for a time at least.  
It is socially tragic because 
assaults in public places 
continue to strip away the 
sense of safety in society. 

We can dissect the 
situation by gender, political 
ideology, race, anger issues, religion, 
or even gun availability. Any one of 
these issues leaves many questions 
unanswered. Maybe incidents like this 
will go on without all of the questions 
answered.

As is always the case, the immediate 
questions included is the community 
safe, how many shooters were involved 
in the incident, what was the motive. 
Interestingly, this time I did not hear 
the questions of motive. What I am 
hearing is the renewed cry for gun 
control, not too far behind the report 
of the assailant using an “AR-15 style” 
weapon. 

Now, if I enter a store, or conversely 
I’m in a store, and I recognize someone 
carrying more firepower than the 
average person should need, I will take 
note. I won’t automatically lose my 
cool. I want to know where that person 
as I would if a person walked by with 
an appearance not quite normal. It 
isn’t profiling. It is being aware of my 
environment.

As uncomfortable as it might be, 
carrying is a Constitutionally affirmed 
right. It is uncomfortable because of 
the incidents when gun ownership and 
use were abused. It is uncomfortable 
because of the headlines dividing the 
issue between political stance, moral 
structure and a desire for social safety. 
However, it is wise to recognize what 
is going on around you. Know your 
environment as a first level of defense. 
Personal safety starts before visiting a 
pawn shop and gun dealer. 

Defense, security starts by 
knowing your surroundings. 
There’s the joke about the 
guy who brought a knife to 
a gunfight. I wonder how he 
would have been equipped 
had he known there were 
men with guns at the corral, 
or wherever it happened. 

I wonder how many people 
walk into a store so laser-
focused on their mission 
they don’t see who is at the 

doorway. How often do you fuel your 
vehicle, the hose connected to the tank 
and you’re in the car trolling some social 
media platform? Meanwhile, how many 
people walked by? Who was at the other 
side of the fuel island? 

The uncomfortable reality is we live 
in a world where evil exists. There 
are people who by mental issues or by 
pure evil wake up in the morning bent 
on death and destruction. They are 
the ones who make law enforcement a 
necessity. They are the ones who can 
look like the star of a bad movie, or like 
an average citizen. The difference? How 
does a person act? Does he or she act in 
a way to set off your internal warning? 

The real balancing act is to live 
cautiously, but not fearfully. It is a 
tightrope experience in some places. 
We ought to live as it is said, “as 
gentle as lambs, as wise as serpents.” 
Value each day as your whole of 
existence was contained in that 24-
hour period. Each sunrise, no matter 
how stressing, is a blessing. 

It is one more day to influence the 
world around us. It is a chance to 
build our legacy. The legacy can occur 
no matter the age. There are student 
victims of shootings whose story 
continues to influence years after 
their departure, and there are those 
who can’t forget a poorly chosen word 
a generation ago. 

Live fully, with your eyes wide open. 
Know your environment. Recognize 
threats and assets. Live confidently, 
not fearfully.

Live Fully, 
Not in Fear

Forrest Hershberger
View from the Handlebars

Animal Farm 
in Comparison

The Coming War on Rural America

David Bryan
Guest Columnist



If you’re planning to 
retire in just a few years, 
you may be getting 
excited about this next 
phase of your life. 
However, your ability 
to enjoy retirement 
fully will depend, at 
least partially, on the 
resources you can draw 
from your investment 
portfolio. So, while you 
still have time to act, 
ask yourself if you’re 
comfortable with your 
portfolio’s risk level.

Your relationship 
with risk can change 
noticeably over time. 
When you started 
saving for retirement, 
you may have been 
willing to take on 
more investment risk, 
which translated 
into a relatively high 
percentage of stocks 
and stock-based 
mutual funds in your 
investment portfolio. 
As you know, stocks 
offer the potential for 
greater returns than 
other assets – such as 
bonds and certificates 
of deposit (CDs) – but 

they are also typically 
more volatile and carry 
more risk. But when 
you were many decades 
away from retirement, 
you had sufficient time 
to recover from market 
fluctuations. (Of course, 
there are no guarantees 
– it’s possible that some 
stocks will lose value 
and never regain it.)

Now, fast forward 
to where you are 
now – closing in on 
retirement. Even at this 
stage of your life – and, 
in fact, even during 
your retirement – you 
will need some growth-
oriented investments 
to help stay ahead of 
inflation. Over time, 
even a low inflation 
rate, such as we’ve 
had the past several 
years, can erode your 
purchasing power.

So, the issue isn’t 
this: “Should I get rid 
of all my risk?” You 
shouldn’t – and, in fact, 
you couldn’t, because all 
investments, even the 
ones considered most 
“conservative,” contain 

some type of risk, even if 
it isn’t the risk of loss of 
principal. For instance, 
some investments run 
the risk of not keeping 
up with inflation. 
Instead, ask yourself 
these questions: “How 
much risk should I take 
within my portfolio?” 
“How much risk do I 
actually need to achieve 
my goals in retirement?”

Of course, there are 
no one-size-fits-all 
answers. You’ll need to 
look at your investment 
portfolio to see if it’s 
positioned to provide 
you with the income 
you’ll require in your 
retirement years. You 
might have initially 
based your financial 
strategy on a specific 
type of retirement 
lifestyle, but now 
that you’re nearing 
retirement, perhaps 
you’ve changed your 
mind. Your anticipated 
new lifestyle might 
require either more or 
less income than you 
had originally projected 
– and if that’s the case, 

you may need to adjust 
the risk level in your 
portfolio or make other 
adjustments.

For example, suppose 
you had initially 
envisioned a rather 
quiet retirement, 
sticking around your 
home, volunteering 
and spending time with 
your grandchildren. 
But in recent years – 
and especially since the 
confinement many of 
us have felt during the 
COVID-19 pandemic – 
you may have thought 
that you’d now like 
to travel extensively. 
To achieve this goal, 
which will likely cost 
more than your original 
one, you may have to 
work longer, or invest 
more each year until 
you retire, or seek a 
higher return on your 
investments – which 
means accepting more 
risk.

As you can see, 
managing risk is a 
balancing act – and you 
may need to make some 
tough choices. But as 

long as you’re aware of 
how much risk you can 
take, and how much 
risk you may need 
to take to reach your 
goals, you can develop 
a strategy that aligns 
with your objectives.

This articlewas written by 
Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 

Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, Member 

SIPC
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OWNERS
RANDY & PATTY FRERICHS

RANDY’S AUTO CARE L.L.C.
MECHANICS REPAIR & SERVICE

Bring Your Car To the People Who care!

308.254.9045
1244 Illinois St

Sidney, NE

MON-FRI 8a.m.-5p.m.

A reliable quality service
for all your electrical needs.

14608 HWY 14 | STERLING, CO 80751
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 308-249-1866
John Fredrick Construction

•	 Siding
•	 Windows
•	 Concrete
•	 Foundations 
•	 Roo�ng

•	 Interior design
•	 Painting
•	 Remodel 
•	 Carpentry 
•	 Green building w/

 recycled materials.

Old Fashioned Values, Modern SolutionsOld Fashioned Values, Modern SolutionsOld Fashioned Values, Modern SolutionsOld Fashioned Values, Modern SolutionsOld Fashioned Values, Modern Solutions

Licensed and Insured; 40 years experienceLicensed and Insured; 40 years experience Licensed and Insured; 40 years experienceLicensed and Insured; 40 years experience Licensed and Insured; 40 years experienceLicensed and Insured; 40 years experienceLicensed and Insured; 40 years experienceLicensed and Insured; 40 years experience

.
www.adamsautosandleasing.com

Come see us at our 
new location!

Sales • Leasing • Rentals

 (308) 221-1690 • 1900 Illinois, Sidney (308) 221-1690 • 1900 Illinois, Sidney (308) 221-1690 • 1900 Illinois, Sidney (308) 221-1690 • 1900 Illinois, Sidney

HAIL DAMAGE?

In Business Since 1953

FAMILY OWNED!

Don’t take your car to a TENT that’s 
here today and gone tomorrow!

Bring your 
car to a shop 
you can trust

819 18th Ave
Sidney, NE 69162

Pittam Body Shop o�ers a full line of repairs 
and service for your vehicle. 

Body Work - Glass Repairs - Oil Changes - Alignments - Tires - MORE

In Business Since 1953In Business Since 1953

Featured
Business

of the week!

308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210308-682-5210
dbrothers@countryprinter.biz

4822 Rd. 69E, Dix, NE 69133
www.countryprinter.biz

Call Us 

Today!Today!

BANNERS l CARDS l BROCHURES            
      ENVELOPES l BUSINESS FORMS

Serving the area since 1971!

Jennifer Powell
District Sales CoordinatorDistrict Sales Coordinator
Jennifer Powell

District Sales Coordinator
Jennifer Powell

An Independent Associate Representing Afl ac

925 10th Ave
Sidney, NE 69162
308.250.4901 cell
308.225.4079 fax
www.afl ac.com

email: j_powell@us.afl ac.com

How Much Risk Should You Take 
Before Retirement?
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edwardjones.com

How will you pay for 
retirement? Let's talk.

Bill Benson 
Financial Advisor

1121 10th Avenue 
Sidney, NE 69162 
308-254-5608

Member SIPC



6A  Wednesday, March 31, 2021 faith

WORSHIP DIRECTORY

If you have any changes that need to be made for your church, please email them to ads@suntelegraph.com, editor@suntelegraph.com, or call us at 
308.254.2818. Special events may be posted on our community calendar. Thank you! 

Sidney Federal
Savings & Loan
Sidney Federal

Savings & Loan
Sidney Federal

1045 10th Ave Ave A . Sidney, NE 69162  
254-2401

www.swww.swww idneyfederal.com

The Potter State
Bank of Potter

Compliments of Direcrecr tors,tors,t
OffiOffiOff cers & StaffStaffSt

RANDY’S 
AUTO CARE
308.254.9045

1240 Illinois St. • Sidney 817 12th Ave. 
PO Box 193

Sidney, NE 69162
(308) 254-2818

Fax: (308) 254-3925
www.suntelegraph.com

Forrest Hershberger 
Publisher

• 254-5536
24 Hour Teller: 12th & Jackson

Gehrig-Stitt Chapel
& Cremation Services

Gordy Stitt & Staff
1140 10th Ave • 254-2055
1212 10th Ave • 254-2233

Support your local Faith 
Community. Call 

Support your local Faith 
Community. Call 

Support your local Faith 

308-254-2818 or email 
Community. Call 

308-254-2818 or email 
Community. Call 

ads@suntelegraph.com 
to reserve your spot 

today!
to reserve your spot 

today!
to reserve your spot 

"What then 
shall we say to 
these things? 
If God is for 

us, who can be 
against us?"

ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31ROMANS 8:31

SIDNEY
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1129 10th Ave, Sidney
Pastor Dan Pennington
(308) 254-4098 
SUNDAY: Coffee & Fellowship, 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
Morning Service, 10:45 a.m.
SUNDAY EVENING: “Digging Deeper” 
Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Wed. Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Sat. Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m.

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
(Old Fort Sidney Chapel)
945 Linden St.
(308) 254-2166
SUNDAY: 10 a.m. Services
& Holy Communion

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
So. 11th Ave. & Alvarado
(308) 254-2029
SUNDAY: Bible Classes, 9:30 a.m.,
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1445 Jackson Street
Pastor Rev. Lee Eads
(308) 254-4519
SUNDAY: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Morning Worship Service, 10:30 a.m., 
Evening Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study, 7 p.m.

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
2763 11th Ave.
Pastor Doug Birky
www.efcsidney.org
(308) 254-6162
SUNDAY: Sunday School 9 a.m., 
Worship Service, 10 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
17th Avenue and Jackson Street
Pastor Jim Leslie
(308) 250-9333
SUNDAY: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.,
Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.,
Afternoon Worship 1:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY Mid-week Service, 7 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)
940 13th Ave.
Pastor Curtiss Davis
(308) 254-4851
SUNDAY: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., 
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY: Worship Service 6:30 p.m.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2622 11th Ave. Sidney
(308) 254-4505
sidneyfirstumc@gmail.com
Pastor Corey Jenkins 308.254.4505
Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 9:30 (Nursery Offered)
Children’s Sunday School 10:30 
www.sidneyfirstumc.org

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
San Marino & Lodgepole 
(308) 254-3124

Worship Service 9:30 am Sundays,  live-
streamed on www.holytrinitysidney.com, 
and on www.facebook.com/holytrinity-
sidney.

LIGHT MEMORIAL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1345 Linden St.
Rev. Mary Jo Dean, Pastor
(308) 254-5675
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 10 a.m.
TUESDAY: 10 a.m. Bible Study

NEW HEART FELLOWSHIP 
1545 King St.
Pastor Pete Morgan
(308) 254-7333
SUN. Morning Worship, 10 a.m.,
SUN. Evening Prayer Service, 6 p.m.
WED. Adult Home Bible Study, 6:30 p.m., 
Call for details.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
2393 Maple St.
Pastor Brien Wahlen
(308) 254-4781
SATURDAY: Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.,
Worship Service, 11 a.m.
www.sidneysdachurch.com

SIDNEY FOURSQUARE GOSPEL 
CHURCH
16th and Elm Street
Sunday School, 8:30 a.m.,
Worship Service, 9:30 a.m.

ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
1039 14th Ave. Sidney
Rev. Michael F. McDermott
(308) 254-2828 www.sidneystpats.com
Mass – SATURDAY: 5p.m.
SUNDAY: 10 a.m., Noon
TUESDAY & SATURDAY: Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, 4:30-5:00 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Missouri Synod
1432 Maple St.
(308) 254-3144
Allen Strawn-Vacancy Pastor
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 11 a.m.
Sunday School, 10 a.m.
Confirmation Classes: Sunday
Bi-weekly at 1:30 p.m.

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Toledo and Keller Drive
Bishop Keith Grunig  
(308) 249-1565
SUNDAY: Sacrament Meeting – 10 a.m.

THE WELL
432 20th Ave.
Pastor Justin Brown
(308) 430-8579
SUNDAYS:  9:30 a.m. Growth Groups, 
10:30 a.m. Worship. Meal 5:30 p.m. 
Worship Service, 6:30 p.m.
TUESDAYS: 6:30 p.m. Community 
Groups. WEDNESDAY: 6:30 p.m. Youth 
Group. All Are Welcome!

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod
12108 Rd. 6 (corner of Rds 121 & 6)
Rev. Neil Carlson, Pastor
(308) 254-3062
April 1 - Oct. 1: Sunday Worship, 8:30 
a.m.; Oct. 1 - April 1: Sunday Worship, 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m
Lenten Service, 7:30 p.m. (02/14 to 3/21)

WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1745 Linden Street
David Bryan Minister/Teacher
(308) 254-3860
SUNDAY: Bible Class, 9 a.m., Worship 
Service, 10 a.m., Evening Service, 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study, 6 p.m.
Sunday a.m. services at 1745 linden st.
All other classes at minister’s home; call 
number above for location. Free Bible 
studies available. Subject and location & 
time open to personal request.

POTTER / DIX
PRAIRIE WEST CHURCH, ELCA/UMC
904 Sheridan, Potter, (308) 879-4583
Pastor Warren Cico 
Cell: 785-772-7098
Children & adult Sunday school – 9:30 
a.m.; 10:30 am – Sunday Worship with 
fellowship to follow
Social Distancing recommended
Jr./Sr. High Youth Group – Last Wednesday 
of the month 
Council Meetings – 3rd Monday of Month 
- 7:00 p.m – in fellowship hall
(Communion on first Sunday of the month) 
 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  
OF POTTER - Missouri Synod
7 N, 6 E 1/2 S. of Potter
Rev. Ted A. Bourret
(308) 879-4437
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 9 a.m., 
Sunday School/Bible class, 10 a.m.
WED. Weekday School & Confirmation 
class, 4:15 p.m. - Holy Communion 1st & 
3rd Sunday of each month.
 
BAYARD
ASSUMPTION GREEK ORTHODOX 
CHURCH
810 12th Avenue, Bayard
Presbyter Sergios Smith
SUNDAY: Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.
Feast Days, 10 a.m.

DALTON / GURLEY
DALTON ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH
Corner of Francis and Wabasha
Pastor Mike Sullivan
(308) 377-2331
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 9:30 a.m. 
Bible Study, 4 p.m.; First Sunday Movie 
Night, 4 p.m.; SATURDAY: First Saturday 
Coffee, 9 a.m.

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod
Gurley (W. of water tower)
Rev. Ted Bourret

(308) 879-4532
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 10:35 a.m.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m., Holy 
Communion: 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month. TUESDAY: Confirmation, 3:45 p.m.

ST. MARY’S CHURCH
718 Francis St Dalton
Father C.P. Varghese
(308) 377-2440
EUCHARIST: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays, 
8 a.m.; 2nd, 4th Sundays & Saturdays
at 6 p.m.; Sunday Mass at 8 a.m.

UNITED CHURCH OF THE PLAINS
124 State Street, Dalton
(308) 277-2357
SUNDAY: Worship, 10:45 a.m., Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Coffee Time: 10 a.m.
Holy Communion, 1st Sunday each month.
Christian Education “The WAY” 
Wednesday after School at the 
Community Shepards Center 404 Francis 
St. Dalton

LODGEPOLE
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH
PMA Brenda Tophoj
1011 McCall St., Lodgepole
(308) 483-5534
SUNDAY: Sunday School, 9:30 a.m
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.

NEW HOPE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
Pastor R J Savely
402 Bates Blvd., Lodgepole
(308) 483-5326
SUNDAY: Worship, 10:30 a.m.;  
Youth/Children/Adult Ministry, 9:15 a.m.

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Lodgepole
Pastor Ceciliah Igweta
(308) 483-5259
SUNDAY: Worship: 11:15 a.m.
FB:  Chappell Lodgepole UM Parish
Like us on face book for Worship Live

WEYERTS IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
13920 Road 46, Lodgepole
(308) 483-5773
SUNDAY: Worship: 9 a.m.
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

CHAPPELL
BEREA LUTHERAN CHURCH
2874 Hwy. 27, Chappell (Rural Chappell)
(308) 874-2581
SR Anne Hall
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 10:45 a.m. 

GRACE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
PO Box 871, Chappell
Pastor Brent DeJong (308) 566.0227
The Lions Club
Sunday Worship, 10 a.m. 
www.gcfchappell.org

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1302 2nd St., Chappell
PMA Brenda Tophoj

(308) 874-3226
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 9 a.m.
SOLID ROCK BIBLE CHURCH
Pastor Rod Wright
602 3rd St., Chappell
www.solidrockbible.com
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible study, 6:30 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH
1079 2nd St - Chappell
Fr. Rayappa (Roy) Pasala
(308) 874-3407
EUCHARIST: Sundays, 10:30 a.m.

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
346 Babcock
Chappell NE 69129 
Pastor Ceciliah Igweta
(308) 874-2931
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 9:45 a.m.
FB:  Chappell Lodgepole UM Parish
Like us on face book for Worship Live

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
645 5th St., Chappell
Rev. Neil Carlson, Pastor
(308) 874-2533 
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9:15 a.m. 
 
OSHKOSH
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
200 East Ave E., Oshkosh
(308) 772-4154
SR Anne Hall
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 9 a.m.
Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays
 
COLORADO
HARVEST BAPTIST CHURCH
221 Main Street, Ovid, CO 
SUNDAY: 9:30 a.m. Growth Groups 
(Adult, Children, Youth), 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
203 5th St, Ovid, CO
Pastor Ceciliah Igweta 
970-463-5512 
SUNDAY: 8:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Peetz, Colo.
Father Michael Bodzioch
Father Herman Nsubuga
Sunday Mass: 10 a.m. – 2nd & 4th 
Sunday,  8 a.m. – 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Iliff, Colo.
Father Michael Bodzioch
Father Herman Nsubuga
Sun. Mass: 10 p.m. 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, 
8 a.m., 2nd & 4th Sunday

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
529 Logan St.
Peetz, Colo.
SUNDAY: Worship Service, 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY: Youth Group 6 p.m.

CHOOSING
YOUR CHURCH

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

2622 11th Ave., Sidney
Pastor Corey Jenkins

(308) 254-4508, www.sidneyfirstumc.com
Adult Sunday School 8:30 a.m. - Worship 9:30

(Nursery Offered) - Children’s Sunday School 10:30

Eternal Love
There’s a 1988 song by the Christian rock 

group, Petra called “First Love.” Let me 
quote you the lyrics:

1) Sometimes I feel I’m pulled in so many 
wrong directions

Sometimes I feel the world seducing my 
affections

It’s not that I don’t know the way It’s just 
a heart that’s prone to stray

But with my weaknesses admitted
You will keep all that I’ve committed
So I commit my heart to You, my First 

Love
2) It’s taken me some time to try to com-

prehend
A love that doesn’t change - a love with-

out an end
A love that keeps forgiving 
A love of sacrifice and giving
I delight myself in You, my First Love
3) If I ever lack endurance
I remember Your assurance
That Your only banner over me is love
If my heart begins to waiver
Woo me back, my loving Savior
Woo me back till I return to my First Love
Chorus: First Love - First Love
My soul longs after You
First Love - First Love
I want my heart to stay so true
Because You first loved me
Jesus You will always be
You will always be my First Love”

Allow me to unpack this a little. In the 1st 
verse, we make the confession that we’re 
easily distracted by the world and drawn 

away from Jesus, but in that confession is 
also the realization that what we commit 
to the Lord, He will keep safe for us. In the 
2nd verse we confess that it takes us a long 
time to understand the love Jesus has for 
us, but it’s there for us to delight in. And in 
the 3rd verse we confess our weakness and 
our tendency to wander, but there’s also 
the plea for Jesus to call us back into that 
loving relationship we had at the first. And 
then in the chorus we have the truth of our 
human soul: we long for the love that only 
Jesus can offer – and because He loved us 
first, we too can love one another.

The truth is, Jesus loved us before we 
were ever born! Sometimes it’s hard to get 
your head and your heart around this, but 
Jesus died on the cross out of love for all of 
us, and more to the point, He was willing 
to give His life for YOU, because He loved 
you first!  We are easily sidetracked and 
are drawn away from Jesus and the church, 
or we simply wander off. But just because 
we tend to “lose” Jesus, our first love, does 
NOT mean that He ever ceases to love us! 
I’m drawn to the lines of the song, “If my 
heart begins to waiver, woo me back, my 
loving Savior.” And I guess I might even 
change the lyrics from “if” to “when…” 
WHEN my heart begins to waiver and 
wander and weaken, that’s when the plea 
becomes most earnest: woo me back, my 
loving Savior!

 
Pastor Corey

Sidney 1st United Methodist Church
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Yonts Water Conference Returns April 9

New Nebraska 
Land Link 

Program Connects 
Land Seekers With 

Land Owners

UNL FOR FAMILIES: 
Cooking Dry Beans

Each spring, as the planting season 
approaches, brings fresh questions 
about irrigation water:

How much water will the mountain 
snowpack provide to the North Platte 
Valley? What’s the state of the irrigation 
infrastructure in the valley? What 
have we learned about the system in 
the past year? How does the complex 
system of dams, diversions, checks 
and canals work? Will groundwater 
irrigation regulations stay the same 
as last year?

Answers to these and other questions 
– as well as some fresh new questions 
– will be provided by presenters at the 
Yonts Water Conference, scheduled 
for April 9 in Gering. The spring 
water conference for the North Platte 
Valley returns in April 2021 after a 
hiatus, named in honor of the late 
Dean Yonts, UNL Irrigation Specialist 
who helped start the event.

The 2021 conference, organized by a 
regional group of water stakeholders, 
will take place Friday, April 9, from 
9 a.m. until 1 p.m. at the Gering 
Civic Center. Lunch will be included. 
There is no charge to attend, but space 
is limited and registration is needed 
by April 5. To register online, go to 
https://go.unl.edu/yonts . To register 
by phone, call 308-632-1230.

More information is available at the 
Panhandle Research and Extension 
Center webpage, https://panhandle.

unl.edu.
This event will follow current 

Nebraska Extension event policy and 
Panhandle Public Health District 
guidelines, including masks and social 
distancing.

The Yonts Water Conference is 
organized by the North Platte River 
Water for Agriculture Committee, 
made up of representatives from 
Extension, local irrigation districts, 
the North Platte Natural Resources 
District, agricultural producers, 
area businesses, and wildlife groups. 
The committee’s work, including 
the conference, is supported by an 
Agriculture and Food Research 
Initiative (AFRI) Water for Agriculture 
grant.

The list of topics and presenters:
• 2021 Water Outlook and Drought 

Monitor Update.
• Current Status of Goshen-Gering/

Fort Laramie Tunnel.
• Growers Panel: Managing After 

the Tunnel Collapse.
Panel: Crop Management for 2021.
The Yonts water conference is a good 

opportunity for anybody, including but 
not limited to irrigators, to learn more 
about where water comes from; how it 
developed over more than a century; 
the laws and regulations that govern 
its use; the infrastructure that delivers 
it; challenges; and the irrigation water 
supply outlook for 2021.

Janeene Brown of Deines Irrigation 
at Gering said, “recent events in the 
valley, such as the tunnel collapse 
that cut water deliveries to Gering-
Fort Laramie and Goshen irrigation 
districts, really highlighted how much 
we sometimes take it for granted that 
our irrigation water is a given. The 
Yonts Water Conference is an exciting 
opportunity for ground and surface 
water users alike to learn about the 
current state of water in our area 
while gaining an understanding of 
how it all comes together.

“This conference will also provide 
ground and surface water producers 
the chance to hear of innovative 
options other producers are using that 
can help maximize production on their 
farm when something as critical as 
water becomes limited,” she said.

John Berge, General Manager of 
the North Platte Natural Resources 
District at Scottsbluff, said, “rebooting 
the Yonts Water Conference is critical 
as we face new challenges related 
to extreme weather, and the ongoing 
struggle to maintain and expand our 
agricultural economy in the face of 
those weather events or regulatory 
initiatives.”

“Anyone with even a passing interest 
in water will take something away 
from this event, but those large water 
users in the industrial or agricultural 
sectors will find valuable information 

and have access to subject matter 
experts in the field. I think that 
people will find the long-term weather 
forecasts interesting, and forecasts for 
surface water and information about 
Integrated Management Planning 
water should be helpful to those as 
they make plans for the balance of 
2020 and beyond.”

Added Robert Busch of Mitchell, 
irrigator and GFL Irrigation District 
Board member: “Any time you can 
educate yourself about water issues is 
always a good time. Everyday things 
change in the water situation – quality 
and quantity of water.” He said the 
list of topics is full of highlights: “With 
water, for me all issues are really 
important.”

Kevin Adams, Farmers Irrigation 
District General Manager, said the 
conference will have something for 
anyone interested in learning about 
this region’s water.

“I believe a water conference of 
this magnitude, we can share how 
the water system works in the North 
Platte Valley, and it works for every 
human being who lives here. It feeds 
your underground water,” he said. 
“You’ll learn about snowpack levels, 
you’ll learn about how the systems 
work and numerous things that the 
public should be interested in – the 
quality and quantity of groundwater, 
every issue there is.”

A new Nebraska Extension 
program will work to connect new 
and beginning farmers and ranchers 
with retiring landowners who are 
interested in transitioning their land 
to a new owner.

Nebraska Land Link is now 
accepting applications from 
interested land seekers and 
landowners, with the goal of providing 
land access using lease agreements, 
lease-to-own arrangements, buy-
sell arrangements or other creative 
methods that are mutually beneficial 
for both parties.

Access to land continues to be one 
of the most difficult challenges facing 
new farmers, according to Allan 
Vyhnalek, an extension educator for 
farm and ranch succession who will 
manage the Nebraska Land Link 
program.

“The high cost of land, livestock 
and equipment makes it difficult for 
beginning farmers to purchase these 
capital assets,” Vyhnalek said. “And 
many landowners who are asset-
rich and cash-poor need to earn 
income for retirement from their 
land, equipment and livestock, while 
transitioning away from the labor 
and management of their operation.”

Vyhnalek also pointed out that, 
when a traditional multi-generational 
farm or ranch exists, it can be easier 
to develop a plan that transitions 

the assets and management of the 
operation from one generation to 
the next. However, when a farmer 
or rancher does not have a child 
who wishes to actively take over the 
operation, the path to retirement is 
less clear.

After an interested land seeker 
or landowner applies to Nebraska 
Land Link, the application will be 
vetted by extension personnel, who 
will guide participants through 
the process of finding a match and 
provide educational support along 
the way. Landowners will have 
opportunities to interview and 
review applications submitted by 
land seekers, to screen for shared 
values, skills and interests. 

The program is administered 
by the extension Farm and Ranch 
Management team in the university’s 
Department of Agricultural 
Economics. It was developed in 
collaboration between the Nebraska 
Extension Farm and Ranch 
Succession and Nebraska Women in 
Agriculture programs.

Enrollment applications and 
information about the program can 
be found at farm.unl.edu/landlink. It 
is open to operations of any size and 
is free for Nebraskans.

This material is based upon work 
supported by USDA-NIFA under 
Award Number 2020-70017-32735.

Fischer Applauds USDA 
Pandemic Assistance for 

Producers
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Deb Fischer (R-Neb.), a member of 

the Senate Agriculture Committee, released the following statement after 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced its plan to spend the 
funding Congress has allocated to the department through prior COVID-19 
relief packages: “USDA’s plan to support our farmers and producers includes 
many of the key priorities I advocated for during negotiations. Nebraska 
ag has felt the impact of economic disruptions from COVID-19. This much-
needed relief will help get the heart of our state’s economy back on track.”

In the early months 
of the pandemic, non-
perishable foods like dry 
beans were flying off 
grocery store shelves. 
If you still have some 
packaged dry beans in 
your pantry, winter is the 
perfect time to prepare 
them.

While canned beans are 
cooked and ready to be 
heated, served, or used 
in recipes, packaged dry 
beans need to be cooked 
to a palatable texture. For 
best results, it helps to 
understand the variables 
involved with cooking dry 
beans.

Cooking time depends 
on the type of beans 
and the seed variety the 
farmer plants. Generally, 
smaller beans will cook 
faster.

There are many market 
classes of dry beans: 
pinto, black, yellow, navy, 
great northern, kidney, 
cranberry, red and more. 
For each market class, 
there are many varieties, 
according to Carlos Urrea, 

UNL Dry Bean Breeding 
Specialist in Scottsbluff.

For example, a single 
bag of great northern 
beans is likely to consist 
of many seed varieties. 
After farmers harvest 
beans and deliver them 
to the bean-processing 
company, the company 
will blend all the 
great northern beans, 
regardless of the seed 
variety, into one bin for 
processing. This means 
that, at the end of cooking 
time, when most of the 
beans are tender, some 
beans may still be a little 
firm.

Moisture content of 
beans will influence 
cooking time, but not 
the nutritional value or 
taste. Moisture content 
is influenced by drought 
conditions during the 
growing season and age 
of the beans. According 
to Urrea, most beans 
grown in drought and 
stress conditions require 
increased cooking time.

Beans lose moisture 
while sitting on the 
shelf, particularly if the 
package has been opened. 
The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
recommends that dry 
beans be consumed 
within one to two years 
from date of purchase for 
freshness and quality and 
one year from the date 
a container is opened. 
Beans stored longer are 
safe to eat, as long as 
they can be cooked to a 
palatable bite.

Most beans will cook 
more evenly and quickly 
after they have been 

soaked, which increases 
their moisture content. 
Soak for several hours, 
drain the water, and start 
the cooking process with 
fresh water. This will 
shorten the cooking time 
and also eliminate most 
of the sugar from the 
beans, which contributes 
to flatulence often 
associated with beans. 
Adding salt to the beans 
during both cooking and 
soaking will enhance the 
flavor.

P r e s s u r e - c o o k i n g 
dry beans in the multi-
cooker is a time-saving 
cooking method. Soaking 
will reduce the cooking 
time, but if that is not 
an option, beans can be 
put in the multi-cooker 
without prior soaking. 
When pressure-cooking 
beans, allow the multi-
cooker to naturally 
release pressure and 
open the lid once the pin 
has dropped. Taste the 
beans. If they are just 
a bit too firm, set the 
multi-cooker to the sauté 
function and continue to 
cook until desired results 
are achieved

For more information 
and recipes:

Use cooked beans in 
recipes such as White 
Chicken Chili, Easy 
Black Bean and Cheese 
Quesadillas or Super 
Quick Beans and Rice 
found here: https://food.
unl.edu/recipe-central.

For more information 
on cooking dry beans, 
see https://food.unl.edu/
article/how-cook-dry-
beans-scratch.

Tammie Ostdiek
UNL Extension Educator, 

Morrill County

Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!

S T R U C T U R E S

NE and Western IA
712-600-2410
402-426-5022

Wisconsin
608-988-6338

www.GingerichStructures.com

BULL SALE? Run this size ad in over 150 
Newspapers for just $6.41/newspaper

Call this newspaper or 1-800-369-2850 for more information.

Nebraska 2x2/2x4 Display Ad Network

Place your 2x2 display ad in over 150 Ne-
braska newspapers & get your message to 
over 490,000 readers.  Statewide coverage 
for just $6.41* per publication. *Statewide 
cost only $975. Regional ads also avail-
able in Central, Northeast, Southeast or 
Western Nebraska. Other sizes available.
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Cheyenne County 
Republican Press Release 
March 23, 2021

The Cheyenne County 
Republican Committee 
met March 23, 2021 in 
the meeting room at the 
Security First Bank.  

The first meeting 
of the new year was 
spent deliberating over 
whether to censure 
Senator Ben Sass.  After 
much discussion the 
committee decided not 
to censure Senator Sass, 
as there is no “teeth” 
in that measure, and 
that it would only serve 
to give him additional 
publicity.  We did instead 
unanimously vote to 
approve and pass the 
same resolution that 
the Nebraska GOP 
State Central committee 

passed, based on 13  
points of action or lack 
of action on the part of 
Senator Sass.  

The resolution can be 
seen in its entirety at 
ne.gop. The items most 
sited were his silence 
on the closing of major 
industries and initiatives 
including the closing of 
Cabela’s and the recent 
cancellation of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline. 

Senator Sass also 
resigned from the 
Agricultural Committee 
to take a junior position 
on the Judiciary 
Committee making it 
the first time in 50 years 
that Nebraska did not 
hold a place on the Ag 
committee. Appreciation 
was expressed to 
Senator Deb Fischer for 

subsequently adding this 
committee to her already 
full assignment.  

Also addressed were 
the new standards 
for health education 
as proposed by the 
Nebraska Department of 
Education. 

All are encouraged 
to review what is being 
proposed, especially the 
sex education standards, 
and take the survey. 
You can look at the 
proposed standards 
at www.education.
ne.gov. We encourage 
all people, especially 
parents,  to send letters 
opposing these new 
standards. Letters 
should be addressed to 
Dr. Matthew Blomstedt 
and Board Members, 
Nebraska Department 

of Education, P. O. Box 
94987, Lincoln, NE 
68509-4987. 

Cheyenne County Vice 
Chair David West is 
currently working on a 
web page so that all this 
information can be found 
in a collective space.  Be 
watching for the launch 
of the new website.  A 
new e-mail has also been 
established, and all can 
send comments and ask to 
be placed on a mailing list 
to receive future updates 
at CCGOP@outlook.com.   
We also acknowledged 
your newly elected 3rd 
District Chairman, Ron 
Schmidt from Ogallala, 
and we are confident he 
will bring new energy 
and excitement to State 
GOP Board. 

Cheyenne County 
Republicans Meet

LINCOLN – Nebraska farmers continue to be good 
stewards of the land, producing more bushels with 
less resources. Because of this increased efficiency, 
on-farm grain storage is on the rise. With additional 
grain bins on farms and on commercial sites, there 
is a greater risk of fatal accidents. The checkoff 
organizations of Nebraska’s corn, soybean, wheat and 
sorghum industries (and their respective associations), 
remind farmers and agricultural workers to be safe in 
and around grain bins during the fifth annual “Stand 
Up 4 Grain Safety Week.”

“Stand Up 4 Grain Safety Week” takes place March 
29 through April 2 and is organized through an 
alliance between the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), the U.S. Department of 
Labor, the National Grain and Feed Association, the 
Grain Elevator and Processing Society and the Grain 
Handling Safety Council.

“Farming is one of the most hazardous industries 
we have in the United States,” said David Bruntz, 
chairman of the Nebraska Corn Board and farmer 
from Friend. “We often hear of unimaginable accidents 
in agriculture because there are a lot of moving parts 
and large pieces of machinery to work with. Nebraska 
Corn regularly reminds farmers to take a second for 
safety, because many accidents and fatalities can be 
prevented with just a little added caution.”

There are several hazards associated with grain 
bins, including engulfments and entanglements. An 
engulfment happens when grain flows downward and 
forms a funnel, pulling a person down to the point of 
full immersion. An entanglement could occur when 
farmers or agricultural employees work in close 
proximity to grain augers. The danger in operating an 
auger is getting caught in a moving part.

“As we look at engulfments and entanglements, 
there’s a common theme, which is they both happen 
quickly,” said Eugene Goering, chairman of the 
Nebraska Soybean Board and farmer from Columbus. 
“The risk is high for both young and old, those new to 
the occupation and those who are seasoned farmers. 
It’s essential everyone working in and around 
grain bins educates themselves about proper safety 
protocol.”

With the proper safety procedures, grain bin 
accidents are preventable. It is important to follow all 
the safety rules when it comes to working with grain 
stored in bins. Here are a few grain bin safety tips to 
keep in mind when you are working with stored grain:

• Use inspection holes or grain level markers to 
understand what is happening inside the bin. Use a 
pole from outside the bin to break up grain bridges.

• You should enter a grain bin only if absolutely 
necessary. If you must get into the bin, use a body 
harness secured to the outside of the bin. Have at 
least two people watching over you as you enter and 
work inside the bin.

• Use hand signals to communicate—and make 
sure everyone you are working with knows what those 
signals are.

“We know farmers are anxious to get back in the 
fields this spring, so many are now busy working with 
their previous crops stored on-farm,” said Bob Delsing, 

Grain Bins 
Are Focus of 
Safety Week

 

 “WHO  
   DO 
   YOU  
   SAY 
   I AM?” 

       — Jesus 
              Matthew 16:15 

COURTESY PHOTO/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Grain bins are an important component of Nebraska’s agricultural landscape. In 2019, for example, 14.65 billion bushels of 
corn and soybeans were stored in bins in the U.S. 

chairman of the Nebraska 
Wheat Board and farmer 
from Hemingford. “By 
dedicating a week to the 
importance of grain bin 
safety, we can hopefully 
serve as that friendly 
reminder to always be 
prepared, knowledgeable 

and responsible when 
working in and around 
grain bins.”

Throughout the week, 
Nebraska’s corn, soybean, 
wheat and sorghum 
checkoffs and their 
respective associations 
will be sharing grain bin 

safety tips from their 
social media channels. 
More information 
can also be found at 
standup4grainsafety.org.

“We know farming 
is a risky business 
but through proper 
safety procedures, we 

can greatly reduce the 
chance for injury or even 
death,” said Mike Baker, 
chairman of the Nebraska 
Grain Sorghum Board 
and farmer from Trenton. 
“A few extra moments 
of caution far outweigh 
possible accidents.”

Discuss Sen. Sasse Resigning from Ag Committee
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Cheyenne County 
Sheriff’s Office

March 22
A Sidney man was 
transported to Sidney 
Regional Medical Center 
after the truck-trailer he 
was driving went off the 
road between Pole Creek 
Crossing and Old Post 
Road. Gary Narjes, 71, 
of Sidney, was driving a 
1989 International truck 
south on Link 17J when 
he experienced a medical 
emergency, causing him 
to lose consciousness, 
resulting in the truck he 
was driving leaving the 
right side of the road. 
The truck collided with 
a reflector post, then a 
culvert, before coming to 
rest. The truck sustained 
damage to the front and 
undercarriage

Sidney Police Dept
 March 18
6:29 am, Medical Call, 
Laredo Ln.
7:14 am, Fire Structure, 
The Post, Old Post Rd.
9:25 am, Medical Call, 
East Dr.
9:55 am, Criminals 
Mischief
12:07 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Fort Sidney Rd. & 
Parkland Dr.
12:08 Fraud, Charlotte 
Dr.
2:19 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Illinois St.
3:52 pm, Suspicious 
Person, 11th Ave. & Old 
Post Rd.
4:09 pm, Suspicious 
Person, McDonald’s, 
Upland Pkwy.
6:07 pm, Traffic Accident-
Hit & Run, Sonny’s Super 
Food, 10th Ave.
7:34 pm, Disturbance, 
Crestview Apts. North, 
11th Ave.
9:17 pm, Traffic stop, 
Jennifer Ln. & 17J Link
9:58 pm, Traffic Stop, 

Jennifer Ln. & 17J Link
11:20 pm, Agency Assist, 
18th Ave.
11:40 pm, Traffic stop, 
11th Ave. & Fort Sidney 
Rd.
March 19
10:18 am, Animal Call, 
22nd Ave. & Maple St.
12:10 pm, Suspicious 
Activity, Spruce St.
1:08 pm, Traffic Stop, 
19th Ave. & Linden St.
2:32 pm, Criminal 
Mischief, Palomino Pl.
5:21 pm, Juvenile 
Problems, Blackfoot Rd.
6:44 pm, Abandoned 
Vehicle, icon Dr. & 
Greenwood Rd.
6:53 pm, Traffic stop, Link 
17J & Pole Creek crossing
7:51 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Legion Park 
Rd.
7:57 pm, Traffic Stop, 
National Guard Armory, 
Legion Park Rd.
8:30 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Village Way
8:35 pm, Parking 
Complaint, Loves Truck 
Stop, Chase Blvd.
8:55 pm, Motorist Assist, 
McDonalds
8:58 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Cabela Dr. & Old Post 
Rd.
9:19pm, Traffic Stop, Pole 
Creek Crossing 
10:43 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Summit Dr.
10:45 pm, Medical Call, 
El Rancho Rd.
11:02 pm, Parking 
Complaint, Chase Blvd.
11:28 pm, Harassment, 
Pine St.
March 20
12:12 am, Traffic stop, E 
Illinois St. & Fort Sidney 
Rd.
2:03 am, Traffic Stop, E 
Illinois St. & 17J Link
9:55 am, Suspicious 
Vehicle, Osage St.

10:22 am, Juvenile 
Problems, Parkview Rd.
1:52 pm, Citizen Assist, 
Sidney Police Dept., 
Illinois St.
2:10 pm, Medical Call, 
Western Heritage, 11th 
Ave.
4:51 pm, Medical Call, 
Elm St.
5:05 pm, Animal Call, 
Manor Rd.
5:45 pm, Traffic Stop, nk 
17J & E Illinois St.
7:35 pm, Parking 
Complaint, Chase Blvd.
7:38 pm, Motorist Assist, 
Link 17J & Pole Creek 
Crossing
7:39 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Link 17J & Pole Creek 
Crossing
7:59 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Link 17J & Jennifer Ln.
8:03 pm, Welfare Check, 
19th Ave.
8:41 pm, Traffic Stop, 
14th Ave. & Illinois St.
8:50 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Laredo Ln. & Summit Dr.
9:25 pm, Traffic Stop, 
14th Ave. & Cedar St.
10:16 pm, Traffic Stop, 
13th Ave. & Illinois St.
10:48 pm, Animal Call, 
Osage St.
10:52 pm, Suspicious 
Person, Verde Ln.
11:09 pm, Traffic hazard, 
Evangelical Free Church, 
11th Ave.
March 21
12:38 am, Citizen Assist, 
Sidney Police Dept., 
Illinois St.
1:09 am, Parking 
Complaint, Chase Blvd. 
& Upland Pkwy.
2:02 am, Suspicious 
Vehicle, Steven St.
3:40 am, Animal Call, El 
Rancho Rd.
4:56 am, Parking 
Complaint, Upland Pkwy. 
& Interstate 80
8:17 am, Medical Call, 
Newton St.

8:59 am, Suspicious 
Person, Family Dollar, 
10th Ave.
10:54 am, Suspicious 
Vehicle. Denver Dr.
2:27 pm, Open Business 
Check, Walmart, 
Silverberg Dr.
5:22 pm, Abandoned 
Vehicle, Walmart, 
Silverberg Dr.
6:18 pm, Traffic Stop, The 
Post, Old Post Rd.
6:22 pm, Citizen Assist, 
6th Ave.
6:38 pm, Suspicious 
Activity, Elm St.
7:45 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Link 17J & Chase Blvd.
March 22
12:30 am, Agency Assist, 
Osage St.
6:56 am, Criminal 
Mischief, Legion Park, 
Legion Park Rd.
7:41 am, Medical Call, 
7th Ave.
8:01 am, Suspicious 
Activity, Holy Trinity 
Church, San Marino Rd.
9:23 am, Traffic accident-
no Injury, US Hwy 30 & 
US Hwy 385, Cheyenne 
Co. 10:23 am, Traffic 
Accident-Unknown Inj., 
17J Link
11:53 am, Civil Call, East 
Dr.
12:51 pm, Medical Call, 
18th Ave.
1:00 pm, Theft Vehicle, 
Safeway, Illinois St.
2:23 pm, Medical Call, 
19th Ave.
3:48 pm, Animal Call, 
Newton St.
3:57 pm, Agency Assist, 
19th Ave.
4:12 pm, Citizen Assist, 
19th Ave.
4:20 pm, Fraud, SRMC, 
Pole Creek crossing
5:08 pm, Theft, 18th Ave.
8:58 pm, Traffic stop, Fort 
Sidney Rd. & Illinois St.
9:06 pm, Civil Standby-
Keep the Peace, Family 

Dollar, 10th Ave.
9:07 pm, Traffic stop, 
Illinois St. & Link 17J
9:17 pm, Traffic stop, 
Link 17J & Pole Creek 
Crossing
10:49 pm, Medical Call, 
Charlotte Dr.

March 23
7:17 am, Escort 
Funeral. Light Memorial 
Presbyterian, Linden St.
7:48 am, Suspicious 
Activity, 6th Ave.
9:37 am, Fraud, East Dr.
11:32 am, Theft, Newton St.
11:44 am, Animal Call, 
Maple St.
12:13 pm, Truancy, 4th 
St.
2:05 pm, Theft, Sonny’s 
super food, 10th Ave.
2:22 pm, Disturbance, 
Walmart, Silverberg Dr.
2:29 pm, Disturbance, 
Walmart, Silverberg Dr.
2:52 pm, Disturbance, 
Cheyenne Co. Court 
House, 10th Ave.
3:37 pm, Motor Vehicle 
Inspection, 24th Ave.
3:37 pm, Animal Call, 
Maple St.
6:00 pm, Property Lost, 
Walmart, Silverberg Dr.
6:20 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Jennifer Ln. & 17J Link
7:01 pm, Agency Assist, 
6th Ave.
8:37 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Points West Bank, Glover 
Rd.
8:52 pm, Traffic Stop, 
10th Ave. & Newton St.
9:03 pm, Fire Structure, 
11th Ave.
9;42 PM, Traffic Stop, 
11Th Ave. & Winchester 
Ln.

March 24
12:03 am, Traffic Stop, E 
Illinois St. & 17J Link
12:29 pm, Traffic Stop, 
11th Ave. & Old Post 
Rd.
1:08 am, Medical Call, 

4th St.
4:27 am, Traffic 
Accident-no Injury, 
Loves Truck Stop, Chase 
Blvd.
6:39 pm, Fire Structure, 
Quince St.
8:24 am, Welfare Check, 
Country Club Rd.
9:04 am, Theft, Comfort 
Inn, Hoffies Dr.
10:08 am, Theft, 1st St.
10:50 am, Juvenile 
Problems, Sidney High 
School, 19th Ave.
11:16 am, Dumping 
Illegally, Walmart, 
Silverberg Dr.
12:54 pm, Juvenile 
Problems, Sidney Middle 
School, 19th Ave.
2:24 pm, Juvenile 
Problems, 10th Ave. & 
Pine St.
4:13 pm, Criminal 
Mischief, Evangelical 
Free Church, 11th Ave.
4:28 pm, Suspicious 
Activity, 
12th Ave. & Grant St.
4:34 pm, Citizen 
Contact, Legion Park, 
Legion Park Rd.
5:04 pm, Animal Call, 
10th Ave. & Linden St.
5:31 pm, Traffic stop, 
Jennifer Ln. & 17J Link
6:27 pm, Traffic 
Complaint, 15th Ave. & 
Toledo St.
8:51 pm, Traffic stop, 
10th Ave. & Illinois St.
10:22 pm, Suspicious 
Activity, 10th Ave. & 
Toledo St.
10:42 pm, Traffic Stop, 
Pole Creek Crossing & 
17J Link
10:51 pm, Traffic stop, 
Link 17J & Interstate 80
11:23 pm, Suspicious 
Vehicle, Legion Park, 
Legion Park Rd.
11:59 pm, Traffic stop, E 
Illinois St. & 17J Link 
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1. SCIENCE: Where is the world’s 
most active volcano located?

2. TELEVISION: Which 1990s TV 
drama invented the catchphrase “The 
truth is out there”?

3. MATH: What is the total of numbers 
1-100 added consecutively (1+2+3, etc.)?

4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
do the 100 folds in a chef’s hat repre-
sent?

5. LITERATURE: In which Harry 
Potter book does the Whomping Willow 
make its first appearance?

6. GEOGRAPHY: How many coun-
tries in Africa have only four letters in 
their names?

7. MOVIES: In the animated movie 
“Up,” to which scouting group does Rus-
sell belong?

8. ARCHITECTURE: Who designed 
the famous Fallingwater House in Penn-
sylvania?

9. LANGUAGE: What does the Greek 
prefix “hyper” mean?

10. MEDICAL: What is the common 
ailment classified in medical terms as 
singultus?

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Hawaii (Mauna Loa)
2. "The X-Files"
3. 5,050
4. 100 ways to cook an egg
5. "Harry Potter and the Chamber of  

     Secrets"
6. Three: Chad, Mali and Togo
7. Wilderness Explorers
8. Frank Lloyd Wright
9. Over, excessive
10. Hiccups

Posting Date March 29, 2021



Sidney Invite -Men’s 
Division I Final Results

1. Sidney 125.17
2. Laramie 90
3. McCook 89.17
4. Gering 45.17
5. Cheyenne South 

43
6. Ogallala 29.17
7. Alliance 29.17
8. Gothenburg 28
9. Chadron 26
10. Burns 20.17
11. Creek Valley 2

 
Sidney Invite 

-Women’s Division 
I Final Results

1. Sidney 101.25
Ogallala 101
McCook 80
Laramie 77.25
Gothenburg 47.25
Cheyenne South 40
Burns 25
Gering 21.25
Chadron 20
Alliance 14
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Sidney’s Red Raider Track & Field team got off to a hot 
start for the season by sweeping the John Ganser Sidney 
Invitational Track Meet, with the boy’s team earning a big win 
with 125.2 points and a 35 point margin against second place 
Laramie while the girls barely edged second place Ogallala 
by .25 of a point.

Sidney’s strengths in the sprints and long-distance runs 
were on display as their boy’s team earned fifteen medals, 
with six being gold.  Junior Daniel Bashtovoi won two gold 
medals, earning first in the 800 meters at 2:09.4 and first in 
the 1600 meters at 04:55.0. The team of Bashtovoi, Cameron 
Brauer, Trey Johnstone and Mitch Deer took the 4x800 meter 
relay by a 19 second margin at 08:53.08. 

Freshman Luke Holly won the 100 meter dash at 11:56, 
Deer won the 400 meters at 52.64 and junior Sawyer 
Dickman took first in the High Jump clearing 6’4”.

Sidney’s girls earned 12 medals on the day, three gold, 
with senior Karly Sylvester taking home two gold medals by 
winning the Shot Put with a throw of 39’10” and the Discus 
with a throw of 122’9”. The other gold medal came from 
the 4x800 meter relay team of Talissa Tanquary, Lydia Peters, 
Morgan Jaggers and Kimberly Gutierrez taking first place with 
a time of 10:48.8.

Sidney’s strengths in the long distance running events, 
throwing events and jumping events will keep them at the 
top of the pack moving forward. The Red Raiders are back in 
action on Thursday as part of a 10 team competition at the Ed 
Moore Invitational in Ogallala.

Creek Valley’s Storm Track and Field teams 
competed with the best the panhandle area 
teams on Saturday at the John Ganser Sidney 
Invitational, and although they did not score well 
as a team, a few individual performances stood 
out on the day.

Senior Brandon Span earned fifth place in the 
200 meters at 25.47, junior Lucas Trujilio earned 

eight place in the 400 meters at 56.78. Senior 
Oakley Hodges had a personal best throw of 37’ 
10”, good enough to earn seventh place in the 
Shot Put, and tied for eight place in the Discus 
with a throw of 106’ 4”.

For the girls, freshman Samantha Marin placed 
seventh in the 3200 meters at 14:10.69, and 
the 4x800 meter relay team of Lydia Mitlehner, 
Samantha Marin, Ella Ningen and Anna Speirs 
placed seventh at 12:10.61.

The Storm Track and Field team next hosts the 
Tri-State Meet on Tuesday, April 6.

Raiders Sweep 
Sidney Invite

Storm Track & Field 
Competes at Sidney Invite

Event Results

Mike Motz
mike@suntelegraph.com

Mike Motz
mike@suntelegraph.com

MIKE MOTZ/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Sidney freshamn Chloe Ahrens gets a fast start during the 100 meter hurdles Saturday.

MIKE MOTZ/SUN-TELEGRAPH
Creek Valley Junior Drew Fraass hurdles the discus during the early rounds of the competition Saturday.

OF THE WEEKOF THE WEEK

LEASING BY ADAMS, LLC

1900 Illinois, Sidney

Daniel Bashtovoi– Junior, 
Sidney  High School

Bahtovoi had a great start to the Track & Field 
season by winning the 800 Meters, 1600 Meters and 

placing second as part of the 4x400 Meter Relay 
Team to lead the Red Raiders to a first place finish 

on Saturday at the Sidney Invitational.



It was a wild Sunday 
at Cleveland Field 
between the baseball 
squads of Western 
Nebraska Community 
College and Trinidad 
State Junior College.

The two teams com-
bined for 49 runs 
and 55 hits. The two 
squads also combined 
for 12 home runs in 
the doubleheader, 
but it was Trinidad 
State that earned the 
doubleheader Empire 
Conference sweep over 
the Cougars.

 The first game 
saw 28 runs scored 
between the two, 
including a grand slam 
from each team as the 
Trojans came back for 
a 15-13 win. The sec-
ond contest was just 
as wile. Trinidad led 
from start to finish, but 
WNCC had a seventh-
inning rally that came 
up one run short as 
the Trojans won the 
game 11-10.

The first game saw 
both teams hit the ball 
hard as each team had 
14 hits. Trinidad had 
three home runs and 
three doubles. WNCC 
finished with five 
home runs and two 
doubles.

 Trinidad started the 
offense with six runs 
in the first, including 
a grand slam from the 
fourth batter. Trinidad 
State then added two 
more runs for a 6-0 
lead.

WNCC was just 
as productive. Luis 
Alcantara hammered 
a solo home run to 
put the Cougars on the 
board. Then Jayden 
Orozco walked fol-
lowed by a single by 
Matt Womack with 
two outs. Felton fol-
lowed with a run-scor-
ing single. Womack 
scored on a passed 
ball to make it 6-3 fol-
lowed by Felton scor-
ing on a wild pitch to 
make it 6-4.

Trinidad scored one 
run in the second on 
two outs, but WNCC 
came back to added 
two in the second and 
single runs in the third 
and fourth to grab an 
8-7 lead.

The second inning 
saw Alcantara hammer 
his second home run, 
this time a 2-run shot to 
bring the score to 7-6.

WNCC tied the game 
with a single run in 
the third as Caleb Coats 
doubled and scored on 
a Alcantara 2-out sin-
gle. The Cougars took 
the lead in the fourth 
as Felton had a 2-out 
home run to make the 
score 8-7.

Trinidad came back 
with four runs of their 
own in the fifth to hold a 
11-8 lead. It was short-
lived as WNCC plated 
five runs in the fifth of 
their own. JT Cafferty 
led off with a home 
run. Riley Schanaman 
followed with a sin-
gle and Coats walked. 
Alcantara loaded the 
bases by reaching on 
an error. That set up 
Jordan Rollins, who 
blasted a grand slam 
to put the Cougars up 
13-11 with no outs.

 The Cougars held 
the lead until the sev-
enth when Trinidad 
added another four 
runs to take a 15-13 
lead, scoring all four 
runs with two outs.

WNCC had a chance 
in the seventh. Orozco 
and Womack earned 
free passes to get on 
base, but a double 
play ended the game, 
giving the Trojans the 
win.

WNCC had three 
players that had two 
or more hits. Alcantara 
and Felton led the way 
with three hits each. 
Alcantara had two 
home runs, three runs 
scored, and for RBIs, 
while Felton had a 
home run, two runs 
scored, and two RBIs.

Schanaman also had 
two hits with a run 
scored.

Dawson Hurford 
started the game and 
went 4 2/3 innings in 
allowing 11 runs and 
11 hits. Hurford struck 
out three. Owen 
Vantillo took the loss, 
going 2 1/3 innings 
in allowing three hits, 
four runs and striking 
out four.

The second game 
saw Trinidad lead 
from start to finish 
after scoring four runs 
in the first and add-
ing two runs each in 
the second, third, and 
fourth inning to grab 
an 10-4 lead.

WNCC scored one 
run in the first as 
Rollins had a lead-
off home run. The 
Cougars then plated 
three runs in the third 
to cut the lead to 8-4. 
Quinn McCafferty 
singles and scores on 
a Felton double for 
the first run of the 
third. Alcantara then 
walked. Felton scored 
on a wild pitch for the 
third run of the game 
and then Alcantara 
scored on a Womack 
2-out single.

Trinidad answered 
with two in the fourth, 
but WNCC answered 
those two runs with 
two in the fifth to cut 
the deficit to 10-6. 
WNCC’s fifth-inning 
runs all came with two 
outs as Felton walked 
and then Olson hit a 
towering, no-doubt 
2-run home run.

 Trinidad led 11-6 
going into the sev-
enth and that is where 
things got interesting. 
Rollins led off with a 
double. Rollins scored 
on a Alcantara double. 
Olson than made it 
11-9 as he hit a 2-run 
home run. Womack 
kept the hopes alive 
with a single. Coats 
then reached base on 
a hard-hit grounder. 
Jack Jones then singled 
in Womack to make it 
11-10. With the tying 
run on second, WNCC 
however, couldn’t get 
the tying or winning 
run in to fall to the 
Trojans.

 WNCC had 13 hits 
in the contest with five 
players getting multiple 
hits. Olson led the way 
with two home runs 
with four RBIs and two 
runs scored. Rollins, 
Felton, Womack, and 
Jones all had two hits. 
Rollins had a home 
run and double, while 
Alcantara and Felton 
finished with doubles.

WNCC, 13-14, will 
be back in action Friday 
and Saturday when 
they travel to Lamar 
Community College 
to face the Lopes in 
an Empire Conference 
contest.

 Men’s Final Results
1. Mitchell 135
2. Leyton 81
3. Garden County 73
4. Potter-Dix Public 62
4. Morrill 62
6. Bridgeport 22
7. Hemingford 20

8. Bayard 17
9. Guernsey-Sunrise 14
9. Kimball 14
9. Southeast 14
12. Pine Bluffs 6
13. Crawford 4
14. Hay Springs 3 
Women’s Final Results

1. Crawford 68
2. Bayard 67
3. Kimball 63
4. Mitchell 53
5. Sioux County 44
6. Pine Bluffs 38
7. Bridgeport 34
8. Hay Springs 31
8. Morrill 31
10. Minatare 28
11. Hemingford 18
12. Potter-Dix Public 15
12. Southeast 15
14. Leyton 14
15. Garden County 8
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Quiz
By Ryan A. Berenz

SPORTS

(c) 2021 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

1. Nicknamed “Mr. DeMarathon,” what 
Olympic bronze medalist won the Boston 
Marathon seven times?
2. Which NFL defensive back finished 
his career with more interceptions: Rod 
Woodson or Charles Woodson?
3. Name the three members of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers who shared World Series 
MVP honors in 1981.
4. What World Golf Hall of Famer and 
South Korean native won the McDonald’s 
LPGA Championship tournament in 1998, 
2002 and 2006?
5. The annual award presented to the 
best female college ice hockey player in 
the U.S. is named after what Princeton 
University hockey standout?
6. Elmer Layden, NFL commissioner from 
1941-46, played fullback for what college 
football team?
7. Jordan “Jet” Temkin, Paul “Nurk” 
Nurkkala and Alex Vanover are former 
champions in what sports league?

Answers
1. Clarence DeMar.
2. Rod Woodson, with 71 (Charles Woodson  
    had 65).
3. Ron Cey, Pedro Guerrero and Steve Yeager.
4. Se-ri Pak.
5. Patty Kazmaier.
6. The Notre Dame Fighting Irish. 
7. Drone Racing League (DRL). www.pvbank.com

Help Us Celebrate

MIKE LEININGER
and his retirement!

Friday, April 9th    1:00-4:30 PM 
Platte Valley Bank Sidney    901 10th Ave

    1:00-4:30 PM
Platte Valley Bank Sidney    901 10

1:00-1:45 PM     Last Name A-F
  2:00-2:45 PM     Last Name G-L
 3:00-3:45 PM     Last Name M-R
4:00-4:30 PM     Last Name S-Z

For the safety and comfort of our guests and 
to abide by social distancing guidelines, 
please join us at the designated times: 

The area’s Track & Field Teams are 
in full swing, and the Coyote and 
Warrior teams traveled to Morrill 
on Saturday to compete in the Early 
Bird Invitational. 

The Leyton Boys’ Team took sec-
ond place honors while the Potter-
Dix Boys’ squad earned fourth place. 
The girl’s teams did not fare as well, 
with Potter-Dix placing twelfth and 
Leyton placing fourteenth overall.

 Medal winners for Leyton includ-
ed Matthew Shepard with sixth 
place in the 100 meters, KJ Bush 
with a fifth place finish in the 400 
meters, Scout Gamble and Kalb 
Borges placed third and fourth in 
the 110 Meter Hurdles. Gamble 
also placed third and Borges placed 
fifth in the 300 Meter Hurdles. 

The team of KJ Bush, Mason 
Reimers, Dominick Russ and 
Matthew Shepard placed third in 
the 4x100 Meter Relay, the team 
of KJ Bush, Braydon Haley, Justin 
Ernest and Gabriel Tretter placed 
second in the 4x400 Meter Relay, 
and the team of Brenton Abbott, 
Justin Ernest, Chance Carter and 
Gabriel Tretter placed second in the 
4x800 Meter Relay.  

Junior Jonathan Borges placed 
third in the Shot Put and fifth in the 
Discus, while Gamble placed fourth 
in the High Jump. Dominick Russ 
placed second in the Long Jump and 
Mason Reimers placed fourth in the 

Triple Jump to round out the Leyton 
medal winners.

 For Potter-Dix, medal winners 
included Luke Kasten and Javon 
Coyle placing fifth and sixth in the 
200 Meters, Thomas Muldoon with a 
third place finish in the 400 Meters 
and a second place finish in the 
800 Meters, Brayden Kasten earned 
fifth place in the 1600 Meters, Jared 
Anton placed second in the 110 
Meter Hurdles. 

The team of Ben Johnson, Javon 
Coyle, Luke Kasten and Donnie 
Moench placed second in the 4x100 
Meter Relay, the team of Thomas 
Muldoon, Brayden Kasten, James 
Pease and Zach Rotertrt  placed 
third in the 4x800 Meter Relay. 

Kyle Evans placed sixth in the Shot 
Put, Luke Kasten placed third and 
Ben Johnson placed fifth in the High 
Jump, Jared Anton earned second 
place in the Pole Vault.

For the Leyton girls, Axi Bensih 
took fifth place in the 100 Meters, 
third place in the 200 Meters and 
fourth place in the 400 Meters. 
Ashton VanAnne placed fifth in the 
100 Meter Hurldes.

For the Potter-Dix girls, Kylie 
Fiehtner placed first in the High 
Jump and sixth in the 400 Meters, 
the team of Lily Tabor, Mary Kasten, 
Jacina Wilbur and Kallie Crossman 
placed sixth in the 4x100 Meter 
Relay, the team of Jayden Shoemaker, 
Mary Kasten, Sierra Schinker and 
Madison Williamson placed sixth in 
the 4x800 Meter Relay.

Potter-Dix, 
Leyton Compete 
at Morrill Early 

Bird Meet

Trinidad Tops 
WNCC in 

Doubleheader

Morrill Early Bird 
Event Results

Mike Motz
mike@suntelegraph.com
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‘Pedalers’ Get 
Their Own Corner

Creek Valley Sophomore 
Recognized in Writing Contest

Sidney High 
School Honor Roll

12th Grade Straight A
Miranda Ahrendt, Daniella Angelida 

Albus, Joshawa Brady Ballance, Damien 
Anthony Beatson, Reagan Jo Biesecker, 
Rebekah Grace Carlson, Don James 
Cushing, Trey Daniel Douglas, Rhett 
Gerrit Dykstra, Adarsha Ganesan, Blaze 
Anthony Ginther, Cole John Glanz, Phyre 
Renee Gonzales, Alyssiah Emily Green, 
Samuel Leighton Hashman, Isavell Naomi 
Hernandez, Morgan Marie Jaggers, Aiden 
Matthew Jenkins, Tiffany Rose Jenks, Abbie 
Rae Johnson, Peyton Mae Lewis, Jersie 
Hope Misegadis, Emma Sheree Mortensen, 
Ashlee Kathleen Ringleman, Ireland 
Annmarie Smelley, Karly Ryan Sylvester, 
Emma Rae Wintholz and Gage Chad 
Yoder.

11th Grade Straight A
McKenzie Ann Andrew, Daniel Jacob 

Bashtovoi, Saria Josephania Calvin, 
Mitchell James Deer, Hannah Ernst, John 
Bruce Fortner, Hannah Rhian Haas, 
Wyatt Tyler Heckenlively, Treyson Tucker 
Johnstone, Rishi Krishna, Tyler Ryan 
Lovato, Erika Faith Meakins, Isabella 
Michelle Merlino-Butts, Elena Karyme 
Neufeld-Ponce, Lydia Ruth Peters, Paige 
Michelle Pritchard, Makinna Marie 

Delores Rauner, Brynna Michelle Ross, 
Karalyn Elizabeth Stevens, Elizabeth Anne 
Swayze, Lacie Jo Vach, Austin Lee Wood 
and Zoey Wright.

10th Grade Straight A
Gavin Cole Allen, Jesse Robert 

Cortney, Allison Jane Deal, Jacob Ryan 
Dowse, Rheo Suzanne Dykstra, Zoe 
Jane Fornander, Gabrielle Grace Fortner, 
Krishnaraj Ganesan, Austin James Glanz, 
Aspen Gurr, Riley Patrick Hardin, Angel 
Mariejuana Helms, Aubree Una Larson, 
Rylee Rae Nicole McManis, Hannah Sadie 
Mortensen, Reese Ann Riddle, Spencer 
James Robinson, Taylor Kay Runge, 
Abrielle Kenlee Steffens and Hunter 
William Wolff.

9th Grade Straight A
Sidney Allard, Rishyanthi Naik Banoth, 

Matthew Paul Carlson, Vernon Eugene 
Graham, Ty Keith Grunig, Cole Thomas 
Hanley, Ellie Marie Hollingshead, Siona 
Sachin Kshirsagar, Madison Marie Kuhns, 
Dominik Iziah Lucero, Johnathan Meza, 
Preston Allen Olson, Danay Joy Peters, 
Jenju Fu Peters, Katie Mae Ramsey, 
McGuire Joseph Rolls, Talissa Renee 
Tanquary, Luke Otto Uhlir and Grace Ann 
Weber.

KEARNEY – Seven high school stu-
dents have been named winners in a 
University of Nebraska at Kearney writ-
ing contest with the theme “Nebraska 
in the Year 2020.”

The Nebraska Emerging Writer 
Contest included submissions from 
students across the state in three cat-
egories: essay, poetry and short story. It 
was sponsored and organized by UNK’s 
Phi Eta Sigma chapter. Cash prizes 
totaling $500 were given to the win-

ners.
Briannah Stromer, a junior at 

Hastings High School, won first place 
in the poetry division. Cydnee Coutts, 
a senior at Creighton Community High 
School, placed first in the short story 
category, and Elwood High School 
senior Hanna Wood won first in the 
essay portion of the contest.

Winners have been invited to 
read their submissions April 16 at 
the Student Language and Literature 
Conference organized by the UNK 
Department of English.

Creek Valley High School Sophomore 
Emily Marin was recognized with an 
Honorable Mention award for her short 
story “The Flower Girl.”

Her story is about a missing girl, 
and how the world changed when she 
“returned.” Below is her submitted 
manuscript.

The Flower Girl
By Emily Marin, 
Creek Valley High School Sophomore
In our small town, about a month 

ago, tragedy struck when a little girl 
was reported missing. Our community 
had searched high and low for the little 
darling, our hopes deteriorating as 
we walked home with no news. One 
morning though, we learned the truth 
behind the little girl’s disappearance.

She was found alive in the middle 
of a meadow miles outside of town. 
Her parents were joyous, hugging her 
tightly and covering her face with pas-
sionate kisses. “Why are you so wor-
ried? I promised to be back by dark,” 
the little girl had said. Soon though, 
we realized their precious little girl 
wasn’t the same. Soon, she would van-
ish every night, leaving no trace behind 
where she went. In the morning, she 

would return, saying she had missed 
the sunset.

“Lily, maybe you shouldn’t go out 
anymore,” her family had said. But the 
little girl refused, claiming somebody 
had to tend to the flowers. Her family 
had hired me to stay with Lily while 
her parents were away. During my 
job, I knew she wasn’t like others. She 
kept looking out the window, murmur-
ing nonsense to herself. At one point, 
she complained of being hungry, but 
refused to eat whatever I made her.

When the sun set, she grew restless, 
refusing to be put to sleep. “I sug-
gest you let me out to play, or you’ll 
regret what decision you’ve made,” she 
warned. I tried my best to ignore her, 
until I realized there were voices out-
side her bedroom door. We were the 
only ones home. They were little girl 
voices, raised in song. I turned to Lily, 
who had sat upright, excitement glow-
ing in her eyes. “The Flower Girls,” she 
murmured.

“What are you talking about?” I 
demanded, confused. She looked at 
me ever so calmly, looking suddenly 
amused.

“They come at night, tending to the 
meadow near home. If we get hungry, 
we feed on the people. Not their flesh 
and bone. Just their soul. They res-
cued me from dying, and now I must 
follow her and do her bidding,” she 
murmured. I heard the doorknob twist 
eeirrely, and I moved instinctively to 
her closet door, trembling. I grabbed 
the lamp from the nightstand.

“Why are they here Lily?” I had 
demanded. She shook her head, an 
odd color creeping into her bright blue 
eyes.

“I cannot say Katy. If I tell you, you 
have to become like us, or they’ll take 

your soul,” she warned. I clutched my 
heart in amazement as the door opened 
to reveal two little girls wearing white 
dresses. Their hair was braided grace-
fully, and their eyes were glowing just 
like Lily’s was. Lily turned to me, her 
blue eyes distant and gruesome.

“Don’t be afraid Katy. They won’t 
hurt you,” she promised. I didn’t 
respond, clutching the lamp tightly. 
“You can’t blame us for being this way. 
We all died in that field. All we’re 
doing is protecting the other little girls,” 
she promised. I felt faint, collapsing 
onto my knees. Lily walked over, laying 
her tiny hands on my head.

“Rest now. I’ll be back soon,” she 
promised, before all of my strength was 
no more. It seemed several years before 
I was revived, renewed with strength 
and hunger. I opened my eyes weakly 
to see Lily, looking as innocent as ever, 
waiting on her bed. She looked more 
bright than last night, and she was sing-
ing a song like the other kids would do. 
She noticed me and smiled.

“I’m not hungry anymore,” she told 
me. I didn’t respond, grabbing the side 
of her bed and pulling myself up. I 
looked Lily up and down sternly, won-
dering what kind of monster she was. 
Right there on her bed though, she 
looked as innocent as ever.

“You’re not Lily?” I asked quietly. She 
turned to me, suddenly looking sad.

“I am Lily. I am Lily. Don’t lie to my 
parents. I’m home now. I am Lily,” she 
erupted. I understood now what was 
happening. Poor little Lily had died 
in the hands of a murderer in that 
flower field. She was now walking like 
a duplicate, yet she was out for ven-
geance on her killer. Sadly though, Lily 
wasn’t the only flower girl to die in the 
field.

EMILY MARIN

The location has the image of an historic 
filling station when cars were fueled by 
staff and the latest news could be shared 
over a glass-bottle of carbonated soda from 
the Coca-Cola cooler.

The location at 9th and Illinois now 
serves bicyclists and cycling fans. 

Pedaler’s Corner officially opened Friday, 
March 26, the culmination of a long jour-
ney for Doug and Vicky Loghry.

The Loghrys moved to Sidney from the 
Denver area. Vicky talks about growing 
up in a neighborhood of  mom and pop 
shops. Her dad wanted to bring the con-
cept to Sidney. When he couldn’t finish his 
dream, Doug and Vicky carried it on. 

“This was his baby. I was just his leg-
work,” she said.

She said Doug loves the Sidney com-
munity. He is a certified bicycle mechanic. 
They hoped to open when the Tour De 
Nebraska bike tour included Sidney in its 
route. Signing contracts and gaining sup-
plies became an issue. It was also their 
goal to make the location a social destina-
tion as much as a retail and service outlet. 

They wanted the Pedaler’s Corner to give 
back to the community. 

As the store was developing, the coro-
navirus was announced and supply chains 
became unpredictable. Even with that, 
Vicky said, Trek “was phenomenal,” pro-
viding them with what they could: parts 
and accessories even when bicycles were 
not readily available.

In addition to a variety of road, moun-
tain and hybrid bikes, the Pedaler’s Corner 
also has e-bikes, a phenomenon that has 
them working to keep up with demand. 
They also offer Stastic balance bikes.

Vicky said they are deliberately not car-
rying cycling clothes, although they can be 
ordered. They chose not to stock cycling 
clothes because the Loghrys want cyclists 
of all levels to be welcome

The Pedaler’s Corner is designed with a 
fenced courtyard with tables and seating, 
charging stations and a fire pit. She said the 
outdoor ambiance is proving its purpose. 
Couple have taken advantage of the seating 
for conversations, coffees in the afternoon 
sun.

Pedaler’s Corner is open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday.

Forrest Hershberger
publisher@suntelegraph.com

FORREST HERSHBERGER/SUN-TELEGRAPH
The Cheyenne County Chamber of Commerce welcome The Pedalers Corner to the business 
community Friday. Pedalers Corner is a bicycle retail and service shop.



100 Years Ago
March 25, 2021

Agricultural News 
for Cheyenne Co. 

Farmers
Feeds For Poultry
Of all grain feeds 

usually supplied to 
farm poultry, corn has 
been, and still is, the 
most popular. This 
probably is due to its 
abundance and relative 
cheapness, and because 
it is the most relished 
of all the grains. Corn 
is heating and fattening 
, and when fed to fowls 
as the only feed, fat 
rather than eggs is the 
usual result. It should 
be balanced with meat, 
bone, bran and such 
feeds as are rich in 
nitrogenous matter, in 
which corn is deficient.

Three Reasons for 
Cleaning Up

The first week in 
April is spring clean 
up week. At this time 
every mayor or city 
official, as well as 
all citizens should 
co-operate in cleaning 
up his premises and 
make them free from 
fire dangers, such as 
rubbish, oily rags, 
excelsior, etc., which 
spread fire. 

It is the duty of the 
city or village to furnish 
men and teams free of 
charge to haul away all 
waste and rubbish. All 
fire chiefs should make 
a special inspection 
of their territory and 
compel the change of 
any conditions which 
would tend to invite a 
fire.

75 Years Ago
March 29, 1946

Driver Misses Death 
As Car is Demolished

Dr. A. B. Kyle, 85, 
a Bayard veterinarian, 
narrowly escaped death 
when a freight train 
demolished his car 
on the main railroad 
crossing at Potter 
Wednesday night, 
Sheriff W.W. Schulz 
reported.

Schulz said Kyle 
apparently was not 
familiar with the 
crossing and drove onto 
the grade too far to the 
side. 

His car crossed one 
set of tracks but became 
lodged on the next 
track. Meanwhile, the 
freight was approaching 
from the west and the 
“crossing arms” came 
down to block traffic.

Schulz said he 
was told that Kyle 
apparently was trying 
to free his car from 
the tracks and didn’t 
see or hear the freight 
approaching. Ralph 
Robertson ran to the car 
and warned him of the 
train’s appraoch just in 
time to help him jump 
free before the collision. 
The train carried the 
car about half a block 
and knocked it off the 
tracks near a grain 
elevator. 

The machine was 
totally demolished. 
Famed Sidney Tenor 

Will Appear In 
Public Recital

The rich tenor voice 
of Franklin Hornaday, 
which has carried 
him to the pinnacle of 
success in concert and 
operatic work, will 
be heard by a limited 
audience at a special 
concert in the Sidney 
High School auditorium 
next Monday evening, 
April 1, at eight o’clock.

Mr. Hornaday’s 
appearance here is 
being sponsored by 
the Women’s Society 
of Christian Service 
of The Methodist 
Church. Only eight 
hundred tickets will 
be sold, this being the 
seating capacity of the 
auditorium. Tickets are 
being sold by members 
of the society.

Mr. Hornaday, who 
first won attention 
as a promising young 
singer in home talent 
appearances in Sidney, 
has a brilliant record 
of concert and opera 
appearances in major 
cities from coast to 
coast. At the present 
time, he is vacationing 
here at the home of 
his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Hrnaday, 
before starting a 
strenuous summer 
program.

50 Years Ago
March 29, 1971

Sally Haythorn Is 
Chosen State BPW 

Career Woman
Miss Sally Haythorn, 

speech and hearing 
coordinator with 
Education Services Unit 
14, has been chosen 
the 1971 Outstanding 
Young Career Woman 
by the Nebraska 
Federation of Business 
and Professional 
Women’s Clubs.

Word of her selection 
came this weekend 
to Mrs. Allen McGee, 
chairman of the 
selection committee 
for the Sidney BPW 
which nominated Miss 
Haythorn for the honor. 
She was chosen from 
among a large number 
of nominees from BPW 
Clubs throughout the 
state.

Miss Haythorn has 
been associated with 
Unit 14 foer two years 
and plans to return 
next year. In her work, 
she teaches 60 to 75 
students and has four 
private therapy cases. 
She is responsible for 
speech and hearing 
therapy for 17 schools 
in the Unit 14 area and 
sets up coordinating 
services for 27 schools. 
In addition, she 
supervises two other 
other speech therapists 
with the unit.

Three Scouts 
Receive Wider 
Opportunity

Five girls have been 
chosen to represent 
Guiding Start Council 
at a special event for 
Senior and Ninth Grade 
Cadettes. Three of these 
girls are from Sidney: 
Jacky Fish, a Senior 
scout, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack T. Fish; 
Lynda Aufdengarten, a 
Cadette scout, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Otto 
Aufdengarten; and 
Darlene Lessman, 
Cadette  Scout, 
daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Delbert Lessman.  
The event is called “I 
Gotta Be Me” and takes 
place in New Mexico 
State University at Las 
Cruces, N.M. Aug. 1 
through the 10th. 

This event is for 
Senior and Ninth Grade 
cadettes interested 
in learning more 
about themselves and 
about working and 
living with others. 
What it is all about is 
human relations and 
involvement with others 
through pre-conference 
assignment, discussion 
with others, listening 
to other participants 
and resource people in 
communications and 
the current social scene 
in the world around 
them. 

The why of the event 
is so black, white, the 
Mexican-American, the 
Indian, the rural, the 
urband and others may 
learn to live in peace.

25 Years Ago
March 25, 1996
Spring Blizzard 

Turns Killer
A spring blizzard that 

swept through western 
Nebraska Sunday 
became a killer storm 
when four motorists 
were killed in two 
accidents on Interstate 
80 near Chappell. At 

least a dozen other 
accidents were also 
reported.

Wrecked vehicles, 
mostly tractor-trailers, 
are still being towed 
into Sidney at mid-
morning today. Neither 
the Nebraska State 
Patrol nor local towing 
agencies were able to 
compile a total by press 
time. Sunday’s high 
winds gusting up to 45 
mph blew snow that 
reduced visibility to 
zero at times. Only.05 
precipitation was 
recorded in the southern 
panhandle, but it was 
blowing horizontal to 
the ground.

Three Chappell 
residents were killed 
when their pickup was 
struck broadside by a 
semi-truck near the 
East Oshkosh Exit I-80 
about 1 p.m. Sunday.
Sidney’s Population 

Growing
A downward trend in 

population in Cheyenne 
County that has lasted 
for about four decades 
appears to be reversing 
itself in the 1990s.

A study by the 
University of Nebraska-
Omaha, indicated that 
the end of 1994 both 
Sidney and Cheyenne 
County has registered 
gains since 1990.

Sidney’s estimated 
1994 population, says 
the study, is 6,015, a 
gain of 56 from the 
1990 census report of 
5,959, an increase of 
0.9 percent. The 1990 
Census Bureau put 
Sidney’s population at 
6,010.

The study put 
Cheyenne County’s 
population in 1994 at 
9,573, up from the 1990 
count of 9,494.

March 27, 1996
Council Takes 
No Action on 
Fluoridation 

Question
Tuesday evening’s 

Sidney City Council 
meeting drew a 
s t a n d i n g - r o o m - o n l y 
crowd in response to 
a controversial issue 
on the agenda — 
fluoridation of the city 
water system.

The council took no 
action on the question.

Speakers for and 
against the proposed 
fluoridation presented 
both sides of the issue 
for an hour-and-a-half, 
and answered questions 
from council members 
Bob VanVleet and 
Suzanne Moore.

Speaking in favor of 
the proposal were Dr. 
Kim McFarland from the 
University of Nebraska 
Medical Center and 
Tom Michaels, an 
engineer with the 
State Department of 
Health. Also speaking 
were local dentists Bill 
Printz, Michael Neal 
and H.C.Q. Nelson, 
and concerned citizens 
Coleen Langdon and 
Carolyn Rohr.

10 Years Ago
Ag Lab Research 

Tech Honored
For two decades, 

Rob Higgins has been 
a research technician 
at the University of 
N e b r a s k a - L i n c o l n 
Agricultural Lab near 
Sidney.

In recognition 
of his service and 
contributions in 
support of weed science 
activities, Higgins 
received the 2010 
Western Society of Weed 
Science Distinguished 
Achievement Award 

for Professional Staff 
at the society’s annual 
meeting in Spokane, 
Wash.

Higgins  was 
nominated for the award 
by his supervisor, said 
Drew Lyon, dryland 
cropping system 
specialist for UNL, 
who is based at the 
Panhandle Research 
and Extension Center 
in Scottsbluff. Lyon 
supervises research at 
the High Plains Ag Lab.

National Athletic 
Presenter Coming to 
Panhandle

The goal of every 
coach is to help their 
athletes achieve their 
optimum potential. 
The unfortunate use of 
drugs and alcohol can 
diminish that potential 
— or worse, erase it 
entirely.

In hopes of 
preventing that 

tragedy, the Panhandle 
Prevention Coalition, 
along with Project 
Extra Mile, Region 1 
Behavioral Health 
Authority and the 
Panhandle Partnership 
Training Academy, 
are joining together 
to bring the American 
Athletic Institute — 
Pure Performance 
— presentation to 
Panhandle coaches, 

athletic directors, 
school principals and 
superintendents, and 
school board members.

The two-day training 
opportunity is scheduled 
for April 5 and 6, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Prairie Winds 
Community Center in 
Bridgeport. According 
to the AAI website, 
the Pure Performance 
presentation illustrates 
the negative physical, 
psychological and 
physiological effects of 
drugs and alcohol on 
the athlete.
Potter-Dix: D-2 State 

Speech Champion
The members of the 

Potter-Dix High School’s 
speech team used their 
silver tongues to talk 
their way into becoming 

the D-2 State Speech 
Champions.

The competition was 
held March 25 at the 
University of Nebraska-
Kearney. Potter-Dix 
dominated with a 
whopping 100 points, 
while the runner-up, 
Wausa, came in with 70 
points.

Kaleb Thomas 
took the top spot 
in Extemporaneous 
Speech. Third-place 
victories came to Taylor 
Holz, Poetry, and Kenna 
Smith, Informative. 
Angie Wolff took fourth 
place in Persuasive 
Speech. Fifth-place 
wins came to Emily 
Moser, Serious, and the 
Oral Interpretation of 
Drama team of Emily 
Moser, Conner Wolff, 
Tiffany LaBeau, Ty 
Ottoson and Dustin 
Brown. A sixth-place 
win went to the duet of 
Devan Baker and Kevin 
Maes.
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ADVERTISE STATEWIDE for 
$225/25 word classified ad. 
Over 150 newspapers with 
circulation of more than 
237,000. Contact your local 
newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850.

APPLYING FOR Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Our case managers 
simplify the process & work 
hard to help with your case. 
Call 1-866-818-0868. Free 
Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St. 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar).
AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message 
to 155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low price! 
Call 1-800-369-2850 or 
www.nebpress.com for more 
details.

GUARANTEED LIFE 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 80). 

No medical exam. Affordable 
premiums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. 
Policy will only be cancelled 
for non-payment. 855-704-
3167.
 
4G LTE Home Internet now 
available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/month! 844-210-
0464.
 
HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
Internet - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/month! Get 
More Data. Free Off-Peak 
Data. Fast download speeds. 
WiFi built in! Free Standard 
Installation for lease custom-
ers! Limited time, call 1-844-
290-3051.
 
TWO GREAT new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy 510e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy One, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! Call 
1-855-574-9119.
 
AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand on all your 
favorite screens. Choice 
Package, $64.99/month 
plus taxes for 12 months. 
Premium Channels at 
No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/24-mo. 
agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up 
to $8.49/month is extra & 
applies. Call IVS 1-855-763-
0124.

DIRECTV - EVERY live foot-
ball game, every Sunday - 
anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS, 1-855-977-3794.
 
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
needed. $40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
Call 1-855-417-4299.
 DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month 
(where available). Switch & 
Get a Free $100 Visa Gift 
Card. Free Voice Remote. 
Free HD DVR. Free Streaming 
on All Devices. Call today! 
1-877-688-4784.
 
LIFE ALERT, One press of 
a button sends help Fast, 
24/7! At home and on the 

go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. Free First Aid Kit (with 
subscription). Call 855-663-
0118. Free Brochure.
 
DOES YOUR basement 
or crawl space need some 
attention? Call Thrasher 
Foundation Repair. A per-
manent solution for water-
proofing, failing foundations, 
sinking concrete and nasty 
crawl spaces. Free Inspection 
& Same Day Estimate. Call 
1-844-958-3431.
 
ELIMINATE GUTTER clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a Free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-671-2859.
 

WESLEY FINANCIAL Group, 
LLC, Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-899-7756.
 
BECOME A published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. Call Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
Free author submission kit. 
1-866-558-6428.
 
BECOME A Published Author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing - trust-

ed by authors since 1920. 
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for your free Author’s 
Guide, 1-877-858-2822 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Nebraska.
 
A-1 DONATE your car, 
running or not! Fast Free 
Pickup. Maximum tax deduc-
tion. Support United Breast 
Cancer Foundation programs. 
Your car donation could save 
a life. 888-981-7797
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Canterbury Estates
Has 1 and 2 Bedroom 

Openings
�ese Won’t Last Long!

Contact Cindi at 308-632-0473
or toll-free 1-888-694-0443

First Month Rent Free
Income qualify and special need of di�culty walking, 

talking, breathing, working, standing or other.

�ese are exceptionally nice units; wheelchair 
accessible, furnished with microwave, stove, 

refrigerator, w/d. We accept section 8 voucher 
rental assistance. Features low maintenance, 

o�-street parking and lovely landscaping.

GREAT NEWS!!!
Western Heritage 

Apartments
2459 11th Avenue in Sidney  

1st month Rent Free           
 No Security Deposit 

Now accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom apartments.  

Residents must be 55 years 
of age or persons with 

disabilities.  Apartments are 
furnished with stove and 

refrigerator, central air/heat.  
Onsite community room and 
laundry facilities.  Housing 
Choice Voucher rental as-

sistance is  available.   
FOR RENTAL INFO 

CONTACT:
(308) 254-3670 Or Toll-
Free 1-866-694-0443

“This Institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider”

Valley View 
Apartments
Now accepting 

applications for 1&2 
bdrm apartments. 

Includes A/C, stove, 
refrigerators, laundry 
facilities and more. 

Rent based on income. 
For rental information 
contact: Lodgepole 
Housing Authority: 
308-249-9082; TDY: 

1-800-833-7352. 
This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity 
Provider/Employer

The City of Sidney is accepting applications for a 

Journey Lineworker and Apprentice Lineworker 
Responsible for electrical installation, repair, service and      
maintenance on a variety of city electrical systems and equipment.    
Completion of apprentice lineworker and power line training is    
required for Journey Lineworker.   

 See www.cityofsidney.org under “about us” 
for more information or contact: 

Autumn Ramirez at (308) 254-7002 or 
email cityhr@cityofsidney.org 

Positions opened until filled. EOE 

The City of Sidney is accepting applications for  

Seasonal Positions 
Are you looking for a good employment opportunity this 
summer?  We have positions available in these depts: 
Aquatic Center - Life guard or Concessions (must be 16) 
Public Works Departments (must be 18): 

Parks/Cemetery Electric 
Streets  Water/Sewer 

Golf Course 
        Maintenance (must be 18) 
        Pro Shop (must be 16) 
        Hillside Grill (must be 19) 

See www.cityofsidney.org for 
more info or contact: 

(308) 254-7002 or 
cityhr@cityofsidney.org 

 
Applications received until positions are filled. 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

The Sidney Public Library is accepting 
applications for a 

friendly, out-going, customer-service oriented 

Adult Services Librarian /
Bookmobile  

Promotes and plans programs for adult library 
patrons. Operation and scheduling of         
bookmobile. Computer proficiency skills and 
valid NE Driver’s license required.  Appr. 40 
hrs. per week and some Saturdays.   

Background check and drug 
screening required.     

 
For application, contact: 

Autumn Ramirez at              
   (308)-254-7002 or      

  cityhr@cityofsidney.org 
 

DEADLINE:  4/9/21 at 5 p.m.   

SALES ASSOCIATES WANTED
for  fast-paced retail store. 

Applicant must pass background 
check and be over 21. $11/hr.

Apply in person at either Sidney 
Git-N-Split location.

EOE

Hiring for Highway Construction 
on L17J Link-I 80: 

Great pay with bene� ts, health insurance, 
401k retirement, holidays & vacations.

Sporer Land Development, Inc. 
                       Oakley, KS.   

CDL Drivers, Roller Operators, 
Loader Operators, Water Truck Drivers

785-672-4319
www.sporerland.com

Sullivan Hills Camp, operated by Nebraska 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries is looking for cooks 
for our summer camp. Our camp is located 11 
miles north of Lodgepole and conducts week long 
camp sessions during the months of June and July. 
Ideal candidates should have basic cooking/baking 
skills, a love of children and highly organized.

To learn more or apply, please contact
Brent Thomsen at bthomsen@nlom.org.  

NOW HIRING!

POSITIONS OPEN
Plateau School District RE-5 Peetz, CO 80747

POSITIONS OPEN:
 7-12 Math Teacher (2021-22 School Year)
 7- 12 Science Teacher (2021-22 School year)

Peetz Plateau School is a high performing
small rural school with small class sizes.

QUALIFICATIONS:
Bachelor’s degree (Secondary position).

Highly qualified with CDE Endorsement

Strong knowledge of effective instructional and 
classroom management practices.

Positive attitude with friendly and open disposition.

Love of secondary students and desire to play a part 

in their development. 

Please apply at:
 www.peetzschool.org “Job Openings”
Accepting applications until April 23, 2021

Positions open:  
      7-12 Math Teacher (2021-22 School Year)
      7- 12 Science Teacher (2021-2022 School year)

Plateau School District RE-5 Peetz, CO 80747 
Peetz Plateau School is a high performing small rural school with small class sizes.
Quali�cations:
Bachelor’s degree. (Secondary position)
Highly quali�ed with CDE Endorsement
Strong knowledge of e�ective instructional and classroom management practices.
Positive attitude with friendly and open disposition.
Love of secondary students and desire to play a part in their development.

Please apply at www.peetzschool.org “Job Openings”
Accepting applications until April 23, 2021

StatewideS

 FOR ReNt
1 Bd., $525/Mo, All Utilities Paid, 
Downtown. 303-909-8849

Experienced and Friendly 
Computer and Printer 
Service! Call Dan at 308-
262-5177

SeRViCeS

FOR SaLe

For sale: Ground beef 90% 
lean, 1 pound package, 
$5.00 per pound. Can deliver 
to Sidney. Call 970-520-0139

Ask this newspaper about 
placing your employment 
ad in print and online at 

www.NEHires.com, 
or call 1-800-369-2850.

Your online source for Nebraska jobs, 
owned and operated by Nebraska’s newspapers.

NEHires.com

NEHires.com

Lincoln – The United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) has 
announced that Nebraska has been 
approved to disburse a third round of 
Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer 
(P-EBT) benefits, with the first issuance 
taking place on April 15. 

P-EBT is a program authorized by 
the Families First Coronavirus Response 
Act (FFCRA), which provides assistance 
to families of children who are eli-
gible for free or reduced-price meals 
and impacted by school closures. The 
Nebraska Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS), in partner-

ship with the Nebraska Department 
of Education (NDE), is overseeing the 
disbursement of benefits.

Five benefit issuances will be includ-
ed in the third round of P-EBT with the 
first being April 15 and the last being 
August 15. Benefit amounts will be the 
same for each month for full-time and 
part-time remote learners. Families who 
qualify for the third round of P-EBT, and 
already possess an EBT card, will have 
their benefits automatically loaded on 
to their EBT card. Families who do not 
currently possess an EBT card will have 
an all-white P-EBT card mailed to them. 
Students who were 100% remote learn-

ing will receive $116 dollars per month, 
and part-time remote learners will 
receive $62 per month. Families with 
questions about their eligibility should 
contact their school; questions about 
the P-EBT program should be directed 
to dhhs.nebraskapebt@nebraska.gov.

School districts are reporting the eli-
gibility of students to NDE. Parents may 
check the Launch Nebraska site, https://
www.launchne.com/status/, to see what 
has been reported as the classroom 
learning mode for their school. 

Only students reported eligible from 
their school district will receive P-EBT 
benefits. If a student opted for remote 

learning this school year and does not 
receive benefits, parents should contact 
the school district to clarify why their 
student did not receive benefits. If a 
student did not participate in remote 
learning during the 20/21 school year, 
they are not eligible for P-EBT benefits.

Receiving P-EBT benefits will not 
affect a family’s ability to receive other 
benefits, and benefits will be good for 
one year after receiving them. P-EBT 
benefits can be used to buy food at 
grocery stores and farmer’s markets 
that accept SNAP EBT, and to purchase 
groceries online at Amazon, Aldi and 
Walmart.

DHHS Approved to Laungh Third 
Round of Electronic Benefirs

local/classifieds



L21-147
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 

SALE 
You are hereby notified 

that the following property 
will be sold at public auction 
to the highest bidder with-
out warranty, by Benjamin 
J. Mann, Successor 
Trustee, on April 14, 2021 
at inside the east door 
of the Cheyenne County 
Courthouse, 1000 11th 
Avenue, City of Sidney, 
at 10:00 AM for the pur-
pose of foreclosing a Trust 
Deed executed by Candy L. 
Miller, as Trustor, in favor 
of Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Beneficiary, as nomi-
nee for Franklin American 
Mortgage Company, its 
successors and assigns as 
Beneficiary, and Gary D. 
Bryne, Attorney at Law as 
Trustee. The Trust Deed 
was filed for record on June 
19, 2007, as Instrument 
No. 087501, in Book 293, 
at Page 605.  The trust 
property affected is legal-
ly described as follows. 
Lot Five (5), Block Eight 
(8), Clarkson’s Addition 
to Sidney, Cheyenne 
County, Nebraska.  TAX 
# 000170060160. 
Purportedly known as 1444 
Newton Street, Sidney, NE 
69162 (the undersigned 
disclaims liability for any 
error in the address). 
Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation, 
as Trustee for the ben-
efit of the Freddie Mac 
Seasoned Loans Structured 
Transaction Trust, Series 
2019-1 is the current 
Beneficiary of the Trust 
Deed.  Record owner of the 
property as of the record-
ing of the Notice of Default 
is reported to be Candy 
L. Miller. The highest bid-
der will deposit with the 
Trustee, or the attorney for 
the Trustee, a $5,000.00 
deposit in the form of a 
bank or credit union 
cashier’s check or a bank 
official check, payable to 
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, 
P.C.  The successful bidder 
must tender the deposit at 
the sale and the balance 
of the purchase price by 
12:00 noon the following 
business day.  The balance 
must be in the form of a 
wire transfer, bank or cred-
it union’s cashier’s check, 
or bank official check pay-
able to Halliday, Watkins & 
Mann, P.C.  A bank or credit 
union cashier’s check must 
be pre-printed and clearly 
state that it is a cashier’s 
check.  A bank official check 
must be pre-printed and 
clearly state that it is an 
official check.  The require-
ment is waived when the 
Beneficiary is the highest 
bidder. Successor Trustee 
disclaims liability for any 
error in the street address 
shown herein.  Successor 
Trustee may void sale due 
to any unknown facts at 
time of sale that would 
cause the cancellation of 
the sale.  If sale is voided, 
Successor Trustee shall 
return funds to bidder, and 
the Successor Trustee and 
Beneficiary shall not be 
liable to bidder for any 
damages.  If the sale is 
set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a 
return of the deposit paid.  
The Purchaser shall have 
no further recourse against 

the Beneficiary, Trustor, 
Successor Trustee, or the 
Successor Trustee’s attor-
ney.  This is an attempt to 
foreclose a security instru-
ment and any information 
obtained will be used for 
that purpose. Dated this 18 
day of February, 2021. 

/s/ Benjamin J. Mann, 
Successor Trustee

376 East 400 South, 
Suite 300

Salt Lake City, UT 84111
Telephone:  801-355-

2886
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 

8AM-5PM (MST)
File No. NE10036

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 3,10,17,24,31, 

2021]

L21-172
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

CALL ORDER: 550
CONTRACT ID: 51634

STATE PROJECT 
NO. MISC-D5(1011) 

LOCATION: DISTRICT 5 
TREE TOPPING

IN COUNTIES: BANNER, 
BOX BUTTE, CHEYENNE, 

DAWES, DEUEL, GARDEN, 
KIMBALL, MORRILL, 
SHERIDAN, SIOUX, 

SCOTTS BLUFF
The Nebraska Department 
of Transportation will 
receive sealed bids in 
Room 104 of the Central 
Office Building at 1500 
Hwy. 2 in Lincoln, until 
1:30 PM on April 08, 2021. 
At that time the bids will 
be opened and read.
Bids will be opened and 
the bid totals will be read 
via Webex. The Webex 
information will be avail-
able on the BidX Letting 
webpage a minimum of 
2 days prior to the open-
ing, and can be found by 
selecting the applicable 
letting from: https://www.
bidx.com/ne/lettings
Plans, specifications, and 
additional letting informa-
tion may be found at the 
Nebraska Department of 
Transportation’s Web Site 
at http://dot.nebraska.
gov/business-center/busi-
ness-opp/hwy-bridge-lp/.

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 17,24,31, 2021]

L21-179
NOTICE OF 

ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given 

that Nielsen Trucking LLC 
(the “Company”) has been 
organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska. 
The designated office of 
the Company is 1206 
Sherman Street, Potter, 
NE 69156. The registered 
agent of the Company is 
USCA, Inc., 1603 Farnam 
Street, Omaha, NE, 68102. 
The general nature of 
the business will be to 
engage in the transaction 
of any or all lawful busi-
ness, for which a limited 
liability company may be 
organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska. 
The LLC was filed with the 
State of Nebraska February 
10 2021. Organizer Name: 
LegalZoom.com, Inc.

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 17,24, 31, 2021]

L21-180
NOTICE FOR BIDS

The Cheyenne County 
Board of Commissioners 
will accept sealed bids until 
8:00 AM on April 5, 2021.  
This bid is for the asphalt 
overlay of approximately 2 
miles of County Road 17A 
from the RR Bridge to CR 
32S. 

The letting of any such 
bid shall be governed and 
made in accordance with 
Chapter 23, Article 31 of the 
Nebraska Revised Statutes.  
Only sealed bids will be 
considered.  Bids may be 
hand-delivered or mailed 
to the Cheyenne County 
Clerk’s Office, Cheyenne 
County Courthouse, 1000 
10th Avenue, P.O. Box 
217, Sidney, NE 69162 
and will be opened at 
9:00 AM, on April 5, 2021 
in the Cheyenne County 
Commissioners Meeting 
Room, Cheyenne County 
Courthouse.  Envelopes 
should be marked in the 
lower left-hand corner 
with the wording, “County 
Road 17A Asphalt Overlay 
Project from RR Bridge to 
CR 32S” The County Board 
of Commissioners reserves 
the right to accept or reject 
any or all bids. 

Copies of the Contract 
Documents may be 
obtained at the office of 
M.C. Schaff & Associates 
located at 818 South 
Beltline Highway East, 
Scottsbluff, NE 69361 upon 
payment of $25.00 for 
each set, none of which 
will be refunded. 

Beth E. Fiegenschuh
Cheyenne County Clerk 

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 17,24,31, 2021]

L21-187
NOTICE OF 

ORGANIZATION OF 
CREDOS, LLC

Notice is hereby given 
that CREDOS, LLC, a 
Nebraska limited liability 
company, has been orga-
nized under the Nebraska 
Uniform Limited Liability 
Company Act.  The address 
of initial designated office 
is 1291 Clark Drive, Sidney, 
Nebraska 69162-2488. The 
name of the initial regis-
tered agent for service of 
process of the Company 
and address is Colleen 
Dorwart, 1291 Clark Drive, 
Sidney, Nebraska 69162. 
This Company was orga-
nized for the purpose of 
engaging in the transac-
tion of any lawful business 
it may engage in under 
the laws of the State of 
Nebraska and not to render 
professional services.  The 
limited liability company 
commenced on March 1, 
2021.  The affairs of the 
limited liability company 
are to be conducted by its 
Members.

Lindsay E. Pedersen, 
#24712

Lindsay E. Pedersen, 
Attorney at Law, PC, LLO

112 North Dewey 
Street, Suite B

North Platte, Nebraska 
69101

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 24,31, April 7, 

2021]

L21-188
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Lawrence H. 
Thompson, Deceased
Estate No. PR21-13

Notice is hereby given 
that, on March 17, 2021, 
in the County Court 
of Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, Gerald D. 
Thompson, whose address 
is Box 483, Bayard, 
Nebraska 69334, was 
appointed by the Court as 
Special Administrator of 
the Estate.

Creditors of this Estate 
must file their claims with 
this Court on or before May 
25, 2021, or be forever 
barred.

Lori Bartling
Clerk of the County 

Court
1000 10th Avenue
Sidney, Nebraska 69162
Steven F. Mattoon, 

NSBA No. 15110
Matzke, Mattoon, 

Martens & Strommen, 
L.L.C.

P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 

69162-0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 24,31,  April 7, 

2021]

L21-191
Notice of Organization 

WolfPack Influence, LLC a 
Nebraska Limited Liability 
Company has been orga-
nized under the laws of 
the state of Nebraska, with 
its initial designated office 
at 6211 S 53rd Street, 
#14, Lincoln, NE 68516. 
The initial agent for service 
of process of the Company 
is Registered Agents Inc, 
530 S 13th Street,STE 
100, Lincoln, NE 68508, 
the company is member 
managed. The Nature of 
the Company is Media 
Marketing, Graphic Design 
and Consulting. Perpetual 
existence of the compa-
ny commenced when the 
Certificate of Organization 
was filed with the State of 
Nebraska March 18, 2021

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 24,31, April 7, 

2021]

L21-192
NOTICE OF SALE

The following vehicle 
will be sold at Sheriff’s 
public auction on the 
front steps of the Hot 
Springs Court Courthouse, 
415 Arapahoe Street, 
Thermopolis, Wyoming, on 
Tuesday, April 13, 2021, 
at 11:a.m. This sale is to 
satisfy abandoned vehicle 
costs on the listed vehi-
cles by the unknown in the 
amount specified, plus all 
reasonable costs incurred 
for the sale of the vehicles.

Name: Smith Oil 
Field Service, Vehicle 
Descr ip t ion:  1969 
Plymouth Roadrunner, VIN 
RM21H9C299084, Amount 
$760.00

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 24,31, 2021]

L21-193
NOTICE

IN THE COUNTY COURT 
OF CHEYENNE COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Estate of Marlene M. Marx, 

Deceased
Estate No. PR20-29

 Notice is hereby 

given that a Petition 
for Determination of 
Inheritance tax, a final 
account and report of 
administration and a sepa-
rate Petition for complete 
settlement, probate of 
Will, and determination of 
heirs have been filed and 
are set for hearing in the 
County Court of Cheyenne 
County, Nebraska, located 
at Sidney, Nebraska, April 
22, 2021, at or after 9:00 
o’clock a.m. 
 Korey Wells
 Clerk of the County Court
 1000 10th Avenue
 Sidney, Nebraska 69162
 Tanya M. Martens, NSBA 
No. 24433
Matzke, Mattoon, Martens 
& Strommen, L.L.C.
P. O. Box 316
Sidney, Nebraska 69162-
0316
(308) 254-5595

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 31, April 7,14,  

2021]

L21-194
 CHEYENNE COUNTY 
COMMISSISONERS 

MEETING
CHEYENNE COUNTY 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
MEETING

MARCH 16, 2021
The Cheyenne County 

Board of Commissioners 
and Board of Equalization 
held an open and public 
meeting on Tuesday, March 
16, 2021 in the Cheyenne 
County Commissioners 
Meeting Room, Cheyenne 
County Court House, 1000 
10th Avenue, Sidney, 
Nebraska.  A notice of 
this meeting was pub-
lished in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, aired on KSID 
Radio, posted on the bul-
letin board in the County 
Court House and posted on 
the Cheyenne County web-
site.  Copies of the Agenda 
were posted on the Court 
House bulletin board and 
on the Cheyenne County 
website, transmitted to 
each Commissioner and 
kept current and available 
to the public at the County 
Clerk’s Office.  The meeting 
was postponed from the 
regularly scheduled meet-
ing on March 15, 2021 
because the Cheyenne 
County Court House was 
closed on Monday March 
15, 2021 due to inclement 
weather.  

Chairman Darrell J. 
Johnson called the meeting 
to order at 8:00 A.M., with 
the following present:    

Randal D. Miller
Commissioner of the 

First District
Darrell J. Johnson
Commissioner of the 

Second District
Philip E. Sanders
Commissioner of the 

Third District
Beth E. Fiegenschuh
County Clerk
Everyone present joined 

in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chairman Johnson 

announced a copy of the 
current Open Meetings 
Act is posted in the 
Commissioners meeting 
room.

The current Agenda was 
reviewed.  A motion was 
made by Sanders, second-
ed by Miller to approve 
the Agenda as written.  
Roll Call:  Aye:  Sanders, 
Johnson, Miller.  Nay:  
None.  

The Minutes of the meet-
ing on March 1, 2021 were 
reviewed.  A motion was 
made by Miller, seconded 
by Sanders to approve the 
Minutes as written.  Roll 
Call:  Aye:  Johnson, Miller, 
Sanders.  Nay:  None.  

Abbreviations for 
claims:  Ex (Expenses), 
Ga (Garnishment), In 
(Insurance), Mi (Mileage), 
Re (Retirement), Sa 
(Salaries), Se (Service), 
Su (Supplies), Ta (Tax), Ut 
(Utilities).

GENERAL FUND
Employee Payroll 

98,665.66-Sa; American 
Chamber of Commerce 
Resources 479.20-Ex; 
Tim Basset NRP 400.00-
Se; Best Plumbing H & C 
231.70-Se; BW Plus Grand 
Island Inn & Suites 47.50-
Ex; CenturyLink Phoenix 
563.76-Ut;-Ex; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 1,169.41-In/
Mi; Cheyenne Co Clerk 
6,823.45-Re; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 7,326.54-Ta; 
Cheyenne Co Court 471.42-
Se; Cheyenne Dist Court 
213.00-Se; Cheyenne 
Co Sheriff 834.12-Se; 
Cheyenne Co Sheriff 
30.00-Ex; Cheyenne Co 
Treas 16,167.08-Ex; City 
of Sidney 3,840.64-Ut; 
Connecting Point 114.04-
Ex; Country Printer 
60.00-Su; Cranmore 
Pest Control 50.00-Se; 
Culligan 249.70-Su; Dash 
Med Gloves 296.70-Su; 

Dept Correctional Serv 
451.75-Se; Rebecca Doby 
882.12-Se; DP Electronics 
1,867.82-Se/Su; E&S Auto 
11.97-Ex; E-470 Public 
Hwy Auth 5.00-Ex; Eakes 
1,875.71-Su/Ex; Audrey 
Elliott Law 343.00-Se; 
Steven E Elmshaeuser 
1,164.50-Se; Finneys 
808.32-Su/Ex; Frenchman 
Valley Coop 148.75-Ex; 
Government Forms & 
Sup 799.40-Su; Grainger 
755.31-Su; GreatAmerica 
Finan Serv Corp 117.18-
Ex; Heartland Juvenile Serv 
Assoc 150.00-Ex; Holyoke 
Snyder Longoria 273.00-
Se; Hometown Leasing 
468.22-Ex; Huber & Assoc 
586.00-Ex; Ideal/Bluffs 
Facility Solution 817.51-
Ex; Ron Kissler 134.41-
Se; Lincoln Co Detention 
Ctr 150.00-Se; Lincoln Co 
Sheriff 20.95-Se; MIPS 
3,320.15-Se; Motel 6 
158.97-Ex; NACO 100.00-
Ex; Laura Narjes 122.92-
Mi/Ex; NE State Library 
121.85-Ex; NebraskaLand 
T ire 556.18-Se/Ex; 
Nossaman Petitt Law Firm 
195.46-Se; Pepsi Cola 
62.80-Ex; Plummer Ins 
40.00-Ex; Prairie States 
Commun 350.00-Se; 
Quadient Finance 127.87-
Ex; Regional West Med Ctr 
951.60-Se; Paul Schaub 
82.43-Mi; Scotties Potties 
100.00-Se; Star Herald 
145.60-Ex; Secretary of 
State 30.00-Ex; Sidney 
Sun Telegraph 2,857.39-
Se; Sonnys 3,496.89-
Su; Spectrum 79.98-Se; 
Splish Splash Car Wash 
33.71-Ex; State of NE-DAS 
230.52-Se; Thomson 
Reuters 415.13-Ex; US 
Bank Assessor 23.37-Su; 
US Bank Atty 1,017.78-Su/
Ex; US Bank B&G 213.01-
Ex/Su; Western Drug  
28.56-Se; WheatBelt PPD 
154.56-Ut; WheatBelt PPD 
1,134.19-Ut; Witness Fees      
155.76-Ex; Youngs P&H 
464.40-Se. 

TOTAL:  $  166,635.92. 
ROAD FUND
Employee Payroll 

37,043.42-Sa; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 2,500.46-
Re; Cheyenne Co Clerk 
2,732.45-Ta; Floyds 
Truck Ctr 194.56-Ex; 
Frenchman Valley Coop 
12,719.56-Ex; Ideal/Bluffs 
Facility Solutions 84.62-
Su; Inland Truck Parts & 
Serv 1,340.76-Ex;  NE 
Machinery 13,137.86-Ex; 
NebraskaLand Tire 75.00-
Se; Powerplan 4,813.35-
Ex; Sidney Regional Med 
Ctr 30.00-Se; Spectrum 
84.99-Se; Timberline 
Fasteners 231.48-Ex; 
Verizon Wireless 91.95-Se; 
Village of Dalton 65.84-
Ut; Village of Lodgepole 
169.68-Ut; Village of Potter 
93.46-Ut; WheatBelt PPD 
200.62-Ut; 21st Century 
117.19-Ex.  

TOTAL:  $  75,727.25.
VISITORS FUND
Employee Payroll 

1,740.80-Sa; Business 
Farmer 1,999.00-Ex; 
Cheyenne Co Clerk    
117.50-Re; Cheyenne Co 
Clerk 130.37-Ta; City of 
Sidney 194.64-Ut; Maury 
& Diane Horst 200.00-Ex; 
Lamar 740.00-Ex; Phil 
Sanders 22.40-Mi; Sidney 
Sun Telegraph 11.41-Se; 
Viaero Wireless 107.18-Se.

TOTAL:  $  5,263.30.
V I S I T O R S 

IMPROVEMENT
DP Electronics 60.94-

Ex.
TOTAL:  $  60.94.
PRESERVATION & 

MODERNIZATION
MIPS 320.40-Se.
TOTAL:  $  320.40.
KENO
White Bluffs Vet Hosp 

100.00-Se.
TOTAL:  $  100.00.
E911 FUND
Employee Payroll 

12,518.67-Sa; Tim Bassett 
160.00-Se; CenturyLink 
1,118.08-Ut; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 845.01-Re; 
Cheyenne Co Clerk 923.56-
Ta; Culligan 29.95-Su; DP 
Electronics 160.00-Se; 
Heidi Gillespie 73.36-Mi; 
Ideal Linen 29.77-Ex; 
Lingo Commun 278.90-
Ut; Spectrum 223.39-Se; 
Stratus Audio 50.00-Se; 
US Bank 1,690.49-Su/
Ex/Mi; Viaero Wireless 
224.95-Se. 

TOTAL:  $  18,326.13.
E M E R G E N C Y 

MANAGEMENT FUND
Employee Payroll 

3,801.94-Sa; Chappell 
Regis ter 22.00-Se; 
Cheyenne Co Clerk       
256.63-Re; Cheyenne 
Co Clerk 272.58-Ta; 
DP Electronics 35.00-
Se; Finneys 154.60-
Ex; FirstNet 323.05-Se; 
Frenchman Valley Coop 
471.31-Ex; Garden Co 
News 34.00-Se; Splish 
Splash Car Wash 20.00-Ex; 

State of NE-DAS 22.00-Se; 
US Bank 17.39-Ex.  

TOTAL:  $  5,430.50.
A motion was made 

by Sanders, seconded by 
Miller to approve and pay 
all claims as stated above.  
Delinquent taxes were 
deducted where owing.  
Roll Call:  Aye:  Miller, 
Sanders, Johnson.  Nay:  
None.  

There was no corre-
spondence to review.

The Board reviewed 
Monthly Fee reports for 
the Clerk, Treasurer, Clerk 
of the District Court and 
Highway Superintendent 
for the month of February 
and for the Sheriff for the 
month of January.  A motion 
was made by Sanders, sec-
onded by Miller to approve 
the Monthly Fee Reports.  
Roll Call:  Aye:  Sanders, 
Johnson, Miller.  Nay:  
None.  

Liz Borgman, Youth 
Services Coordinator, 
addressed the Board 
regarding a Memorandum 
of Understanding between 
Cheyenne County and 
Sidney Public Schools.  Both 
parties to the Memorandum 
of Understanding agree to 
form a coalition to pro-
vide school based mental 
health services for youth 
ages 11-18 and their fami-
lies who are at risk for 
mental health and behav-
ioral health challenges.  
The County will apply for 
grants and administer the 
funds as they are received 
and disbursed.  A motion-
was made by Sanders, 
seconded by Miller to 
approve the Memorandum 
of Understanding as pre-
sented.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Johnson, Miller, Sanders.  
Nay:  None. 

Kevin Howard, Tourism 
Director, presented a Sign 
Lease between Cheyenne 
County as Renter and 
Maury D. and Diane B. 
Horst as Landowner.  The 
purpose of the Sign Lease 
is to erect and maintain a 
highway sign for Cheyenne 
County Tourism on land 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Horst.  The Sign Lease 
is effective on January 1, 
2021 and will automatically 
renew for consecutive one-
year periods.  The amount 
of the rent is $200.00 
annually.  A motion was 
made by Sanders, second-
ed by Miller to approve the 
Sign Lease with Maury D. 
and Diane B. Horst.  Roll 
Call:  Aye:  Miller, Sanders, 
Johnson.  Nay:  None.  

Cheyenne County 
Treasurer Shelley Bowlin 
gave a report on the tax 
sale held March 1st.  There 
were 302 parcels offered 
for sale.  There was a total 
of $125,480.50 collected 
which includes interest, 
advertising and fees.  A 
motion was made by Miller, 
seconded by Sanders to 
accept the Report as pre-
sented.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Sanders, Johnson, Miller.  
Nay:  None.  

Jason Juracek rep-
resenting the Sidney 
Shooting Park, Inc., 
appeared to request the 
issuance of a Special 
Designated Liquor License 
for the annual banquet to 
be held on April 10, 2021 
at the Cheyenne County 
Fairgrounds.  A motion 
was made by Sanders, 
seconded by Miller to 
approve the issuance of the 
Special Designated Liquor 
License to the Sidney 
Shooting Park, Inc., as 
requested.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Johnson, Miller, Sanders.  
Nay:  None.  Cheyenne 
County Clerk Beth 
Fiegenschuh presented 
Resolution 2021–4 regard-
ing the 2910 Cheyenne 
County Emergency 
Communications Center 
Fund and the 2913 Wireless 
Surcharge Fund.  The Public 
Service Commission allows 
for specific expenditures 
to be reimbursed from 
wireless surcharge funds.  
Personnel costs attribut-
able to the Communications 
Center is one of the allow-
able expenses.  The per-
sonnel costs must first 
be expended from the 
2910 Communications 
Center Fund and then 
reimbursed by the 2913 
Wireless Surcharge Fund.  
There has been a total of 
$26,116.80 expended from 
the 2910 Communications 
Center Fund for personnel 
expenses.  This amount 
needs to be transferred 
from the 2913 Wireless 
Surcharge Fund to the 
2910 Communications 
Center Fund.  A motion 
was made by Miller, sec-
onded by Sanders to adopt 
Resolution 2021-4 autho-
rizing the Cheyenne
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County Treasurer 
to transfer the sum of 
$26,116.80 from the 2913 
Wireless Surcharge Fund to 
the 2910 Communications 
Center Fund as above 
described.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Miller, Sanders, Johnson.  
Nay:  None.  A complete 
copy of the Resolution as 
adopted is on file at the 
Office of the County Clerk.  

Next, the Board dis-
cussed the Weed Contract 
with C-Weed Management 
LLC %Cris Burks.  Ms. 
Burks, Cheyenne County 
Weed Superintendent, 
appeared telephonically.  
The term of the Contract 
is March 15, 2021 through 
March 15, 2022 and is in the 
amount of $58,760 annu-
ally.  After a discussion, a 
motion was made by Miller, 
seconded by Sanders to 
approve the Weed Contract 
between Cheyenne County 
and C-Weed Management 
LLC as above described.  
Roll Call:  Aye:  Sanders, 
Johnson, Miller.  Nay:  
None.  

The next item to be dis-
cussed was the location of 
the Region 21 Emergency 
Management of f ice.  
Building and Grounds 
Superintendent Tom Payne 
and Region 21 Emergency 
Manager Ron Leal were 
present.  The Region 21 
Emergency Management 
office is currently located 
in the Cheyenne County 
Court House.  It was pro-
posed that the office be 
moved from the Court 
House to the County build-
ing at 1124 Grant Street 
which previously housed 
the Cheyenne County Weed 
Department office.  Region 
21 is made up of Cheyenne, 
Kimball, Deuel, Garden and 
Morrill Counties.  It was 
the consensus that all five 
counties share in the cost 
of the utilities at the new 
office.  A motion was made 
by Sanders, seconded 
by Miller to approve the 
move of the Region 21 
Emergency Management 
office from the Cheyenne 
County Court House to 
1124 Grant Street, the 
former Weed Department 
office building.  Roll Call:  
Aye:  Johnson, Miller, 
Sanders.  Nay:  None.  

At 9:00 A.M., a motion 
was made by Sanders, sec-
onded by Miller to recess 
the Board of Commissioners 
and reconvene as the 
Board of Equalization.  Roll 
Call:  Aye:  Miller, Sanders, 
Johnson.  Nay:  None.  

Cheyenne County 
Deputy Assessor Jordan 
Hajek presented a Tax 
List Correction for Barbara 
K. Schlieker regarding a 
homestead exemption for 
the tax year 2018.  The 
Proper ty Assessment 
Division of the State 
Department of Revenue 
reviewed the income 
for Ms. Schlieker and as 
a result, the homestead 
exemption originally at 
100% was lowered to 0%.  
A motion was made by 
Miller, seconded by Sanders 
to approve the Tax List 
Correction as presented.  
Roll Call:  Aye:  Sanders, 
Miller.  Nay:  Johnson.  l

At 9:05 A.M., a motioned 
by Sanders to adjourn the 
Board of Equalization and 
reconvene as the Board 
of Commissioners.  Roll 
Call:  Aye:  Johnson, Miller, 
Sanders.  Nay:  None.  

Highway Superintendent 
Doug Hart submitted a 
quote for the purchase 
of a backhoe.  Larry 
Burbach and Tom Johnson 
from Nebraska Machinery 
Company were pres-
ent.  The backhoe is a 
2011 Caterpillar 420EIT 
with 5100 hours.  The 
price of the equipment is 
$35,000.00.  A motion was 
made by Miller, second-
ed by Sanders to approve 
the purchase of the 2011 
Caterpillar backhoe as 
described.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Miller, Sanders, Johnson.  
Nay:  None.  

It was necessary that 
the Board set a date for 
the opening of sealed bids 
for the C17-192 Road 17A 
road project.  April 5, 2021 
at 9:00 was set for the 
bid opening.  A motion 
was made by Miller, sec-
onded by Sanders to set 
the date for the opening 
of bids for the above proj-
ect for April 5, 2021 at 
9:00 A.M.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Sanders, Johnson, Miller.  
Nay:  None.  

Highway Superintendent 
Hart updated the Board on 
road activities. 

At 9:20 A.M., a motion 
was made by Miller, sec-
onded by Sanders to enter 
executive session to dis-
cuss personnel.  Roll Call:  
Aye:  Johnson, Miller, 

Sanders.  Nay:  None.  
9:40 A.M., a motion 

was made by Miller, sec-
onded by Sanders to exit 
executive session.  Roll 
Call:  Aye:  Miller, Sanders, 
Johnson.  Nay:  None.  

There were no com-
ments from the public.

There being no further 
business to come before 
the Board, Chairman 
Johnson declared the 
meeting adjourned at 9:45 
A.M.

Dated this 16th day of 
March 2021.

Darrell J. Johnson, 
Chairman

Philip E. Sanders, Vice-
Chairman

Randal D. Miller, Member
ATTEST:
Beth E. Fiegenschuh, 

Cheyenne County Clerk
[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 31, 2021]

L21-195
CHEYENNE 

COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS

CHEYENNE COUNTY 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

Notice is hereby 
given that an open and 
public meeting of the 
Cheyenne County Board 
of Commissioners and the 
Cheyenne County Board of 
Equalization will be held at 
8:00 A.M. on Monday, April 
5, 2021 in the Cheyenne 
County Commissioners 
Meeting Room, Cheyenne 
County Court House, 1000 
10th Avenue, Sidney, 
Nebraska.  

An agenda for such 
meeting will be kept cur-
rent and available to the 
public during normal busi-
ness hours at the Cheyenne 
County Clerk’s Office and 
may be modified at such 
meeting to include items of 
an emergency nature pur-
suant to Section 84-1411 
of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.  

Beth E. Fiegenschuh
Cheyenne County Clerk

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 31, 2021]

L21-196
NOTICE OF MEETING
CHEYENNE COUNTY 
VISITORS COMMITTEE
Notice is hereby given 

that an open and public 
meeting of the Cheyenne 
County Visitors Committee 
will be held on Wednesday, 
April 7, 2021. The meet-
ing is held at 4:30 P.M. 
in the Cheyenne County 
Visitors Center, 658 Glover 
Road, Sidney Nebraska.  
An agenda for such meet-
ing will be kept current 
and available to the pub-
lic during normal business 
hours at the Cheyenne 
County Clerk’s Office and 
may be modified at such 
meeting to include items of 
an emergency nature pur-
suant to Section 84-1411 
of the Nebraska Revised 
Statutes.

Kevin Howard
S i d n e y / C h e y e n n e 

County Tourism Director
[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 31, 2021]

L21-197
Board of Education 
Regular Meeting
March 19, 2021

Library at Potter Site
Attendance Taken 

at 7:00 p.m.
Present Board Members:
Tim Maas
Royce McConnell
Joe Nicklas
Linda Shoemaker  

Arrived at 7:10 p.m.
Trustin Vrtatko
Absent Board Member:
Keri Mendoza
President Tim Maas 

excused Keri Mendoza from 
the March 19, 2021 regular 
Board of Education meet-
ing with a motion by Royce 
McConnell and a second by 
Linda Shoemaker.

Visitors:
Beth Bogert, Daria 

Anderson-Faden, Annette 
McConnell, Ryan McConnell, 
Chari Mohr

President Tim Maas 
called the March 19, 2021 
regular Board of Education 
meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.  Meeting notices were 
published in the Omaha 
World Herald, the Western 
Nebraska Observer in 
Potter, and in Dix. Following 
are the meeting items on 
which the board voted. 

Motion Passed 4-0: To 
approve the March 19, 
2021 regular Board of 
Education meeting agenda 
as presented with a motion 
by Joe Nicklas and a sec-
ond by Trustin Vrtatko.

Motion Passed 4-0: 
To approve the February 
11, 2021 regular Board 
meeting minutes and the 
February 26, 2021 retreat 
minutes as presented with 
a motion by Trustin Vrtatko 
and a second by Royce 
McConnell.

Motion Passed 4-0: To 
approve the March 19, 
2021 monthly claims for the 
General and Lunch Funds 
as presented with a motion 
by Royce McConnell and a 
second by Joe Nicklas.

Motion Passed 4-0: To 
approve the March 19, 
2021 financial reports for 
all funds as presented  with 
a motion by Joe Nicklas 
and a second by Royce 
McConnell.

Motion Passed 4-0: To 
recognize the Elementary 
Students of the Month 

K - Kamden Monheiser 
1 - Shaylen Hottell 
2 - Cienna Tabor
3 - Abby Dana 
4 - Will Dana 
5 - Aliey LaBeau 
6 - Jacob Chavez with a 

motion by Trustin Vrtatko 
and a second by Joe 
Nicklas.

Motion Passed 5-0: To 
approve policy 6017 as 
presented and amend-
ed with a motion by Joe 
Nicklas and a second by 
Linda Shoemaker.

Motion Tabled: To 
Refinish the Gym Floor.

Motion Tabled: To 
Participate in the CJUMP 
Natural Gas Program.

Motion Passed 5-0: To 
approve the purchase of 
the Arc light CNC plasma 
table with school paying 
50% and FFA paying 50%. 
Making sure people are 
trained to run it with a 
motion by Trustin Vrtatko 
and a second by Tim Maas.

President Tim Maas 
adjourned the regular 
Board of Education meet-
ing at 9:24 p.m. and set 
the next regular Board 
of Education meeting for 
Monday April 12, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Potter 
Site.

Claims paid are public 
record and can be viewed 
at either site Administrative 
offices. Locations are 303 
Walnut St. Potter and 304 
Horrum St. Dix.

Minutes of the meeting 
in their entirety can be 
viewed at www.pdcoyotes.
org. 

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 31, 2021]

L21-198
NOTICE OF BOARD 

MEETING
The Potter-Dix Public 

Schools Board of Education 
will hold a regular meeting 
@ 7:00 p.m. on Monday 
April 12, 2021, in the 
Library at the Potter site. 
An updated agenda will be 
kept current in the office 
of the superintendent. 
Adam Patrick
Superintendent

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 31, April 7, 2021]

L21-199
SECTION  002000
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids will be 

received at the City of 
Sidney Board Room, 
1115 13th Ave., Sidney, 
Nebraska, until 10:00 a.m. 
MST on the 20th day of 
April, 2021, for the Interior 
Building Renovation for 
Sidney Elks Lodge, Sidney, 
NE. All bids, properly 
received, will be opened at 
that time in an open and 
public letting.  The owner 
will review all bids with the 
architect with the intent of 
awarding a contract for all 
construction to the lowest 
responsible bidder.

One proposal shall be 
accepted for all general 
construction work involved, 
(including, but not limited 
to, all civil, structural, or 
associated mechanical and 
electrical construction) will 
be accepted.  

Digital Plans and speci-
fications for the above con-
struction may be obtained 
after March 29th, by con-
tacting A&D Technical Plan 
Services, (1-800-228-
2753).  Each bidder will be 
required to furnish a certi-
fied check, cashier’s check 
or bid bond in an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) 
of their total bid.  The 
owner reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids or 
to accept any bid consid-
ered most advantageous 
to them.

By: City Council
City of Sidney

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 31, April 7, 14, 

2021]

L21-200
Sidney, Nebraska, March 
9, 2021 A Fair Housing 

City
A meeting of the Mayor 

and Council of the City 
of Sidney, Nebraska, was 
convened in open and pub-
lic session at 6:15 P.M. 
on March 9, 2021 in the 
Council Room.  Present 
in person were: Mayor 
Gallaway and Council 
Members: Ar terburn, 

Sherman, Radcliffe and 
Olsen. Others present: 
City Manager Scott, City 
Attorney Leef and City 
Clerk Heilbrun.  Notice of 
the meeting was given in 
advance thereof by publi-
cation in The Sidney Sun 
Telegraph, the designated 
method for giving notice, 
a copy of the proof of pub-
lication being attached to 
these minutes.  Advance 
notice of the meeting was 
also given to the members 
of the City Council and a 
copy of their acknowledg-
ment of receipt of notice is 
attached to these minutes.  
Availability of the agenda 
was communicated in the 
advance notice and in the 
notice to the City Council.  
All proceedings shown 
hereafter were taken while 
the convened meeting was 
open to the attendance of 
the public.  
 Mayor Gallaway noted 
that Governor Ricketts 
Executive Order  No. 20-36 
allows governing bodies to 
meet by electronic commu-
nications from December 
1, 2020 through April 30, 
2021, as long as such 
meeting access is avail-
able to members of the 
public and members of the 
media.

Mayor Gallaway 
informed the public of the 
location of the posted Open 
Meetings Act.

Ar terburn moved, 
Sherman seconded 
“That the minutes of the 
February 23, 2021 meeting 
be approved as printed.  
Roll call vote: Yeas: All 
council members present.  

Mayor Gallaway 
announced that a public 
hearing would now be held 
at 6:16 p.m. regarding 
the Retail Class I Liquor 
License Application of  
Beans & Steams Coffee 
House, LLC, located 
at 610 Glover Rd. Suite 
#10, Sidney, and Manager 
Application of Patrick J. 
Keane; and RESOLUTION 
NO. 20210301 making a 
recommendation to the 
Nebraska Liquor Control 
Commission.

Patrick Keane stat-
ed that the original plan 
for “Beans and Steams” 
included the sale of high-
end wines and craft beers.  
When COVID restrictions 
went into effect they decid-
ed to wait on this aspect 
of the business as they 
were unable to have public 
inside the premises.  He 
noted that there would not 
be a “bar” in the establish-
ment and that the hours 
would only be extended to 
6:00 or 7:00 p.m. depend-
ing on customer feedback.  
Their intent is to provide 
a quiet place for people to 
gather and enjoy a bever-
age.     

There were no public 
comments regarding the 
application and the Chief 
of Police had no objections 
to the request.

Mayor Gallaway closed 
the public hearing at 6:18 
p.m., and asked for a 
motion on the request.

Radcli f fe moved, 
Arterburn seconded “That 
Resolution No. 20210301 
be approved.” Roll call 
vote:  Yeas:  All council 
members present.

RESOLUTION NO 
20210301

BE IT RESOLVED BY 
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SIDNEY, 
NEBRASKA AS FOLLOWS:

That the Mayor and 
Council of the City of 
Sidney, Nebraska hereby 
recommends approval of 
the Retail Class “I” Liquor 
License Application of 
Beans & Steams Coffee 
House, LLC, located at 
610 Glover Rd. Suite #10, 
Sidney, Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska; and

That the Manager 
Application of Patrick J. 
Keane, for Beans & Steams 
Coffee House, LLC,  located 
at 610 Glover Rd. Suite 
#10, Sidney, Cheyenne 
County, Nebraska, be 
approved; and  

That the Nebraska 
Liquor Control Commission 
be notified of said recom-
mendation.

Mayor Gallaway 
announced that the 
Council would now con-
sider the Manager 
Application of Angelica 
Carrillo for Margaritas 
Family Mexican Restaurant, 
3070 Silverberg Drive, 
Sidney, Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska; and Resolution 
No. 20210302 making a 
recommendation to the 
Nebraska Liquor Control 
Commission re: same.

Ms. Carrillo was unable 
to attend the meeting.

There being no ques-
tions or comments, Mayor 

Gallaway asked for a motion 
to approve Resolution 
20210302 re:  the Manager 
Application of Angelica 
Carrillo for Margaritas 
Family Mexican Restaurant, 
3070 Silverberg Drive, 
Sidney, Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska.

Sherman moved, 
Radcliffe seconded “That 
Resolution No. 20210302 
be passed and adopted.”  
Roll call vote:  Yeas:  All 
council members present.

RESOLUTION NO 
20210302

BE IT RESOLVED BY 
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF SIDNEY, 
NEBRASKA AS FOLLOWS:

That the Mayor and 
Council of the City of 
Sidney, Nebraska hereby 
recommends approval 
of the manager applica-
tion of Angelica Carrillo 
for Margaritas Family 
Mexican Restaurant, 3070 
Silverberg Dr. Unit A, 
Sidney, Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska; and

That the Nebraska 
Liquor Control Commission 
be notified of said recom-
mendation.

C i t y  S t r e e t 
Superintendent Hank 
Radtke presented the 
bids for Crack Sealing as 
received on February 24, 
2021 as follows:  Hein 
Construction Co., Fairbury, 
NE $.26 per lineal foot, 
and Bader’s Hwy & Street 
Maint., Norfolk, NE $.39 
per lineal foot. He noted 
that Hein had performed 
this service last year at 
the same cost/lineal foot. 
It was his recommendation 
that the bid be awarded 
to the low bidder, Hein 
Construction.

Olsen moved, Sherman 
seconded “That the bid for 
Crack Sealing be awarded 
to Hein Construction Co. 
in the amount of $.26 per 
lineal foot.”  Roll call vote:  
Yeas:  All Council members 
present.

C i t y  Pa r k s 
Super intendent Tom 
VonSeggern presented a 
proposal from the parent 
group, Sidney’s Mothers of 
Preschoolers (MOPS) for 
the installation of a “Free 
Little Library” structure 
which would be located 
between the playground 
and the pond in Legion 
Park. The books would be 
donated and available for 
anyone to read in the park 
or take home.  Reading 
material would range from 
children to adult books. He 
explained that the MOPS 
Group would sponsor the 
project, paying for mate-
rials and construction 
costs.  The Parks Dept. will 
have labor and time spent 
installing the Library Box, 
but no ongoing costs after 
the installation.  Bridgett 
Godding was present on 
behalf of MOPS stating that 
the group has one “Free 
Little Library” planned for 
this year, but hopes to 
have more in the future.

Olsen moved, Radcliffe 
seconded “That the request 
for a “Free Little Library” 
in Sidney’s Legion Park be 
approved.”  Roll call vote:  
Yeas:  All council members 
present.

C i t y  S t r e e t 
Superintendent Hank 
Radtke presented alterna-
tives for the Fort Sidney Rd 
and Pole Creek Crossing 
Intersection.  He noted 
that after a study was per-
formed by M.C. Schaff & 
Associates it was deter-
mined that a traffic light or 
four-way stop signs were 
not warranted.   

He proposed the instal-
lation of new stop signs 
and posts equipped with 
flashing beacons on both 
Pole Creek Crossing and 
Fort Sidney Road which he 
felt may help get driver’s 
attention.  The costs for 
electric powered beacons 
and poles were estimated 
at approximately $5,300 
vs. solar powered at 
approximately $10,950.00.   

Mayor Gallaway 
suggested painting the 
crosswalks to make them 
more visible to traffic first 
before spending the money 
on beacons.   It was the 
consensus of Council and 
Staff to try this option as 
the cost for paint would be 
minimal.  

City Manager Scott 
presented costs for red 
stamped brick in the Link 
17J project medians as 
requested by the Mayor.  
The additional cost for this 
would be $141,155.10.  The 
annual maintenance costs 
for the enhanced median 
would be around $30,000 
every two years for power 
washing and sealing. He 
pointed out that if the City 
decided to do this, the total 

cost would be the City’s 
responsibility, adding to 
their share of the L17J 
paving project.

Scott went on to explain 
that the State is requir-
ing the City to pay 20% 
of the Link 17J project 
coming into town at about 
$2,500,000.00. He further 
explained that the only way 
to pay for this is to use 
about 20-25% of our street 
allocation funding, and the 
only way to make up that 
loss is to raise the General 
funds levy.  The Governor’s 
proposed legislative bill, 
LB408, would cap growth 
in the General Fund mil 
levy at 3%, which would 
make this an issue for the 
City.   Scott noted that he 
is pushing for an exemp-
tion that would make State 
and Federal mandated 
matches exempt from this.  
He noted that the League 
is also opposed to this leg-
islation and is working to 
defeat the bill. He encour-
aged everyone to reach 
out to Senator Erdman to 
vote to request the above 
exception to the bill.

Mayor Gallaway gave 
examples of other cit-
ies and towns that have 
used stamped concrete 
and other enhancements 
to draw travel into their 
communities.  He felt that 
adding the stamped con-
crete to L17J would pull 
travel into the downtown 
corridor and would be an 
asset to promote business, 
from the Industrial Park all 
the way down main street 
and beyond. Councilmen 
Arterburn, Olsen and 
Radcliffe questioned the 
expense vs. necessity.  

After discussion it was 
the consensus of the 
Council that the item be 
tabled and an item be 
added to the March 23rd 
agenda seeking Public 
Input re: the L17J Project 
Medians.  The media was 
asked for help in getting 
the word out to the public 
regarding this. 

Sherman moved, 
Radcliffe seconded “That 
the following claims for 
February 2021, are here-
by approved and should 
be paid as provided  by 
law out of  the respective 
funds in the city treasury.” 
Roll call vote:  Yeas:  All 
council members present. 
(Abbreviation for claims: 
bd bond, ct contract, du 
dues, eq equipment, ex 
expenses, in insurance, re 
reimbursements, sa sala-
ries, se service, su supplies, 
tt travel/training, tx tax, ut 
utilities) 21st Century eq 
3523.19, 118.45, 20.52, 
19.79, 38.63; Accelerated 
Receivables se 631.86; 
ALSCO su 90.00; American 
Environmental se 9377.00; 
B & C Steel Corporation 
su 57.85; Baker & Taylor 
su 1185.60, 11.85; Barker 
Cleaners se 30.00; Black 
Hills ut 2755.06, 416.70, 
2957.78, 33.97, 870.45, 
208.35, 208.34; BOKF ct 
9231.04; Bomgaars su 
228.42, 469.99, 175.36, 
421.73; Borchert, Lori re 
24.19; Brenntag Great 
Lakes LLC se 3818.77; 
Cardmember Service 
su 5653.02, 1402.38, 
1539.63, 335.00, 
1918.58, 84.59;  Caselle 
su 1644.00; CGI Fence 
se 4519.00; Charter se 
209.96, 329.02, 99.98; 
Cheyenne Co Chamber 
se 6250.00;  Cheyenne 
Co Community Center ct  
9000.00; Cheyenne Co 
Court se 34.00; Cheyenne 
Co Emergency Comm Cntr 
36034.86;  City of Sidney bd 
ex re 1239.30, 11000.00, 
28000.00, 12400.00, 
7000.00, bd 14333.33, 
16416.67 ex 3087.50, re 
1000.00 se 79.02, 71.18, 
sa 5995.93, 677002.91, 
846.15, 960.66, 496.76, 
556.42, 92898.70, 
104884.40, 13029.24, 
10235.39, 15576.39, 
15493.14, 20262.30, 
20792.48, 9838.46, 
9861.59, 9162.11, 
9080.34, 8867.23, 
14028.04, 2698.97, 
15054.92, 4595.13, 
6905.02 re 173.10, 
ut 2420.89, 2542.74, 
20.30, 185.69, 1257.22, 
86.47, 1596.55, 7138.90, 
2430.41, 11734.68, 
137.95; Companion se 
1617.60, 32.25; Container 
Components Inc su 586.83; 
Country Printer se 115.00, 
310.00; Cranmore Pest se
90.00; Culligan se 29.95, 
10.00, 29.95; Darin’s Auto 
Repair se 196.93; Day & 
Night Plumbing se 70.36; 
Deaver Tire se 35.00, 
45.00, 45.69; Design 
Solutions se 20500.00; 
DHHS Licensure Unit se 
80.00; DP Electronics
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su 49.99, 199.36, 3.99, 

40.00, 67.92, 4042.67, 
34.99:  Dynamic Brands su 
804.11; E&S Auto su 804.11, 
360.50,1016.43, 152.16, 
1.04, 31.56; Eakes su 713.29, 
447.37, 185.47, 128.44; Easy 
Kleen se 3775.00; Elan Visa 
su 31.21, 428.90, 10.98, 
470.84 Electric Reliability 
Services se 8878.00; Elliott 
Equipment eq 368.16; Enviro 
se 160.00, 40.00; Fastenal 
su 57.84; Finney’s su 992.57, 
94.49, 442.66, 65.14;  
Floyd’s Truck eq 11640.73, 
564.40; Frenchman Valley 
su 3756.05, 24.50, 659.28, 
1844.18, 7024.94, 840.48, 
429.90, 578.47; Fyr Tek 
su 57.67; Gallaway, Roger 
re 389.76; General Traffic 
Control su 480.00; Grabill, 
Jordan re 813.53; Grainger 
su 120.12; Grimms Pump & 
Industry Supply su 533.14; 
Guideposts su 31.90, 7.98;  
Hamilton se 178.70, 49.95, 
49.95; Henderson Products 
su 203.50; Holmes, Jim re 
63.50; Hometown Leasing 

ct 159.98; Ideal se 129.12; 
Journal Office Supply su 
40.00; Kevin’s Electric su 
73.11; Know Buddy Resources 
su 155.70;  LL Johnson su 
422.90; Landis & Gyr ct 
750.00; Leal, Ron ct 450.00; 
Leaf Law se 5000.00; Logan 
Contractors Supply su 872.75; 
MacQueen Equipment su 
354.06, 201.74; Mayson 
Rowan re 268.34; MC Schaff 
se 19335.25, 5674.50; 
Midwest Connect su 1181.00; 
Midwest Laboratories se 
715.00; Municipal Chemical 
Supply su 6010.00; Municipal 
Energy ut 450964.73; 
Municipal Supply su 5488.59; 
Munimetrix su 39.99; 
Murphy Tractor & Equip su 
1790.92; Napa Auto Parts 
su 21.97; NE Diplomats se 
350.00; NE Law Enforcement 
Training Center tt 460.00; NE 
Municipal Clerks Association 
tt 45.00; NE Municipal Power 
Pool se 2695.00; NE Rural 
Water du 75.00; NT&T se 
1632.41, 154.37, 260.92, 
334.54, 59.55, 92.06; NE 

Dept of Revenue tx 63060.76; 
Nebraska Tech & Tele ut 
192.16; Norgard, Melissa 
re 300.00; One Call se 
14.80, 14.80; OPTK Network 
se 36.00; Palmer, Mike re 
3400.00; Paytech Fees se 
39.58; Perfection Door se 
124.10, 523.74; Pinnacle 
Sewer & Drain se 559.32; 
Pins & Needles Embroidery 
se 35.00; Plummer Insurance 
se 486.00; Quill su 784.66;  
Rood’s se 17.00, 30.00, 
726.08; Sandberg Implement 
se 540.67, 150.17; Scotties 
Potties su 560.00; Segelke 
Janitorial se 780.00; Sewer 
Equipment eq 1913.21; Shirt 
Tales su 330.00; Sidney Glass 
se 57.75; SRMC se 462.00; 
Sidney Sun Telegraph se 7.00, 
581.24, 10.31, 15.09; Sonny’s 
Super Foods su 5.09;  Splish 
Splash se 180.45; Stephanie 
Mika re 7.96;  Stone, Eloise 
rt 400.00; Superior Outdoor 
Power su 1865.68;  T&L 
Cleaning se 275.00; Talich, 
Joe re 63.50; Titleist su 234.97, 
450.71; Tour Edge su 648.74;  

Triple O’s su 277.02, 5.58, 
12.44; US Postal se 3000.00, 
5000.00, 3000.00, 3000.00; 
USA Bluebook su 132.72; 
USGA du 150.00; Verizon 
ut 40.01, 1180.73, 759.43, 
65.06, 41.12, 128.36, 41.12, 
82.24; Wesco su 1650.28; 
Western United Elec Supply 
su 29569.28; Wheatbelt 
ut 9790.69; Whitebluffs ct  
540.00; Woodis Welding 
se 90.00; WPCI su 28.00; 
Wyoming first Aid su 144.12, 
64.40, 50.53, 144.58, 52.29. 

Finance Director Lane 
Kizzire presented the Budget 
Reports for February, 2021 
for all City Departments.  
Radcliffe moved, Sherman 
seconded “That the Budget 
Reports for February, 2021 
for all City Departments be 
approved.”  Roll call vote:  
Yeas:  All council members 
present.

City Manager/Staff 
Report: City Manager Scott 
1) reported that the City has 
received the deed for the 
Dorwart land, and that clean-

up and mowing will begin 
when weather allows; 2) 
He is still planning to go to 
Lincoln to review the Sales 
Tax Refund issue, noting that 
there is no statute of limita-
tions on this. He will make the 
trip in the near future when 
weather allows; 3) The City 
has had good response to 
the lawn waste pickup pro-
gram.  250 containers were 
ordered. The pink containers 
will be picked up once a week 
on Wednesday for a cost of 
$16/month.  Residents may 
sign up for the service at City 
Hall; Water Supt. Rob Kuhns 
reported that they are in the 
second week of a SCADA 
upgrade, which is going well

City Council comments: 
Councilman Arterburn 
asked City Attorney to 
review the ramifications 
of  the Council mem-
bers participation at the 
State Legislative hear-
ing re: the Game & Parks 
Commission’s proposed 
move to Sidney.  City 

Attorney Leef  stated that if 
the State decides to enter 
into an agreement with the 
City there is an issue as a 
contract would need to be 
voted on by the Council. 
She noted that if this hap-
pens the City would need 
to talk to the League as 
to what procedure to fol-
low;  2) He congratulated 
the girls basketball team 
on their trip to the State 
tournament.   Councilman 
Sherman thanked the City 
workers in advance as they 
prepare for the upcoming 
snow event.

Meeting adjourned 
at 7:57 p.m.

s/ROGER GALLAWAY, 
MAYOR

ATTEST: /s/CYNTHIA K 
HEILBRUN, CITY CLERK

[Published in the Sidney Sun-
Telegraph, March 31, 2021]

The Nebraska Legislature 
is halfway through its 2021 
session. Senators are working 
on passing a budget that 
controls spending and delivers 
on Nebraskans’ top priority 
— property tax relief. The 
Unicameral is also working 
to achieve other important 
objectives like providing 
veterans tax relief, replacing 
the crumbling Nebraska State 
Penitentiary, and expanding 
our state’s broadband 
infrastructure.

At this halfway point in the legislative 
session, Senators are sorting the 
worthwhile bills from the unnecessary 
ones. It’s just as important for them to 
stop bad legislation as to enact good laws. 
There are a number of proposals that are 
pending about which I have concerns. In 
this column, I’ll share some information 
about three of the proposals that I am 
opposing this session.

LB 147 (Bailouts for Omaha Public 
School Pensions). This legislation 
would entangle the State of Nebraska 
in the administration of the Omaha 
Public Schools (OPS) pension fund. 
The OPS pension fund is a mess. It 
faces a $848 million shortfall due to 
the mismanagement of the trustees 
appointed by the school district to 
oversee the Omaha School Employees 

Retirement System (OSERS).
The State of Nebraska 

has stepped in to set the 
investment strategy for the 
OPS pension system. This 
is wise, so that the system 
doesn’t make bad investment 
decisions again. LB 147, 
however, would take the 
next step of making state 
government responsible for 
managing the day-to-day 
affairs of the OPS pension, 

including disbursing pension 
funds. This would put the State on a 
slippery slope toward taking on the huge 
financial liability resulting from the 
pension fund’s poor investments.

Nebraskans value local control of basic 
government services. Our communities 
take pride in managing their own affairs. 
This control comes with responsibility. 
When local political subdivisions make 
bad decisions, it’s their duty to assume 
responsibility for the consequences and 
work to set things right. In the case of 
the OPS pension fund, bad investment 
decisions led to huge losses. The Omaha 
World-Herald reports that over 20 
percent of the funds “remain locked into 
those poor investments by contract.”

A State takeover of administering the 
day-to-day affairs of the fund is a step 
towards exposing state taxpayers to 
liability for bad decisions made by the 

OSERS trustees. Senators should oppose 
passing a law that could eventually lead 
the State to inherit the financial problem. 
After OPS finishes shoring up their 
pension fund, we can revisit whether the 
State should play a role in managing it 
for them.

LB 298 (Benefits for Illegal 
Immigrants). This bill would grant 
unemployment benefits to certain 
categories of illegal immigrants living in 
Nebraska. This would weaken existing 
state law that forbids spending taxpayer 
money to give unemployment benefits 
to people illegally residing in our state. 
The current crisis at our nation’s border 
with Mexico shows the consequences 
of watering down immigration laws. 
Nebraska shouldn’t follow suit.

Nebraska was built by pioneers 
in search of opportunities. We have 
welcoming communities, and we’re 
creating great jobs for families looking 
to make a new start. Our respect for law 
and order is one of the things that makes 
the Good Life the best place in the world 
to live, work, and raise a family. I oppose 
any attempt by the Nebraska Legislature 
to sidestep our nation’s immigration 
laws.

LB 561 (Expanded Gambling). 
This proposal is being presented as a 
bill that would implement voters’ 2020 
decision to legalize casino gambling in 
Nebraska. However, it’s actually an 

attempt to expand gambling beyond the 
scope approved by voters last fall. Among 
other things, LB 561 would authorize 
electronic keno in addition to what voters 
approved just last year. This portion of 
the bill was not introduced transparently. 
It was added as an amendment through 
a committee executive session without 
being previously discussed in a legislative 
hearing. Just a few years ago, in 2017, 
Senators fully debated a bill to authorize 
electronic keno and rejected it by a solid 
majority.

Nebraskans voted to allow for 
casino-style gambling at racetracks in 
Nebraska. The focus right now should 
be on implementing this ballot petition. 
The people of Nebraska did not vote to 
authorize electronic keno. I will oppose 
attempts to authorize forms of gambling 
beyond what the voters approved.

As the Legislature moves forward, I 
encourage Nebraskans to be vigilant 
about the bills being debated. Consider 
contacting your State Senator to give 
them a “halftime” briefing on the 
issues that matter to you. Their contact 
information is available at www.
NebraskaLegislature.gov. By voicing 
your opinion, you can help ensure the 
Legislature puts the priorities of the 
people above special interests. If you have 
questions about my legislative priorities, 
email pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov or call 
402-471-2244.

Halftime at the Unicameral

The most important principle of 
communism is the abolition of private 
property.  

When Karl Marx and Fredrick 
Engels wrote the Communist 
Manifesto back in 1847 they declared 
the first principle of communism to be 
the “abolition of land and application 
of all rents of land to public purposes.” 
Today we are seeing this principle 
being implemented in a very large 
way.

On January 27, 2021 President Joe 
Biden issued Executive Order 14008, 
which is known as the Tackling the 
Climate Change Crisis at Home and 
Abroad order.  Section 216 of this 
Executive Order directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to develop a program 
conserving at least 30 percent of all 
lands and waterways in the United 
States by the year 2030.  Hence, this 
program is known today as the 30 X 
30 program. 

The President of the United States 
intends to raise your property taxes. 
The 30 X 30 program intends to 
preserve 680 million acres of land 
in the United States in its natural 
state; thus, preventing anyone from 

ever using these lands and 
their resources.  Converting 
land from private ownership 
to federal lands entails 
taking these lands off of 
the property tax rolls.  This 
would automatically result 
in a higher property tax 
burden for those already 
owning private lands.  

Making these kinds 
of enormous land grabs 
will have devastating 
consequences for our economy in 
Nebraska.  Many industries operating 
within our state’s borders depend 
upon our state’s natural resources, 
and these resources are now being put 
in jeopardy.  These land grabs will 
surely affect our ability to raise crops, 
graze livestock, drill for oil, mine for 
minerals, and pump water from the 
Aquifer. In fact, it will even affect our 
ability to enjoy outdoor recreational 
activities, such as boating, fishing and 
hunting.

By passing this Executive Order 

President Joe Biden has 
revealed his bias against 
private ownership of land.  
Designating lands as federal 
preserves does not guarantee 
their preservation.  Federal 
lands are often more 
susceptible to wildfires, 
insect infestations, and 
even disease.  God gave us 
this land to manage, and 
private owners usually do a 
much better job of managing 

the land than does the federal 
government.     

The President lacks constitutional 
and statutory authority to implement 
the 30 X 30 program.  Executive Order 
14008 never references the United 
States Constitution or any other 
federal statute which grants this kind 
of power to the executive branch of the 
federal government.  Instead, these 
are matters which would be better 
left to Congress and the states, rather 
than by a Presidential Executive 
Order.  By issuing an Executive 

Order, no debate on this issue has 
ever taken place.

The time for us to act is now.  Morrill 
County recently adopted a resolution 
opposing Executive Order 14008, 
which includes a statement opposing 
the designation of county lands as 
“wilderness, wilderness study areas, 
wildlife preserves, and open space,” 
a statement supporting Nebraska’s 
water rights system, and a statement 
directing the 30 X 30 program to only 
take lands from willing landowners 
coupled with just compensation for 
the land at fair market value.  I would 
like to encourage other counties in 
Nebraska to write similar resolutions.  

President Joe Biden’s Executive 
Order undermines one of the most 
foundational principles of our 
American republic, namely the 
principle of private property.  For this 
reason, our Founding Fathers wisely 
stated in the Fifth Amendment to 
the United States Constitution that 
no citizen shall ever “be deprived 
of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law, nor shall private 
property  be taken  for public use 
without just compensation.”

Straight Talk from Steve
30 x 30

Pete Ricketts
Nebraska Governor

Steve Erdman
Neb. 47th District
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For those who do not 

recognize the reference in 
the title, it is taken from a 
song by Napoleon XIV, the 
pseudonym of Jerry Samuels, 
who had a one-hit wonder in 
1966 with his novelty song, 
“They’re Coming to Take Me 
Away Ha-Haaa!” 

His nom de plume, for 
his series of mental illness 
songs was a play on the 
names of Napoleon I and 
King Louis XIV. Samuels 
used these songs to make 
some humorous, yet astute 
observations about life in the 
1960s and beyond.

The second stanza of the song should 
be a familiar refrain to many today, and 
is an unspoken, mantra to many:

“I do what I want to; no worries, no 
cares if anyone bugs me I climb little 
stairs way up to a level where I feel no 
threat ‘cause I’m happy I live in a split-
level head.”

We live in an age where doing what 
one wants to without worrying about 
the consequences, or caring who or 
what is damaged along the way seems 
to be a way of life for many. They 
retreat behind a variety of shields that 
offer a false sense of protection from 
the realities of life.

Drugs and alcohol come to mind when 
most of us think of methods of escape, 
but these are not the avenues I’m 
speaking of. The aforementioned are 
used by relatively few when compared 
to the emotional and intellectual 
escape artists who comprise an ever 

increasingly larger portion 
of society. Today more and 
more are hiding behind 
subtler, but more dangerous 
and damaging means of 
denial. Taking center 
stage among these mental 
escape artists is the use of 
an innocuous little phrase: 
“political correctness and 
tolerance.”

By embracing the 
wonderful and innocent 
sounding concept of 
tolerance, the modern 
escape artist is immediately 

protected from the agony of 
making hard and possibly unpopular 
choices about such painful issues as 
ethics and morality. It is much easier 
to accept every thing as okay, rather 
than take a stand (except when you 
do not agree with them!) In their 
minds, it is not acceptable to face 
the possibility that their words and 
actions might be wrong and causing 
harm to others. 

The problem with this style of 
escapism is that sooner or later 
someone else goes too far and 
trespasses into the escapist’s 
backyard, causing horrible damage 
to life style, property, body and 
soul. When no one takes a stand, 
then any thing and every thing is 
not only acceptable but is possible 
– and usually happens. It was once 
politically correct in Germany to give 
the Nazis salute, but Jews were not 
tolerated because they were touted as 
the cause of all evil and intolerance 

to “real” Germans according to the 
politically correct elitists of that day.

Anyone remember what happened?
Political correctness is the modern 

escape artist’s paean. With glee, 
believers in invoking this magic 
incantation imagine it destroys all 
forms of discrimination. In theory, all 
forms of bias are eliminated and all 
are now free to believe and act as they 
choose without fear or restraint. 

In reality, this is not so. Few 
followers of this philosophy realize 
that another synonym for political 
correctness is “biased correctness.” If 
one is political, one has taken a side 
for some thing and against some thing 
else. If you don’t believe this, look it 
up in the dictionary. Anything that is 
political is biased one way or another.

Political correctness accomplishes 
two things for the escapist. First: 
political correctness provides an 
emotionally pleasing rationale for 
escaping from the responsibilities 
of citizenship and for allowing the 
destruction of the fabric of society. 
Second: political correctness gives 
one a more innocuous and innocent 
appearing means of bashing and 
controlling those who disagree.

In the public arena, tolerance and 
political correctness provide escapists 
the means to paint opposition to their 
beliefs in verbal tar and feathers. 
Those who dare take a stand against 
them are immediately labeled with 
such terms as intolerant bigots, 
racists, violent radicals, and ignorant 
fools. Any attempt to set the record 
straight results in an ever increasing 

torrent of such abuse (and ever 
more frequently physically violent 
abuse). By this means a segment of 
the American population has gained 
control over virtually all aspects of 
society. No one is allowed to establish 
limits of acceptable behavior or to 
discuss personal beliefs concerning 
morals, ethics or religion unless 
those dovetail into the beliefs of the 
intolerant minds and hearts of the 
politically correct and intolerant who 
are attempting to gain total rule over 
the nation.

One last definition to think about: 
tolerance is normally defined as the 
ability or capacity of recognizing 
and respecting the opinions and 
practices of others. Today tolerance 
has been redefined to exclude respect 
and recognition of Christians, 
conservatives, military veterans 
(unless members of the peace 
movement) or any other person who 
holds an opinion or belief different 
from that which is promoted by the 
escapists. It is politically correct for 
them to smear the good names of their 
opponents. It is acceptable for them to 
outlaw Christianity and conservatism 
as hate crimes.

Does this trip any correlations in 
your memories of history? (How about 
Nazi Germany, the U.S.S.R, Red 
China, and certain South American 
countries?)

So to answer the question: Do I live 
in a split-level head? No. I know what 
I believe and I am willing to take a 
stand for my beliefs. Now – let us see 
who is the more tolerant and correct.

I know I am not the 
first person to say 
that the pandemic has 
changed many things 
about our daily lives. 
In some cases, such 
as mask-wearing and 
social distancing, these 
changes are temporary 
and would never have 
happened if COVID-19 
had not come to the 
United States last year. 
But in other cases, the 
past year has simply 
accelerated permanent 
changes that were 
already taking place.

One of the most 
striking examples of 
this second type of 
change can be seen in 
medicine. Even before 
the pandemic began, 
if it was available, a 
growing number of 
people were choosing to 
meet with their doctors 
online. Through the 
internet, patients can 
now receive many types 
of care quickly and 
easily from the comfort 

of their own homes.
Traditional in-person 

trips to the doctor are 
often especially difficult 
if you are elderly, low-
income, or unable 
to travel to a clinic. 
Remote medical visits 
are often the answer. 
They help keep both 
patients and doctors 
safe from diseases like 
COVID-19, and they 
make life easier in the 
process.

Telehealth is also 
important for rural 
Americans, who often 
live far from the 
providers they need to 
see. In Nebraska, for 
example, many people 
live an hour’s drive or 
more from the nearest 
doctor, and 13 of our 
93 counties have no 
primary care doctor 
at all. This problem is 
even more exaggerated 
when rural Americans 
need specialized care, 
as these types of 
doctors often practice 
only in urban areas.

This is why I recently 
reintroduced the KEEP 
Telehealth Options 
Act, a bipartisan bill 
that would require the 
federal government to 
study the role remote 
health care has played 
during the pandemic. 
This would provide 
Congress with crucial 
information about how 
we can best support 
this practice going 
forward.

Specifically, the 
bill would ask the 

Department of Health 
and Human Services to 
find out what programs 
like Medicare and 
Medicaid have done 
to make telehealth 
more accessible during 
the past year. They 
would also be required 
to report on what 
has worked well and 
what hasn’t. That 
will be invaluable 
for Congress to know 
when legislation about 
telehealth comes before 
the House or Senate in 
the future.

I reintroduced 
this bill along with 
Democratic Senator 
Jacky Rosen, whose 
home state of Nevada 
faces many of the 
same rural issues that 
Nebraska does. But 
the KEEP Telehealth 
Options Act would help 
people in all 50 states, 
because all 50 states 
are home to people 
who live far from the 
nearest doctor. If we 
can support this vital 
practice going forward, 
people everywhere will 
be better off.

Even after the 
pandemic ends, 
telehealth will be 
here to stay. The 
KEEP Telehealth 
Act is common sense, 
bipartisan, and 
stands to benefit not 
just Nebraska, but 
all Americans. I look 
forward to working 
with my colleagues 
in the Senate to get it 
passed.

Mike Sunderland
Thoughts from a 

Greay-haired Point 
of View

Do I Live in a Split Level Head?

Advancing Telehealth
Two weeks ago, there ap-

peared in “The New York 
Times Book Review” a re-
view of Derk DelGaudio’s 
just-published memoir, 
Amoralman: A True Sto-
ry, and Other Lies, even 
though he says, “It is not a 
memoir.”

Rather, he says, “I had a 
story to tell about my days 
as a bust-out dealer, hired 
to cheat card players at a 
series of high-stakes poker 
games at a house in Beverly 
Hills. I told the story through a memoir.”

In the the first half of the book, Derek 
tells of his early years growing up in Col-
orado—first in Littleton and Aurora, and 
then in Colorado Springs. He never knew 
his father. His mother was a firefighter. 
He did not get along well in school, and 
had few, if any, friends.

When twelve years old, Derek found 
his calling when he walked into a local 
magic shop in Colorado Springs, that 
a kind gentleman named Walt owned. 
From Walt, Derek bought a book on slight 
of hand, plus a deck of cards, went home, 
and practiced for hours after school, until 
his tricks impressed Walt.

Derek worked for Walt part-time when 
in school, and then full-time after his 
school days ended.

Walt introduced him to other magi-
cians, including a well-known magician 
and slight-of-hand pro named Ronnie, 
who saw potential in Derek, then just a 
teenager.

In the book’s second half, the scene 
shifts from Colorado Springs to Beverly 
Hills, California.

At the age of twenty-five, Derek lets 
Ronnie talk him into taking his place as a 
bust-out dealer in a rented house in Bev-
erly Hills. His job was to feed his boss, a 
guy named Leo, winning cards, and en-
sure that other players lost.

It was a dangerous job. If ever caught 
cheating when dealing, he could receive 
a ferocious beating, or worse, but he was 
well-paid, taking home each night a per-
centage of Leo’s take. He later learns that 
when “he is duping others, he is also dup-
ing himself,” and others are duping him.

At the book’s beginning, Derek repeats 
Plato’s story from his dialogue, The Re-
public. It is a well-known story, told 
by Socrates, about prisoners, chained, 
shackled, and held inside a cave.

A high school history teacher had en-
couraged Derek to look it up and read it. 
He did.

The only thing the prisoners ever see 
are shadows on the wall, that they try to 
decipher and understand their meaning, 
but fail. The shadows originate from pup-

peteers who reside on the other 
side of a wall and who hold up 
various objects in the light from 
a fire.

Socrates explains that if a pris-
oner ever leaves the cave, the sun 
outside will blind him, and if he 
staggers back into the cave and 
explains to the other prisoners the 
actual meaning of the shadows on 
the wall, the other prisoners will 
not believe him, and may kill him.

Socrates declares that, “the 
prisoners are like us humans.” 
What we think and believe is true 

is a shadow of an object we cannot touch 
or see, and only guess at its meaning. 
“Nothing is as it seems.”

Derek plays on that distinction be-
tween truth and illusion. He says, “Truth 
and lies are opposite sides of the same 
coin, but who’s flipping it?” “I lost sight of 
reality just enough to glimpse the truth.” 
He also lifts a quote from Ecclesiastes, 
“We are born knowing only truth. Then 
we see.”

Derek DelGauido’s memoir reminds 
me, in a slight way, of Charles Mackay’s 
1841 book, Memoirs of Extraordinary 
Popular Delusions and the Madness 
of Crowds. It too is not a memoir but a 
catalog of gullible people chasing foolish 
dreams. In it, you can read about “tulip-
mania.”

Mackay wrote, “We find that whole 
communities suddenly fix their minds 
upon one object and go mad in its pur-
suit. Millions become impressed with one 
delusion, and run after it.”

“One nation seized with a fierce desire 
of military glory, another crazed upon a 
religious scruple, and neither recover un-
til it has shed rivers of blood.” “Men think 
in herds; they go mad in herds; they re-
cover their senses slowly, one by one.”

Mass delusions can become quite “pop-
ular” at certain times, and then “extraor-
dinary” when studied later in the light of 
a new day.

Who can you and I trust? How can we 
pull truth from an illusion? How can we 
defer a delusion? Good questions. For 
some possible answers, I point to James 
Allen’s 1908 book, As a Man Thinketh. In 
it he argued that a solution lies in how a 
solitary man or a woman trains and fo-
cuses his or her thoughts.

He says that a thinking man “is the 
maker of his character, the molder of 
his life, and the builder of his destiny, 
if he will watch, control, and alter his 
thoughts, tracing their effects upon him-
self, upon others, and upon his life and 
circumstances.”

You have permission to play a prank 
on Thursday, and celebrate April Fools 
Day!

Truth vs Illusion

Bill Benson 
Columnist

Deb Fischer
U.S. Senator

“The Easter egg symbolizes our ability 
to break out of the hardened, protective 
shell we’ve surrounded ourselves with.”

- Siobhan Shaw
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celebrate Easter
(Culinary.net) Warmer days at the 

start of spring mean Easter is almost 
here, and the big bunny himself will be 
hopping around in no time delivering 
goodies. 

This Easter, celebrate with your 
loved ones with a delicious and col-
orful Easter Bunny Butt Cake. It can 
bring smiles and laughter while putting 
everyone in a light, joyful mood.

This cake is fun and bright with a 
fluffy, moist interior. Complete with 
chocolate candy eggs, shredded coco-
nut and chocolate chips for little bunny 
toes, this recipe goes all out to paint a 
picture of the Easter bunny. 

Start by combining whole eggs, egg 
whites, cream of coconut, crushed 
pineapple, coconut extract and vanilla 
extract. 

In a food processor, pulse flour, 
sugar, baking powder and salt. Then 
add butter gradually, 6 tablespoons at a 
time, for a total of 12 tablespoons. 

Add dry mixture to a mixing bowl 
then add egg mixture half at a time. 
Beat until cake batter is formed. 

Fill muffin tins 2/3 full and bake 
18-20 minutes. The remaining batter 
goes into an oven-safe bowl to bake for 
1 hour, 40 minutes. 

The buttercream frosting is made 
with powdered sugar, butter, milk, 
vanilla extract and coconut extract.

Assemble the cake using pretzel 
sticks to blend it together to make the 
bunny butt shape. Frost the cake and 
spread shredded coconut over it to 
create a textured appearance. Stick 
chocolate chips on the bunny’s feet to 
create toes. Place your favorite Easter 
or bunny candies around the cake for 
extra garnish. 

This cake is worth every step. It’s 
delicious and as cute as can be, plus 
it’s perfect for dessert after a big Easter 
dinner. 

Find more creative and scrumptious 
holiday recipes at Culinary.net.

Easter Bunny Butt Cake
Servings: 10-12

 Nonstick cooking spray
2  eggs, plus 4 egg whites, at 

room temperature
3/4  cup cream of coconut
1/2 cup crushed pineapple, 

drained
2 teaspoons coconut extract
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 1/4 cups flour
1 cup sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
12 tablespoons unsalted butter, at 

room temperature

Buttercream Frosting: 
3          cups powdered sugar
2          sticks unsalted butter, soft-

ened
3          tablespoons milk
1          teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2       teaspoon coconut extract
4 thin pretzel sticks
1 bag (10 ounces) sweetened 

shredded coconut
8 drops green food coloring
2 large round chocolate candy 

melts
6 chocolate chips 
mini candy-coated chocolate eggs, 

for garnish
Heat oven to 325 F. 
Line muffin pan with four paper lin-

ers. Spray oven-safe glass bowl with 
nonstick cooking spray.

In large bowl, whisk eggs, egg 
whites, cream of coconut, pineapple, 
coconut extract and vanilla extract until 
combined. 

In food processor, pulse flour, sugar, 
baking powder and salt until com-
bined. Add 6 tablespoons butter. Pulse 
until combined. Add remaining butter. 
Pulse until coarse meal forms.

In large mixing bowl, add coarse 
flour butter meal. Add half of egg mix-
ture. Beat 1-2 minutes. Add remaining 
egg mixture; beat until combined.

Fill each muffin cup 2/3 full. Bake 
18-20 minutes, or until done. Cool 
completely.

Pour remaining batter into prepared 
oven-safe bowl. Bake 1 hour, 40 min-
utes, or until done. Cool completely.

To make buttercream frosting: In 
large bowl, add powdered sugar and 
butter; beat until fluffy. Add milk, vanil-
la extract and coconut extract; beat 
until creamy.

Turn bowl upside-down on cake 
stand until cake removes from bowl. If 
cake needs leveled, turn cake over and 
trim to flatten. Frost cake.

Remove wrappers from cupcakes. 
Using two pretzel sticks, press into 
base of cupcakes and anchor to bottom 
rim of bowl cake to create bunny feet. 
Frost feet.

Take third cupcake and cut muffin 
top off. Cut muffin top in half. Using 
one pretzel stick, anchor one muffin 
top half at bottom of full cupcake to 
form toes. Repeat with second muffin 

top half for other foot. Frost toes.
Attach final cupcake with remain-

ing pretzel stick to butt area of cake to 
make tail. Frost tail.

Apply 1 1/2 cups shredded coconut 
all over cake. Press chocolate candy 
melts into bottoms of bunny feet to 
resemble foot pads. Add chocolate 
chips to resemble pads for toes.

Place remaining coconut in plastic 
bag. Add green food coloring. Toss in 
bag until coconut is colored. Spread 
around base of cake for grass. Decorate 
grass with chocolate eggs. 

Tips: Spoon flour into dry measur-
ing cup and level off excess. Scooping 
directly from bag compacts flour, 
resulting in dry baked goods. Add 1 
tablespoon additional milk if frosting 
is too stiff. Keep adding until desired 
consistency.

(Culinary.net) You can 
almost feel spring in the 
air, and with the warmer 
weather comes delicious, 
delectable foods. From 
casseroles to fresh fruits 
and wholesome vegeta-
bles, a change of season 
offers something to look 
forward to for nearly every 
foodie. 

A spring dish that is 
sure to impress is this 
Cheesy Asparagus Tart. It 
has melty cheese, cooked 
asparagus and an under 
layer of puff pastry baked 
to golden brown perfec-
tion. 

Start by cooking your 
asparagus on the stove top 
in 5 cups of water for 5-8 
minutes. Then soak it in 
an ice bath until cooled. 
Transfer to a mixing bowl 
to add vegetable oil, salt 
and pepper for tasty, sea-
soned veggies. 

Now it’s time to work 
with your puff pastry. 
Sprinkle some flour on a 

flat countertop. Roll out 
the thawed puff pastry to 
a 16-by-10-inch rectangle. 
Move to a lined baking 
sheet and prick with a 
fork to create a thin, flaky 
texture. Bake around 12 
minutes and cool. 

The final steps: mix 
the cheeses, shallots, egg 
yolks, nutmeg, salt and 
pepper. Spread this mix-
ture across the pastry and 
lay asparagus over the top. 
Bake 5 more minutes. 

For a little extra flavor, 
add lemon zest over the 
tart. 

This tart is a perfect 
appetizer before Sunday 
brunch or to cut up and 
take outside for some al 
fresco dining this spring. 

It’s got gooey, melted 
cheeses, is seasoned well 
and has hearty asparagus 
on top. Plus, it’s a yummy 
way to add vegetables to 
your kids’ diet (and yours, 
too).

Find more spring reci-

pes and dining ideas at 
Culinary.net.

Cheesy Asparagus Tart
Servings: 8-10
5 cups water
1 pound asparagus
 ice water
2  teaspoons vegetable 

oil
1/4 teaspoon salt, 

plus additional, to taste, 
divided

1/4 teaspoon pepper, 
plus additional, to taste, 
divided

flour, for dusting
1 sheet frozen puff pas-

try, thawed
1 cup grated fontina 

cheese
1 cup grated gruyere 

cheese
1 tablespoon shallot, 

minced
2 egg yolks
3 tablespoons milk
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
1 lemon, zest only

Heat oven to 400 F.

In large skillet, add 
water and asparagus. 
Cook 5-8 minutes until 
asparagus is bright green. 

Drain asparagus and 
soak in ice water. 

In large bowl, mix 
drained asparagus, veg-
etable oil, salt and pepper 
until combined.

Flour surface area. 

Using rolling pin, roll out 
pastry to 10-by-16-inch 
rectangle. Transfer pastry 
to parchment-lined bak-
ing sheet. Prick pastry 
with fork. Bake about 12 
minutes, or until golden 
brown. Cool slightly on 
baking sheet.

In large bowl, mix 
fontina cheese, gruyere 

cheese, shallot, egg yolks, 
milk, nutmeg and salt 
and pepper, to taste, until 
combined. Spread cheese 
over pastry, leaving 1 inch 
around edges. Lay aspara-
gus over cheese mixture.

Bake 5 minutes, or until 
cheese has melted.

Sprinkle lemon zest 
over tart and serve.

A Hoppy Easter Cake

A Seasonal Spring Suprise


